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In every candltioD of life, it ia niiturBl to mankind 
lympathlze with tbe miaforlunes of tlie great, especially 
the aufTeriiigD of faJlen Majesty; 
of human affairs, it i.i diflicnll 
contrasted, than (hat of Loiila — Ihe hereditary monarch of 
a polite and cliivalrous nation, and that of Louii— the cap- 
tive and subject of men, once the vasislx of his power and 
Ihe willing slaves of hii dominion, but now traniformcd 
into an infuriated and fiend-like taa^s of beings, intent only 
on bis ruin and deslructioD. 

But tbe fate of tlie unfortunate Lonis XVE., when taken 
in connexion with other eventful occnrrencea arising oat of 
the Revolntion in France, and the Overthrow of despotltm 
in that distracted country, acquires a very eitraordlnarj 
interest in the contetnplalivo miail ; and, so long as history 
upholds her page, will be reviewed in after times with pity 
and eslonishment. 

Nevertheless, the anarchy which, springing np simulta- 
neously with the first seeds of liberty, loon ovempread 
thatdevoted land during the prostration of its civil Instila- 
tiona, forms so nnslghliy a picture; and the atrocities that 
ahortly afterwards, like nonious weeds, ran rank upon the 
soil, (some of which were perpetrated under llie eys of the 
writer of this Narrative,) are so disjualing to humanity, 
and revolting to the purity of moral innocence; that every 
social feeling shudders at the recital, and would fain ! 
gest the propriety of suppressing so bideooi a detail, 
gether with the menjoirs of Ihe illustrious sufferer with, 
wbicli it is iaterwoveni 
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When, liDwerer, it i« considered, that nalioni, ai well as 
indWliIuali, derive niidom only, either fiom tlieir own U' 
pcrience or from that of others, every authentic record of 
the fearful agitatiom of the RerDliilion of ITS9, will be 
llionght worthy of preservalion by the philoiopher and the 
palitician, nllhoDgh fraught with crimes of which mankind, 
liiiog under happier circuuintanceB, may wfll Anppose man 
to be incapable. The interregnum <if the French Revolu-^ 
tion, or rather the succetsive conAicls of the facttuns wliich 
imjncdiateiy followed that porleiitous eveut, each moie fu- 
rious and deeply dyed in the hlood of pHtrioLn than iti 
predecessor, until discard und dismay had reached the ut- 
most verge of human suSering and endurance, present a 
melancholy and awful proof of the niter depravity to 
vihich human nature is [iaiite to be tank, when aliaaijoued 
W the esaceibatioo of its own pas-ions, unchecked hy the 
eontrolments of law and the restrainls of relit-ion. 

Fiom these calamitous scenes we ate naiuralty led to an 
Mtenlive consideration of tlie remote as well as the up- 
proximate causes which produced this ilisattrottE and chaotic 
stfilie of things ; and such reflections are of a nature to 
operate beneiicially on Ihe political opinions and conduct 
□f men. Hence it is, thai the fatal esample of the French 
ll«valut(on, together with its operative causes and baiielul 
MWlt*— its errors and jls enormitien, will be regarded by 
fntnre patriots, nut as a cheering and benignant b^ht of 
approach, but ai a beacon-flame of avoidatiiio, — as a lutid 
and sepulchral combiisliou, issuing from amidst despair and 
death, and cacotnpassed with bidden dangers on which 
ware wrecked the hopes and liappiuees of a great and gal- 
lul oation — of a nation too, which, in its mighty ruin, 
(pread abroad the elements of disunion and strife, broke 
down the barriari and safeguards of international U'*, in* 
faded the territories and subjugated the government* of 
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iatiug law B bhiI eslaUiihrHQals, and are dtt]>ujieil piiligHt^y 
M DwulC the advaauG of kiiouiledfir unil llie jirevalenee uf 
victuoua principles, tii eSbcC thus* tciiiperata and juilidoiw 
r^fonus ia the adiBioialratioii of affsiri whiob time und tlie 
pM^esA of (n.viliuiii)a wiiy seem lu require, miher ihan 
GOumil thie swordi and suulda at* Jiulice intu (he rectcaul 
Bad sordiii lianda of liicljiuu* demagnguca nod siknguuiaiy 
[utBttui: a id huraby, lau, atiodier iuiportanl lesioa ia »£• 
forded^ wlieceby we are Mugbl, Ibat lliv bappiaeu uf . 
•Ovsrcigns and suiljecU u recipiucal ajid iiilMtauttdJly tbe 
laDic ; tliat prinees are not exempted tVaiii civil aoy more 
than riOBi mornl und lellgiooa obligatioas; liiat Uiere are 
dude* at well an digiiitleB peculiar to liicir exalted station, 
amoBtc wbicli palitlcal lionour and pul>lic t'uith atand pre- 
emiuGut; tkiat uo domeslic virlua uor gracGt of private 
chAracter can campeaiate Tor the viulatloa of Ihoie aonc- 
tioni and solemn compacts iiy wbicli society ii bound toge- 
tber; aud tbat, wbcre confidence ii muliially destroyed, 
Ibeie can be no just t'cound to expect eiliier aecurily to the 
throne or protection to tbe people. 

It haa been remarked that Ibe virtusB b9 well aj the 
Crimea incident to tbe datigera and horrors of revululions 
arc of tbe moat uuble and uoBopbiBticaced character. Tbe 
" Joarnal" atteits an instance of tbii ttutb, in Ibe heroic 
and generous ex preision of elevated geitliiiieol contaiaed 
in tbe Letter of M. dc Maloherhes to tbe I'tesideai of the 
National Couveutiun, uiferiug hi: services aa Counsel to 
defend bis late Master on bis appiaacbiug; trial ; amidst Ihe 
darkness of Ihe revolulioodry lempeal, aucb actions shine 
with disttagoished liiatre. This volnme coiitaini also tbe 
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Willofltie Freocb King, the Decrees of lUe National Con- 
vention, and aeveral other docnneniKaud matters conn ecud 
with the impeliiDsily of revolutiaoary tnovcments, whicb, 
as indicslioni of character and manners, appear to me to 
be of a very iutcresting nature, eipecially when combined 
vrilh the extruirdiDary and momenlauB proceeding! vrbich 
occasioned tbem, 

I will not presume to offer an j comment* of raiue on the 
merit* of the Work as a literary performance, or as an in- 
dication of the Author's attachment and fidelity towards 
b\» late King and Master and an appeal to liis contempora- 
ries and to posterity Bgainst the maltreatment of that ill- 
. _ftted monarch : the cliief value of such a book consiits in 
t( genuineneu and authenticity, of which there can be no 
[iqnestion,aiiil in the veracity of its atattmenii, which is also 
[vflUdispnted. In reference 10 the matter and style of the 
I Xruiuiu/ioit, suffice it to say, that I havo sudeavouied to 
accommodate them to a clear expression of the Author's 
I meaaiug, and, as far as the idiom of our langnage will ad- 
I mil of, to a close and faithful representation of the ori^nel. 
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I n&s in the service of the King and his 
august family, (hiring the five months of his 
confinement in the Tower of the Temple; 
and, notwithstanding the vigilance of the 
Municipal Officers, who were the Icecpers 
of it, I found means, either by writing or 
otherwise, to take notes of the principal 
events which, during such period, took place 
in the interior of that prison. 

In arranging these notes in the form of a 
Journal, uiy design is to furnish materials 
for those who may hereafter write the history 
of the unhappy end of the unfortunate Louis 
XVI., rather thau to compose memoirs my- 
self : I have neither talents uor pretensions 
for such an undertaking. 




But, as 1 was the sole antl constant nilaesH 
of the iDJurioDS treatment to which the Kin^ 
and bU family were subjected, I alone can 
TCrify it and attest the exact tnitli. I sliall, 
therefore, confine myself to a minute and sim- 
ple representation of facta, without reflections, 
and without partiality. 

Although I bad lived with the Royal Family 
ever since the year 1782, and, from the nature 
of my service, had witnessed, during the 
course of the KevoUitiun, events in the highest 
degree disastrous; yet, were I to describe 
them, it would be a departure fruui my sub- 
ject: they are, for the most part, already 
recorded in different works. I shall then 
commence this Journal at the epoch of the 
lOtb of August,) 792; that dreadful day when 
a few factious individuals overthrew a throne 
which had existed during fourteen centuries, 
imprisoned their King, and precipitated 
France into an abyss of misfortunes. 

On that memorable day, I was in the ser- 
vice of the Dauphin as Valet-de-chambre. 
From the morning of the ninth, the general 
ferment was extreme ■. groups of persons were 
assembled in every direction throughout Paris, 
and the plan of the conspirators was known 
with certainty at the Thuilleries. The Tocsin 
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was to sound at midnight throughout the city, 
and tlie people of Marseilles, in conjunction 
witli the inhabitants of the suburb St. Antoine, 
were immediately to march to besiege the 
Castle. As my duty, having to attend on his 
person, necessarily confined me to the apart- 
ment of the young Prince, I knew but in part 
what passed out of doors: I shall, therefore, 
only present an account of the events that 
came wilhin my own observation during that 
day of terror, when so many different scenes 
were exhibited, even in the Palace. 

On the evening of the ninth, at half past 
eight, after the Dauphin had retired to rest, 
1 went out of the Thuilleries to endeavour to 
learn the state of public opinion. The court 
of the Castle was filled with about SOOO Na- 
tional Guards, belonging to different parts 
ftectionaj of the city, disposed to defsnd the 
King. I went to ttie Palais-Royal, of which 
I found almost all the avenues closed: here 
wefe stationed a body of National Guards 
under arms, ready to march to the Thuilleries, 
to support the battalions which had preceded 
them ; but the populace, agitated by factious 
men, filled the adjacent streets, and their 
clamours resounded from all parts. 

About eleven o'clock, I returned to the 
B 3 




Castk', by the apartments of (be Kiog; there, 
the individuals of his Court and ot his House- 
Jiold were assembled together, in a state of 
^reat alarm. I then went into the apartment 
of the Dauphin, nhere I soon afterwards 
heard the T'ocsin sound, and the Generalheat 
to arms, in all quarters of Paris. I remained 
in the saloon until five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, with Mdrae. de St. Biice, Fille-de-cham, 
bre to the young Prince. At six o'clock, the 
King went down stairs into the Court of the 
Castle, and reviewed the National Guards aud 
the Swiss troops, whoail swore to defend him. 
The Queen and her family followed the King. 
Sumeseditious voices were heard in the ranks; 
but these were soon stifled by the shouts, a 
thousand times repeated, of " Vive le RiA! 
Vive la \afioti '" 

As yet, the attack of the Tbuillerics did not 
appear to be near : I went out a second time, 
and passed along the quay, as far as the Pont- 
Neuf. Every where I met crowds of armed 
people, whose evil designs were by no means 
doubtful. They were armed with pikes, pitch- 
forks, hatchets, and bill-hooks. Tlic battalion 
of the people of Marseilles marched in the 
greatest order, with their artillery and lighted 
matches : they invited the people to join, and 
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assist (beni (aa they said) to dislodge the 
tyrant, aiiil proclaim to the National Assembly 
Iiis forfeiture of the Crown. . I was too cer- 
tain of what was about (u take place ; but, 
consulting only my duty, I got before this 
ballalion, and made the best of my way back 
to the Thuilleries. A numerous body of Na- 
tioual Guiirds were then leaving it in a dis- 
orderly manner, by the garden-gate, opposite 
tlifr Pout-Royal. Grief was painted in the 
countenances of the greater part of them. 
Several exclaimed, " We have this very morn- 
ing sworn to defend the King, and now, in 
the moment of his greatest peril, we desert 
him; but others again, who belonged to the 
party of thecaD3piraturs,abusedand menaced 
their comrades, and forced them to depart. 
Thus it was that, even among the troops, the 
good suffered themselves to be governed by 
the seditious ; and this culpable weakness, 
which up to that time had produced all the 
evils of the Revolution, was still the comJ 
mencement of the misfortunes of that day. 

After many ineifectual attempts to get into' 
ilie Palace, I was recognized by the Swiss 
seutry at one of the gates, and succeeded in 
gaining admittance. I went immediately to 
the King's apartment, and entreated some of 
B 3 
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his Household to inrorm Ilis Majesty of eTOC 
thing tbati liad seen and heard. 

At seven o'clock the agitation increased, in 
consequence of the cowardice of several bat- 
talions, » ho successively quitted the Thuil- 
lerics. Such of the National Guards as 
cemaincil at tlieir post, who might amount to 
four or five hundred, gave proofs both of 
fidelity and courage : these, aud the Swiss 
guards were stationed indiscriminately in the 
interior of the Palace, at the diflereut stair- 
eases, and at all the avenues. These troops 
had passed the night without takingany food; 
1 hastened, therefore, with other servaots of 
the King, to supply them with bread and 
wino, and took that opportunity of encourag- 
ing them not to abandon ihe Royal Family. 
About this lime the King gave the conimnnd 
of the interior of the Palace to the Marshal 
de Mailly, the Duke liu Chatelet, the Count 
de Puysdgur, the Baron de Viomenil, the 
Count il'Hervdly, the 3Iarquis du Pujet, &t'. 
The courtiers and domestics were dislrlbuted 
iu different saloons, after having sworn to 
defend, even with tbi! sacrifice of their lives, 
tho person of ihe King. We were about three 
or four hundred, hut without any oilior arms 
than swords and pistols. 



At ei^tlit o'clock the dantrer became mors , 
prcssinif. The Legislative Asieuibly held its 
sittings in the Riding. E^hool, which oyer-, 
looked the garden of the Tbuilleries. The < 
King had sent to them several wriMen m 
sages (u apprise them of his situation, and 
to invite them to appoint a deputation (o as- 
sist him with its counsels ; but the Assembly, 
although the preparation for the attack of the 
Castle was going on before their own eyes, 
bad yt!t not returned any answer to these so- 
licitations. 

But now, the Department of Paris and 
several Municipal Officers, headed by Ree- 
lierer, Procureur General to the Commune, 
arrived at the Castle. This man, who doubt- 
less had an understanding with the conspira- 
tors, earnestly persuaded His Majesty to 
surrender himself, together with his family, 
to the Assembly, He maintained that the 
King could no longer depend on the National 
Guard ; and that, if be remained in his Palace, 
neither the Department nor the Municipality 
(Commune) of Paris could answer for his 
safety. The King heard him with composure : -I 
he returned to his chamber with the Queen, 
the Ministers, and a few other persons ; and 
aooa afterwards, he and his family departed. 



anilplaced themselves underthe protection of 
the Legislative Assembly, accordingly. On 
quittinc; the Tliuilleries, the King was sur- 
rounded by a detachment of Smss and IVa- 
tionnl Guards. Of the Household, the Princess 
de Lamballe and the Marchioness cle Tour/cl, 
Governess of tlie Royul children, were the 
only persons who were permitted to accom- 
pnuy the Koyal Family. As Madame de 
Toiirzel had to attend the young Prince, she 
was obliged to leave her daughter, then only 
scvenlcen years of age, in the Thuillerlea, and 
in the midst of the soldiers. It was then near 
nine o'clock. 

As 1 was obliged to remain in the apart- 
ments, I awaited with terror the result of this 
proceeding of the King. The Royal Family 
had now been half an hour at the Hall of the 
Assembly, when, as I was at one of the win- 
dows which look into the garden, I saw upon 
the Terrace des Fenillans, four heads stuck 
upon pikes, which were carried near the place 
where theijegislaUve body held their sittings. 
This horrible display was, I believe, the sig- 
Qal for the assault of the Castle, for a terrible 
tire of cannon audmusquetry was imioedialely 
opened upon us. The balls and bullets bat- 
tered the Palace. The King being iio longer 
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present, every one was intent only on liis own 
personal safety; but all tlte aveuutiii were 
closed, and certain death seemed to await us. 
Seeking to escape from so dreadful a situation, 
Iran about in every direction ; but the apart- 
ments and staircases were already 5trei\ed 
with dead. I at length came to a determina- 
tiou to jump down on the Terrace, from one 
of the windows of the Queen's apartment. I 
then rapidly crossed the parterre to gain the 
Pont-Tournant, A great body of Swiss 
Guards, who had preceded me, rallied under 
the trees. Beiog thus placed between two 
fires, 1 retraced my steps, and gained the new 
stairs of the Terrace, at the water's side: I 
would have Jumped upon tbe quay, but the 
continual fire which was kept up at the Pont- 
Ruyal prevented me, I advanced as far as 
the gate of the Dauphin's garden : there, the 
Marseillese were plundering several Swiss 
Guards, whom they Lad just massacred. One 
of them came to me, having in his hand a 
sword that was smeared with blood : — " What ! 
citizen," said he, "'are you without arms? 
Take this sword and aid us lu killing." An- 
other Marseillesc, however, snatched the wea- 
pon from me. 1 was iudjacd unarmed, and 
habitvd in u plain I'rock; diid to this 1 owed 



my safety i Imd any thing indicated that I 
WloDged to the Castle, I should not have 
escaped. 

Some of the ;Swia9 who were pursued, 
sought refuge in a stable, a short distance 
from this place, where I ako concealed my- 
self J these Svriss were soon massacred by my 
side. At the cries of these unfortunate vic- 
tims, the master of the house (M. le Dreux) 
ran to the spot : I took advantage of the mo- 
ment to go into his house, and, although I 
was unknown to them, M. le Drcux and his 
wife desired me to remain there until the dan- 
ger was over. I had in my pocket some 
letters, and also some newspapers addressed 
to the Prince Royal, and a card of admission 
to the Thuilleries upon which was writtea 
my name and the nature of my employment: 
these papers might have betrayed me, and I 
had scarcely had time to throw them away, 
when an armed troop came to the house, to 
see if any of the Swiss were concealed in it. 
Thebetter to elude observation, M.leDreux told 
me to seem to be working at some drawings 
which were placed upon a great table ; and so 
1 escaped their fury. After a fruitless search, 
these men, whose hands were stained with 
blood, for a while discontinued their pursuit 
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and coolly related their assassinations. I re- 
maiaed in this asylum from ten in the morn- 
ing until four in the afternoon, an eye witness 
of the horrors which were committed upon 
the Place de Louis XV. Some wretches were 
there busied in the work of assassination, 
others were cutting off the heads of the slain : 
women, lost to all sense of shame, wer« mu- 
tilating the dead bodies, and tearing otf their 
tattered garments, t^hich they carried about 
in triumph. 

While these deeds were perpetrating, 
Mdme. de Rambaut, Fille-de-chambre to the 
Dauphin, who had narrowly escaped the 
massacre at the Thuilleries, also came to seek 
refuge in this house ; but, fearing a disclosure 
of our situation, we made signs to each other 
to keep silence. The son of our host, who had 
attended the silting of theNational Assembly, 
came in about this time and informed us, that 
the King was suspended from his functions, 
and that a close watch /"garde a vnej was set 
over him and all the Uoyal Family, in the 
office* of the editor of the Logographe ; so 
that it was impossible to approach his person, 

■ A small room or box couligDOU* to the Hall of tiw Na- 
tional Aisembly, and mnitll)' occupied by reporlen, whose 
busioees it was to note and Tcriry the ipeeches of the 
Members, (Tram.) 
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Mailers having come to this pass, 1 had 
some thoughts of going to my wife and chil- 
dren, who were at a conn try -house that I bad 
occupied for two years, anil which was at the 
distance of five leagues from Paris ; but the 
barriers were shut, and, haditbeen otherwise, 
I should have thought It improper to leave 
Hdme. dc Ratnbaut uoprotccteil. We, there- 
fore, agreed to take the Road to Verspilles, 
) resided; and thither the sons of 
our host bore us company. We crossed the 
Pont Louis XVI., which was covered with 
naked corpses that were already putrified by 
the great heat ; and, after being exposed to 
many dangers, we succeeded in getting out 
of Paris by a narrow passage which happened 
not to be guarded. 

In the plain of Crenelle we were met by 
some country people mounted on horseback, 
who, as they approached brandishing their 
weapons, cried out with vehemence, "Slop 
for your life, fArrete oii la mort.J''^ One of 
them, taking me for one of the King's guard, 
levelled his piece at me and was going to fire, 
wheu another proposed to take us to the 
Ctmtnune of Vaugirard. "There we have 
already a score of them," said he; "the havoc 
amongst them will be the greater." When 
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\K arrived at the Commune, our hosts 
recognized. The Mayor immediately pro- 
ceeded to interrogate me in the following 
terms; — "How is it that, at such a time as 
this, when the country is in danger, you are 
nut at your post? What is it that induces 
you to quit Paris? Your leaving it at this' 
crisis betrays your evil intentions," "Yes, 
yes," tried the populace "to prison with' 
thein! to prison with the Aristocrats!" "It 
is lor that very reason," replied I, "because' 
I wanted Co be at my post, that you met mo 
on the road to Versailles, where I live: that 
is my post, as this Is yours," Mdme. deRam- 
baut was also interrogated. Our hosts as- 
sured tlie officers that we spoke the truth, 
and finally, passports were delivered to us. I 
ought to return thiinks to Divine Providence 
for not having been sent to the prison of Vau- 
girard: in that place, they had just incar- 
cerated twenty-two of the King's Guards: 
these men were afterwards taken to the Ab- 
bage prison, where they were massacred on 
the second of the following September. 

From Vaugirard to Versailles, patrols of 
armed people stopped us at evefy turn, to 
verify our passports, I conducted Mdme. do 
Rambaut to her relations, and immediately 
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80t QUjt to UuTow myself into the bosom oS 

say family. A fall that I haA ui jumping out 

ef the irindow at the ThuillerieB, the fatigue 

I q£ a journey of twelve leagues, together with 

I tsy mouroful reflectious upon the ileplorable 

, events which had just tnkcii place, over- 

llhelmed me to »uch a decree, that I was at- 

tsMiked with a very high fever. I Kept my bed 

for three days ; but, being impatient of knuw- 

iflg the fate of the King, I surniuunted my 

disorder, and returned to Paris. 

On the thirteenth of this eventful month, 
' in the evening, 1 learnt, on my arriv!)) at 
Paris, that the Royal Family, wliu liad been 
zemoved to the Eeuillans on the tenth, had 
jftst been conducted to the Tcm|>le ; that the 
King had made choice of M, de Cliamiliy^ his 
I first valet de chambre, to attend him ; and 
I M, Hue, Door-keeper of the King's chamber, 
was to attend upou tlie Dauphin, in the ca- 
pacity of first valet de chambre. The Prin- 
eees de Lamballc, the Mnrcbiouese de Tourzei, 
and Mdlle, Paulina de Tourzei, had accum- 
panicd the Queen : Mdnies. Thibaut, Buzire, 
Navarre, and St, Brice, filles de chambre, 
had followAi tlm llirec Princesses and the 
young Prince, 

I^ao.wioelaUlkopc of continuing in my em- 
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ployinent about the pet-son of the Daaphia, 
and was thinking of returning into the coun- 
try; when, OH tlie siMh day of the King's 
detention, I was informed, that all the per- 
sons in the Tower attached to the Royal 
Family bad becu taken away in the night; 
and after having been interrogated at the 
Council of the Commune of Paris, had beeh 
taken to the prison of La Force ; except M. 
Hue, who was brought back to the Temple ti \ 
attend on tlic King. I was also informed that 
Petion, then Mayor of Paris, was directed to 
nominate two other persons to attend on the 
Royal Family. I therefore resolved to at- 
tempt every means to resume my sttuatioA i 
with the yxjung Prince. Accordingly, I pre- 
sented myself to Pclion : — he told me that, aS 
1 belonged to the King's household, t shouVd 
not be able to obtain the consent of the Genet^ 
Council of the Votnmune. i cited the case df 
M. Hue, who had been recently appointed hf | 
the same Council to attend on the King'ft pef^ ^ 
son ; on this representAtion, lie promised fA \ 
support a memorial which I put lilto ili^ ■, 
hands ; but I observed to him> that it W&8 
necessary, in the first instance, tHUt he sboUld 
acquaint the King with my procedure, Twtf , 
days afterwards, he Wrote to His Majesty fiif'j 
these terms: — 
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'' Sire, The valel de cliambre wliohas beea 
I' attached to the Priuce Royal from his in- 

* fancy, is desirous of continuing his service* 
1 that capacity ; and, as I think this pro- 

* posai will be agreeable to you, 1 accede to 
'' Ilia wish," &c. 

Ilis Majesty having written an answer, 
that he accepted of my oSer of continuing in 
his son's service, 1 was taken to the Temple. 
Here I underwent a search, and received ia- 
atructions as to the manner in which, as they 
said, it would be proper for me to conduct my- 
self; and, on the same day, the twenty-sixth of 
August, at eight o'clock in the eTening, I 
entered the Toner. 

It would be difficult to describe the impreB- 
sion, which the sight of this august and un- 
fortunate family made upon me. Tlie Queen 
addressed me, and, after some expressions 
replete with kindness, she added — " You will 
attend my son ; and you and M. Hue will 
concert together as to what regards us." I 
1VB8 oppressed to such a degree by the emo- 
tions produced by this interview, that I could 
scarcely reply. 

At supper-time, the Queen and Princesses, 
who for eight days had been without their 
women, asked me if I could comb their hair ; 
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I re(>lied tlmt I would do every thing they 
might please to require : on this, a mUDicipal 
ollicer, who had been observing my demean- 
out*, came up to me, and, in a pretty loud toii^, 
directed me to be more circumspect in ray an- 
swers. I rtas terrified with this debut. 

The first eight days that 1 spent at tho 
Temple, I had no comitiuni cation vi'itli the 
exterior. M, Hue alone was charged with 
applying for and receiving necessaries for the 
use of the ttoyal Family : I waited on thsm 
on the same footing and conjointly with him. 
My business with the King Was confined to 
dressing his hair in the moffting, ahd curling 
it in the evcfiing. I perceived tliat I was in- 
cessantly observed by the municipal officers : 
the least thing excited their suspicion. I liept 
a guard upon myself, that I might avoid any 
imprtidenoe, which would infallibly have been 
my riiin. 

On the second of September there was a 
great ferment around the Temple. The King 
and his family went down stairs as usual, to 
take an airing in the garden : a municipal 
officer, who followed the King, Said to one of 
his colleagues, " We have, done wrong in , 
suffering them to go out this afternoon." All 
the morning I had remarked the uneasiness 
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of tlie commissaries. They made the Royal 
Family return to the Tower in great haste; 
but they were scarcely reassembled in the 
Queen's chamber, when two municipal offi- 
i who were not on duty at the Tower, 
entered. One of them, an ex-capuchin, na- 
' med Matthieu, said to the King, *' ¥ou are 
" unacquainted, Sir, with what is going for- 
"ward". the country is in the greatest dan- 
*'ger: — the enemy has entered Champagne; — 
" the King of Prussia is marching upon 
" Chalons. But you shall answer for the 
"consequences. — We know that we — our 
" wives— our children will be destroyed; hut 
" the people will be iivenged ! Your life shall 
' pay the forfeit before oura ! However, there 
' is still time for you to avert this great ca- 

' " lamity, and you may " " I have done 

' every thing in my power for the people," 
.replied the King, '■ I have nothing whereof to 
reproach myself." This same Malthieu said 
to M. Hue, "the Council of the Commune 
has charged me to put you under an arrest." 
'Who?" said the King, "Your valet de 
ijihambre" was the reply. The King was 
us of knowing what crime he was ac- 
cused of, but could learn nothing about it, 
I ^hich alarmed him very much ior the fate of 



hisBerTant; and he commeaded bim earnestly 
to the prateotion of tlie two municipal oili^ 
cera. They put seuls, in presence of M. Hu€, 
on the little chamber nhich he occupied ; and 
he was taken away at six o'clock iu the even- 
ing, after having been twenty days in the 
Temple. As be was going out, Matthieu said 
to me, "Take care bow you conduct yourself, 
otherwise you will be treated in the same 



Immediately afterwards, the King called me, 
and put into my hands some papers conlaiu- 
ing accounts of expences, that M. Hue had 
rendered in to him. The troubled air of the 
municipal officers and the clamours of the 
people in the environs of the Tower agitated 
him extremely. Alter he was in bed, the King 
told me to pass the night near him 3 which 
I did, placing my bed by the side of that of 
Hia Majesty. 

On the third of September, while I was 
dressing the King, His Majesty asked me if I 
had heard any thing about M. Hu^, aud whe- 
ther I knew any thing that was going on iu 
Paris. I replied, that during the night, I had 
heard a municipal officer say, that the people 
were going to the prisons; and that I had 
sought to procure some further intelligeucu- 




" Take care that you do not commit yourseir," 
said the King "for then ne shall be left qUU 
alone : I am afraid it is their intention to p\ 
strangers nhoutus." 

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, wheti 
tlie King was with hia family in the Queen's 
chamber, a municipal officer told nie to go up 
into that of the King, where I found Manuel 
and some other memhers of the Commune. 
Manuel asked me, what the King said about 
their taking away M. Hue. I answered tli 
the King was uneasy about it, " He will coi 
to no harm," said he, " but I am charged t6'' 
inform the King, that he will not see him any 
more, and that the Council will fill up his' 
place' you may acquaint him with these mat- 
ters." I begged he would excuse me, ob- 
serving, that the King was desirous of seeing 
him, relative to several things of which the 
Royal Family nerc in tiie greatest need. 
Scarcely could Manuel be prevailed upon to 
go down into the chamber where His Majesty 
was : he apprised him, however, of the order 
of the Council of the Commune concerning 
M. Hug, and acquainted liim that another 
|)er80u would be sent in his stead. "I thank 
you," said the King, "but I had rather bo? 
attended by my son's valet de chambr 
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if the Council refuse to let me have his ser- 
vices, 1 will wait on myself: to this I have 
made up my miad." The King then spoke 
to him of the necessities of bis family, who 
were in want of linen and other articles of 
clothing. Manuel said he would go and give 
in an account of the matter to the Council; 
and retired. While I was attending hira back, 
I asked him whether the ferment continued : 
his answers led me to fear that the people 
would come to the Temple. " You have en- 
gaged iu a difficult service," added he, "I 
exhort you to have courage." 

At one o'clock, the King, signified a wish 
that he and bis famUy should take the air, but 
his request was refused. During dinner, the 
uoise of drums was heard, and soon after- 
wards the cries of the populace. The Royal 
Family being much alarmed, left the table, 
and retired to the Queen's chamber, I then 
went down stairs to dine with Tison and his 
wife, who were both employed in the Tower. 

We were scarcely seated, when a head af- 
fixed to the end of ii pike was presented at 
the window ! Tisou's wile immediately gave 
a loud shriek: the assassins thinking they 
I'ecognized in tlii^ expression of terror, the 
voice of the Queen, our ears were immediately 
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iiasailed with the savage laughter of these 
barbarmos. Under the idea thatHer Majesty 
was still at table, they had placed the victim 
ill such a way, that, had she beeo there, it 
could not have escaped her sight : it was the 
head of the Princess de Lamballe ! Although 
bloody, it was not disfigured : her flaxen hair, 
which was still braided, waved around the 
pike. 

I immediately ran to the King. Terror had 
BO altered my countenance, that the Queen 
took notice of it. 1 thought it necessary to 
conceal from her the cause of my emotion : I 
wuhed only to apprise the King or Madame 
Elizabeth of what I had seen; but the two 
municipal officers were present, " Why do 
you not go to your dinner ?" said the Queen 
to me. " Madam," said 1, "lam indisposed." 
At this moment a municipal officer entered 
the Tower, and, with an air of mystery, said 
something to his colleagues. TlicKing asked 
them if the safety of his family was endan- 
gered, " There is a report abroad," answered 
they, "that you and your family areno longer 
in the Totvcr ; and the people insist upon it 
that you should appear at the window; but 
we will not suli'er it ; the people ought to 
ibcw more conlideuoe in their magistrates. 
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However, the cries from without iiicit-'UMcd, 
and insults addressed to the Queon, were very 
distinctly heard. Another municipal ofiieer 
came unexpectedly into the apnrtineitt, fol- 
lowed by four men, who were deputed hy the 
people to ascertain whether the Royal Fumily 
were in the Tower. Oue of them, who was 
dressed in the costume of a Natiouul (jiuacd, 
having two epaulets, and armed with a great 
sabre, insisted that the prisoners should shew 
themselves at the window; but this the mu- 
nicipal officers opposed. This man said to the 
Queen, in the rudest touc imnginable, " There 
are some persona in this Tower who are de- 
sirous of concealing from you the head of 
Lambalic, which is brought here to let you 
see how the people revenge themselves on 
their tyrants : I advise you to shew yourself; 
if you refuse, the people shall come up here." 
Atthis menace the Queen fainted away. Lflew 
to her relief; and Madame Elisabeth assisted 
me in placing her on a sofa : her children 
burst into tears, and sought, by their caresses 
to bring her to herself. Still, however, this 
man did not go away. The King said to him 
with firmness, " We expect the worst, Sir ; 
but. you might hare dispensed with informing, 
the Queeo of this terrible calamity." Uc 
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afturnardK (inparlcil togelhcr with 1 

rodcs : tlie object of their mission waa ful- . 

When llie Qiiren recovered her senses, she 
mingled her tears with tltose of her children ; 
and retired wilh the Royal Family into the 
chaniher of Madame Elizabeth, where the 
clamours of Hie people were less heard. I re- 
mained awhile in the Queen's chamber, and, 
looking' through the blinds, I saw a second 
lime the head of the Princess de Laniballe. 
The man who carried i(, was mounted upon 
the rubbish of the houses titat had been 
pulled down in order (o isolate the Tower; 
another, by the side of him, held, upon the 
point of a sahre, the heart, all bloody, of this 
unfortunate Princess, The populace wanted 
to force the door of the Tower: a municipal 
officer, named D'Aujor, harangued ihem ; 
and I very distinctly heard him say, "The 
head of Antoinette does not belong to you ; 
Hie Departments have a right in It : — France 
has confided the custody of these great male- 
factors to the City of Paris: — it is your 
business to assist us in guarding them, until 
the national justice shall avenge the people." 
It was not until aft«r an hour of resiatance^^^J 
that he succeeded in getting them away. '^^| 
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Od the evening of tb« same day, one of tlif 
coiDuiissaries told me, that the populace had 
ettempted to get ia with tlie deputation, and 
to carry into the Tower the body of the 
Princess de Laraballe, naked and bloody, 
vrhich had been dragged from the prison of 
la Force to the Temple ; — that the municipal 
ofhcers, after having forcibly resisted them, 
had opposed, as a barrier to their entry, a 
Iricoloi-ed riband, tied across the principnl 
door of entrance; — that they had in vain im- 
plored assistance of the commune of Paris, 
of general Santerre, and of the National 
Assembly, to arrest their murderous deaigns, 
^Thich they took no pains to dissemble ; — and 
that, during six hours, it was uncertain whe- 
ther the Royal Family would not be massa- 
i.'1-ed. But, it seems, the faction was not as 
yet omnipotent: the chiefs of it, although 
tbey were agreed as to their design of perpe- 
trating the regicide, were not so as to the 
means of executing it ; and the Assembly 
were desirous, perhaps, that other hands than 
theirs should be the instrument of the conspi- 
rators. One circumstance, rather remarkable, 
is, that, after this recital, the municipal ot!i- 
cer made me pay forty-five sous, that being 
the cost of the trlcolored riband. 
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At eight o'clock in the evenings oil was- 
vpiet in tlie environs of llie Tower ; hut the 
[ MHie trasqaillity was far from reigning in 
I f eris, where the massacres continued during 
I -ibur or fiye days. I had an opportuoity, 
] mbile I was undressing the Kiug, to impart to 
I 'Mm tbn mtiv^ments thnt I had Keen, and the 
I (details that I had hrerd. Hn asked me who 
I %erc those muuicipa) officers ^tho had sliemi 
most firniBCES in defending (he lives of his 
"Amily: I mentioned D'Aujon, who liad nr- 
Vested the impetuosity of the people, ullliough 
lus KDimatioii proceeded from any thing ra- 
ther than good will towards His Majesty: 
although this officer did not return to the 
Tower until four mouths afterwards, the 
King, remembering his conduct, thanked him. 
These scenes of horror having been suc- 
I lieeded by some degree of tranquillity, the 
[ -Boyal Family continued the uniform course 
of life which they had adopted on first com- 
ing to the Ti-niple. That the details may he 
better understood, 1 shall here present a de- 
scription of the little Tower, lu which the 
King was tlien shut up. 

Its back was against the great Tower, with 
which, liow«¥er, it did net commuuicate ; and 
it formed an eUeng 'squnre, flanked by two 




Turrets. In one of these Turrets was a little 
staircase, leading fromtUe first story to a gal- 
lery upon the platform : in the other were 
closets oa each floor of the Tower. 

This building contained four stories. The 
first consisted of an anti-chamber and a 
dining-rooia in the body of it; and of a closet 
in the Turret, where there tvas a library of 
from twelve to fifteen hundred volumes. 

The second story was divided nearly in the 
same manner. The lari^est room served m a 
bed-chamber for the Queen and the Dauphin : 
the second room, ivhtch was separated fron 
the first by a small and very dark aati-c-l"*-™* 
ber, was occupied by Madame Royate and 
Madame Elizabeth. It was accessary to croaa 
tbia ohamber to go tu the closet in the Turret; 
and this closet, which nerved as a garderob» 
to the whole building, was cummon to tha 
Royal Family, the municipal aiScers, and tha 
Holdiera. 

Tbe King lodg;cd in the third story, and 
alept in the great room: the closet in the 
Turret served him for a study. By the sido 
of the King's chamber, and separated from U 
by a little dark room, there wag a kitchen, 
which Messrs, de Chamilly and Hue had in- 
habited, and upon which were the seals of 
D 2 
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ullice. The fourth story was shut up. On 
the (rround- floor there were kitchens of which 
use was made. 
The King generally rose at six in the morn- 

' ing. He shaved himself : I dressed his hair, 
and assisted in jiutling on his clothes. He 

, Hieu went to his study. This room being 
Very small, the municipal officer remained in 
the bed-chamber, the door being kept half 
open so that he might always have his eyes 
upon the King. His Majesty went to prayers 

' upon his knees for five or six minutes, and 
afterwards iisftd tn rpad till nine o'clock. 

_ Wi>ilp the King was thusengaged, after hav- 
I' ingputhis chamber to rights and prepared the 
breakfast- table, I went down to the Queen : 
•be did not open her door till I came, to prc- 
vent the municipal officer from going into the 
room. I dressed the young Prince, and 
dressed the Queen's hair, and then went into 
the chamber of Madame Royale and Madame 
Elizabeth, to perform the like service. While 
I was at their toilette, 1 had one of those few 
opportunities which offered themselves, when 
I could inform the Queen and Princesses of 
such intelligence as I might have obtained. 
A sign indicated that I had something to tell 
them ; on which, one of them entered into 
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«onverBation with the muaicip^ oflioer, and 
thus withdrew hi§ attention from us. 

At uiiie o'clock, the Queen, her children, 
and Mudauie filixabetU went up luto tlie 
Kind's eltaniber to breakfaat. After baving 
Eitteiided on tlicm, 1 adjusted tlia chambers 
ot'tlie Qjtieii and Prince sues. Tison and hia 
wife asiinted me only in occupations of thia 
kind. It was not solely for the service of the 
R»yal Family liiat tlll^y were placed in the 
Tower; a more important part was assigned 
lo them : namely, to observe every thin^ re- 
lating to thostf personages which mi^it escape 
the«ye8 of the municipal oHicera, and cvea^ 
if iKe caue required it, to denounce the oAicen 
lltemselves. Their instrumentality in crime! 
which were already contemplated, entered 
al^o, without doubt, into the plan of those 
who had clioseu them ; for Tison's wife, who 
then appeared to be of rather a mild charac- 
ter, and was much afraid of her husband, 
afterwards made herself known by an infamous 
denunciation of the Queen, in the course of 
wliich she fell into violent fits of raye, which 
were marked with all the fury and iucunsis- 
tancy of maduess ; and Tisoii, who had been 
formei'ly Clerk of the Barriers, was a hard- 
hearted and widted old man, incapable of auy 
D 3 
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pmolion of pity, and a stranger to every sen- 
timent of bumanily. By the side of what- 
ever was most virtuous on earlti, the conspi- 
rators had thought proper to place whatever 
was most vile among human beings ! 

At ten o'clock, the King went down with 
his family into the Queen's chamber, and 
there passed the day. He employed himself 
in the education of his son : he generally 
made him recite some passages of Corneille 
bad Racine, gave him lessons in geography, 
and exercised him in cleaning maps. The 
early understanding of the young Prince per- 
fectly corresponded to the tender cares of the 
King 1 his memory was so happy, that, upon 
a map covered with a sheet of paper, he 
could point out the departinents, the districts, 
the cities, and the course of the rivers : it 
was the new geogiajihy of France that the 
King shewed him. The Queen, on her part, 
occupied herself in the education of her 
daughter, and the various lessons which she 
gave her, lasted till eleven o'clock. After 
these were finished, they spent an hour in 
sewing, knitting, or tapestry- work. At noon, 
the three Princesses went into the chamber 
of Madame Elizabeth to change their morn- 
ing dress : on these occasions no niuuicip'il 
officer went in with them. 



From one to two o'clock, when tlie wpatlier 
was fine, the Royal Family were permitted to 
take a little recreation in the t^arilen, where 
they were accompanied by four municipal 
officers anit a colonel of ihu National Guards. 
As there were a great many workmen in the 
Tem|>le, emi)loyed in faking down houses and 
building new walls, only a part of the walk 
of chesnut trees was allotted for the promen- 
ade. I also had permission to join in these 
walks, during which 1 engaged the young 
Prince to play, either at ball, coits, running, 
or some other diverting exercise. 

At two o'clock the Royal 'Family r 
to the Tower, when 1 served up dinner; and 
every day, at the same hour, Santerrc, brewer 
of beer, and commander-in-chief of the Na- 
tional Guard of Paris, came to the Temple, 
accompanied by two aides-de-camp, and 
minutely inspected the different apartments: 
sometimes the King spoke to him, the Queen 
never. After dinner, the Royal Family went 
into the Queen's chamber, when Their Ma- 
jesties usually made up a party at piquet or 
ticktack, It was during this time that I 
dined. 

At four o'clock the King took a little repose, 
the Princesses being all seated around him. 
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and each of them occupied with a book, The 
most profound silence reigned during this 
«lumbei-. Wliat au aflecting sight'. It was 
that of a. King, puri^ued by hatred and cal- 
Vmny, and fallen fruin a throne to a prison, 
'hat still stipporied by his conscience, and 
«1eeping (leticefiilly in the calmness of inno- 
oence; wlule his wife, his children, and his 
cister contemplated with veneration his au- 
gust features, to which, misfortune seemed to 
impart a further increase of serenity, and 
Upon which, one might read by anticipation, 
the happiness of which lie already possessed 
a foretaste. This affecting epectacle can never 
be effaced from my memory. 

When the King awoke the conversation 
was renewed ; and, at these times, the Prince 
made me sit down by him. Under his own 
immediate inspection 1 gave iossoiis of pen- 
manship to his son ; and, according to his in- 
strucliona, the words composing the copies 
were selected from the works of Muntesquien 
and other celebrated authors. After this les- 
son, I accompanied the yonog Prince to the 
chamber of Madame Elizabeth, where I set 
him to play at ball, and at battledore and 
shuttlecock. 

lu the evening, the Royal Family sat roi 
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a table, while the Queen read aloutl from liia- 
torical works, or some other well-choseu books 
proper to instruct and amuse her children, 
but iu which an unexpected application to 
theif unhappy situation often presented itself, 
and gave rise ta very painful ideas. Maduine 
Elizabeth also took a. part iu these readings, 
which lasted till ei^ht o'clock. After this I 
served up the young Prince's supper in 
Madame Elizabeth's chamber, at which the 
Royal Family assisted. During this repast, 
the King took a pleasure in diverting bis 
childreu, by making them gness at riddh;s, 
taken from an old French Mercury* which 
he had found in the library. 

After the Dauphin had supped, I undressed 
him, and the Queen made htm say his prayers : 
lie had one iu particular for the Prineess de 
Lamhalle; and, in another, he implored God 
to protect the life of the Marchioness de 
Tourzel, his governess. When the municipal 
officers were too near, the young Prince of his 
own accord had the precaution to say these two 
last prayers iu a low voice. I then made him 
go to the closet, and, if I had any thing to 
communicate to the Queen, I seized this op- 
portunity of speaking to her. I act^uainted 
her with the contents of the newspaper 
* A newipaper «u called. 



I 




■ought to fli^^l 



none were suffered to be brought i 
Tower ; but a crier, who was sent expressly 
for the purpose, came every evening at scTen 
o'clock, near the wall of the rotunda in the 
encloGure of the Temple, and cried several 
times the particulars of every thing that took 
f>lAceatthe National Assembly, at the ilf auoit- 
de-ville, and at the armies. It was in the 
King's reading-room that I placed myself to 
bear bim, and there, in silence, it was easy 
tot me to hear and recollect erery thing he 
said. 

At nine o'clock the King supped. The 
Quren and Madame Elieabeth remained al- 
ternately with the Dauphin during this re- 
past: I carried them what they chose for 
Bupper; and this was another of those aio- 
nents when I could speak to them without 
witness. 

' After supper, the King went u]i for a am- 
ment into the Queen's chamber, and gave her 
his hand in token of adieu, and also his sister, 
and received the embraces of his children ; he 
then went up into his own chamber, ami re- 
tired to his study, where he read till midnight. 
The Queen and the Princesses shut themaolvas 
up in their apartments. One of the muuioi- 
paL ollivers rcmaiued in the small room which 
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scpatated iLlLt cbatnbers, and there passed 
llie night : tlie other fullowed His Majesty. 

I then plucediny beil near that of the King; 
hut, before His Majesty neat to bed, he 
waited till the new iiiuuici^ial oilicer came 
up stairs, tliat he might kiicitv ^vho he mue; 
and, if he had not seen hiin before, lie desired 
me to ask his nnine. Tjic muuicipol othcerB 
were relieTed at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, at five in the avaalng, and at midnight. 
This sort of life continued all the time the 
King- remained in the itttle Tower, which was 
till the Ihictietb of Se]>tejuber. 

I return to tlie order of facts. On the fourth 
of September Petion's secretary came to the 
Tower, to remit the King the sum of two 
thousand livres in a»»ignata: he required of 
the King an acquittance. liis Majesty desired 
him to pay M. Hue tlie sum of five hundred 
and tweuty-six livres, which he had advanced 
for his use : this be promised to do. This 
sum of two thousand livres is the only one 
which has been paid, although the National 
Assembly had assigned live hundred thousand 
livres for the expeuces of His Majesty in the 
Tower of the Temple ; but, without douht, 
before they discovered the true projects of 
their chiels, »r before they had dared to join 
in them. 
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Two days afterwards, Madame Elizabeth 
made me collect some little ciTGcts bclon^ng 
to the Princess dc Lainballe, which she had 
left in the Tower at the time she was taken 
away. 1 made them up into a parcel, which, 
accompanied with a letter, I addressed to her 
first fille de charohre. I afterwards learned 
that neither the packet nor the letter ever 
reached her. 

The character of the generality of the mu- 
nicipal' officers who were chosen to attend at 
the Temple about this period, indicated what 
sort of men were employed for the Revolu- 
tion of the tenth of August, and for the mas- 
sacres of the second of September. A few 
facts may serve to shew the disposition of 
these commissaries, individually, — 

A municipal oHicernamedt/^acgHes, (James,) 
who was a teacher of the English language, 
chose one day to follow the King into his read- 
ing room, and seated himself by his side. The 
King told him mildly, that his colleagues 
always left him to himself ; that, as the door 
was alw aya open, he could not be out of his 
sight ; and that the room was too small for 
two, Jacques, however, in a harsh and rude 
manner, persisted in bis purpose, and the 
King was obliged to yield the point : he gave 
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Up his reading, therefore, for that day, and 
returned to his chamber, where this municipal 
officer continued to beset biui with the most 
tyrannical saroeiUtince. 

One morning, at his rising, the King, 
tiikiiig the commissary on guard for him who 
had been on duty the preceding evening, and 
observing, in a feeling manner, that he was 
sorry they bad forgotten to relieve him ; the 
municipal officer answered this mark of sen- 
sibility on tlie part of the King only by insult. 
" I ara come here," said he, "to look after 
your conduct, not that you should attend to 
mine :"and then advancing near His Majesty, 
with bis hat upon bis bead, be continued : 
*' no one whatever, and least of all you, has 
any right to meddle with it." Thi» man was 
insolent all the rest of tJie day. I afterwards 
learned that his name was Meunier. 

Another commissary, named Le Clerc, a 
physician by profession, got into the Queen's 
chamber, at the time I was giving a lesson of 
wriliug to tlie young Prince : be affected to 
interrupt this business, in order to descant 
upon the republican education which it was 
necessary to give to the Dauphin : be was 
desirous of substituting for his instruction, 
works of tbe^ost revolutionary description. 
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A iourU) was prewnt at a recitation Mliicb 
the Queen was giTifig to her diiktren : alia 
was readini- a valiime of the HU lory of Francr, 
at the period when the Gunslable of Botirbua 
took ip arms against Frauce, He preteuded 
tbat, by this example, the Queen was desirous 
of inEpiring her son with sontimeuts of vea- 
g«anee ai^Miist his country; and he made a 
fermal denutrei»ti»D of it to the Couoeil. I 
aoqoaintect the Queen with this circumstance, 
who afterwards so managed it in regard ta 
Mm choice of Miiijects, that they eould not ca- 
hniHiiate her motives. 

A nan of lh« name of Simon, a shoe-maker 
am) municipal- ojfiGer, was one of six eommis- 
!>aries> eharged with the Eiiperititendance of 
the works a-nd cxpences of tiie Temple; and 
he was the only one who, under pretence of 
properlj acqui«tint|^ himself, did not quit the 
"i'orwfr. This uinii never iij)peared before the 
Boyal Family without affecting the vilest in- 
solence. Ite often said to me, in the King's 
henrvng', " Clei y, ask Capet if he wants any 
tiling, that 1 may not liave the trouble of com- 
ing up a second time." 1 was obliged to re- 
ply, '* He does not want any thing." This 
is the aenie Himon who afterwards had the 
custody ol iha ycun^ Louis, and who, by a 
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studied tarbarity of condsct, rendered this 
interesting ciiild so unl)a]ipy; and there w 
ewen reason to believe, that be wa* the in- 
strument of tlioHe who cut short his days. 

As a means of teaching this young Prince 
the use of figures, I had, by order of the 
Queen, made a multiplicatiun table : this gave 
occasion lor one of the naMii)ct|>CLl officers to 
pretend, that ahe was shewing her son how ta 
sjieak iu cypher ; so that it was neceesary *8 
give Bp the kssons of arithiBetic. 

A similar thing happened, in respect to tlte 
tapestry- work, at which the Queen and Prin- 
cesses employed themselvee in the first days 
of their detention. Some coverings of chain 
being finished, the Queen ordered me to send 
them to the Duchess de Sereut ; but, the mu- 
nicipal officers, of whom I asked permission 
to forward them, thought tlie deeigna were 
hieroglyphic representations, intended as & 
means of carrying on a secret correspondeac* 
with the exterior ; in consequence of whicb 
tliery took out an order, whereby they were for- 
bidtlen to permit any of the needle-work be- 
longing to (lie Princesses to go out of the 
Tower. 

Many were the indignities and insults to 
wliich the Royal Family were suhjected. 
B 2 
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Soiue of the commissaries oever spoke to the 
King, the young Prince, or the Princesses 
without associating with their names the most 
offensive epithets. A municipal ofitcer, named 
Turlot, said one day, in my presence, 
the executioner does not guillotine this 
family, 1 will do it myself." 

The King and bis family, when they 
out to the promenade, had to pass before a 
great number of sentinels, of whom, at this 
period, many were posted even in the interior 
of the little Tower : the sentries presented 
arms to the municipal officers and colonels, 
but when the King came near them, they, in 
un affected manner, either grounded their 
pieces, or reversed them. 

One of these sentries of the iatenor one 
day wrote on the inside of the King's cham- 
ber, "The guillotine is permanent, and awaits 
the tyrant LouU XVi." The King read these 
iTords : 1 was going to efface them, but Ilis 
Majesty prevented me. 

One of the porters of the Tower, named 
Recher, who was of a horrible figure, and 
wore a sapper's dress, with long mustachios, 
a leathern cap upon his head, a broad-sword, 
and a girdle, from which was suspended a 
bunch of great keys, used to plant himself at 
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the door, when the King wished to go out}, 
and he iJid not open it until the moment that 
His Majesty was close to him ; and then, 
under pretence of seeking for that which he 
wanted amongst this great number of keys, 
he shook them with a frightful Doiae; and 
having thus affectedly detained the Royal 
Family, he drew th» .bolts in a clattering 
manner: after tliia he went hastily down 
stairs, placed himself by the side of the lart 
door with a long pipe in his month, and od 
every one of the Royal Family, as they went 
out, especially the Princesses, he whiffed thd 
smoke of tobacco. Some of the National 
Guards diverted themselves with these inso- 
lent jests, and, assembled in a body near this 
fellotv, laughed aloud at every puff of smoke, 
and accompanied their merriment with laa> 
guage of the most gross description ; while 
others, again, in order to enjoy this sight 
more at their ease, even brought chairs bs' 
longing to the ci>r/>S(ye (/arde, remained seatec^'l 
iind obstructed the passage, though it was 
already too narrow. 

Daring the promenade, the cannonierg as- 
sembled together, dancing, and singing songs 
that were always revolutionary and soiae- 
limea obsceoe. 




Wlien the Royal Family returned again to 
the Tower they underwent the same insults : 
the walla were oftea covered with the most in- 
tiecent inscriptions, written in pretty large 
characters that tbey might not escape their 
notice. Here they might read^ " Madcane 
Veto will dance it.— We shall find a way of 
feeding the great bog, — Down with the red 
riband. — We must strangle the little wolves," 
&c. Sometimes a gibbet was drawn, on which 
was suspended a ligure, under the feet of 
which was written, "Zowic taking a hath of 
air ;" sometimes a guillotiDe, with these words, 
" L<mi» crachant dans le sac,"* &c. 



* la this age and nation, most of tliese allusions appear 
1(1 be too odious and deapiuable far iasertian in anj decent 
and nell-inleationed publication j but, at thcsametime, it 
should be remtinbereil, that they are real exhIbitiDDS orthe 
olhcnrije inconceivable turpitude of nnprinclpled men, 
HliCD under strong eicitement and abandoDEd to ibe do- 
minion of their mali)[nant passions; for these expressioDi 
were not confined (o the individuals who liad access lo (he 
Tower, but present true specimens of that bintatity and 
revolutionary furor, wbich it that time pervnded the streets 
of Paris and other parti of France, and eventually detnged 
the natiOQ in blood: such demonstrations, ihererore, must 
have appeared to ilie JonmalUt in the highest degree 
meuiicing and execrable. However this may be, fidelity 
to the oiiglnal reijuirei, that tlie eutlre text should be re- 
laiued in ibii place. fTroiu.^ 



45 

Thus was converted into puuishment the 
ihort walk which the Royal Family was al- 
lowed to take : the King and Queen might 
have avoided it by remaining in the Tower, 
but their children, the objects of their sen- 
sibility, had need of this recreation ; and it 
was for their sakes, ihat Their Majesties 
every day endured without murmuring, these 
numerous outrages. 

Some indications, however, either of fidelity 
Drcoinpassion,sonfietimes occurred to assuage 
the horror of these persecutions, and were the 
more remarkable because they were rare. Tlie 
following are of this description. — 

One day the behavior of a sentinel who was 
pasted at the door of the Queen's apartment 
attracted my notice : he was an inhabitant of 
the suburbs, and though habited as a country- 
man, was in his person decent and clean. I 
was alone in the anti-chamber, reading; he 
fixed his eyes upon me, and seemed to be 
greatly moved ; I then paaaed before bim, be 
presented arms, and said to me in a tremulous 
voice, "You cannot go out." "Why?" "My 
" orders are to keep you in sight." " You are 
" mistaken," said I. " What, Sir, are you 
" not the King?" "Then you do not know 
" him," " I have never seen him, Sir, and I 
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' would ratlier aee liitn in any other place than 
' iliis." "Speak low: I am going into this 
' chamber ; I will If^ave the door half open, 
'and you shall see the King: he is seated 
' near the window, mth a boott in his hand." 
1 intimated to the Queen the wish of this sen- 
I iincl, and the King, whom she informed of it, 
had the iroodness to walk hackwarda and for- 
wards from one chamber to Ibeolher, in order 
io pass before him. I went up to the sentinel 
a second time: "Aii! Sir," said he, "how 
good the King is ; how he loves his children !" 
Be was so much affected that it was with 
diflBculty he could speak. "No," continued 
he, striking his breast, " leannot bclicTC that 
he has done us so much ill." I began to he 
afraid, that the extreme agitation of this man 
Ivould expose him to danger, and therefore 
I left him. 

Another time a sentinel of an engaging 
I figure, and still very young, who was placed 
I at the end of the walk which served as a pro- 
imenacte, expressed by his looks a wish to give 
I Aome intimations to the Royal Family. Ma- 
dame Elizabeth, in the second turn of the 
walk, passed near him, to see if he would 
speak to her : either through fear or respect 
he did not venture to address herj but the 
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tears glistened in liU eyes, and he si^nifud by 
his gestures, that he had hidden a paper in 
the rubbish near him : 1 set about finding i( 
ill feigning to choose coits for the young 
Friuce; but the municipal officers ordered 
jne to retire, and forbad me thencefortti to ap- 
proach the sentiuela. I have never been able 
to discover the intentions of this young man. 
This hour of walking, moreover, presented 
to tlie Royal Family a species of cxhibitioa 
which racked their sensibility, A great num- 
ber of faithful subjects, daily took advantags 
of these Heeling opportunities of seeing their 
Queen and King, by placing themselves at the 
windows of the houses situated around the 
garden of the Temple : and it was impassible 
to deceive oueself as to their true sentiments 
and wishes. Among these kind-hearted in- 
dividuals, I once thought I recognized the 
Marchioness de Tourzelj and I was led to 
this opinion, principally, in coDsequence of 
her extreme watchfulness, in following with 
her eyes the movements of the young Prince, 
when he happened to stray from his august 
parents. 1 communicated this observation to 
Madame Elizabeth : at the name of Madame 
de Tourzel, this Pi'incess, who thought she 
had been one of the victims of the second of 



September, could not rerrain from tears. 
« What !" said sbe, "Who could have thought 
' that she should be still living !" 

Tfte next day, 1 Ibund means to gain intel- 
ligence that the Miircliioness de Tourzel was 
at one of her estates. 1 learnt also, that tbe 
Princess dc Tarente aud tht: Marchioness de 
b Roche-Aimont, who, on the tenth of Au- 
gust, at the lime of the attack, were in the 
Castle of the Thuilleries, h&d escaped the as- 
sassins. Tbe safety of these persons, nhose 
^eTotion had manifested itself on so many 
■ toccasions, gave some moments of consolation 
to the Royal Family ; but, on the other hand, 
they soon heard the dreadful news of the 
prisoners of the Hifjh Court of Orleans hav- 
iog been massacred on the ninth of September 
at Versailles, The King was overwhelmed 
with grief at the sad fate of the Duke de 
Brissac, Arho had not quitted him, even for a 
single day, from the commencement of the 
Revolution, uitt^l the time of his arrest : His 
Majesty also much regretted M. de Lessart 
and the other interesting victims of their at- 
tachment to their King and conntry. 

On the twenty-first of September, at four 
o^clock ill the afternoon, one Lubin, a ntuni- 
oipal officer, surrounded by cavalry, and a 



r 



i& 






iiuioerouti populace came before the Tower, 
to proclaim a decree wliich bad recently been 
passed by the National AsBcmbly. The trum- 
pets sounded, and there wan a ^kaX. silence. 
This Lubin had the voice of a Stentor. The 
Royal Family could distinctly hear the pro- 
clamation of the abolition of Royalty and 
establishment of a Republic. Hubert, so well 
known under the name of Pere Duehesnp^ 
and Destoiirnellea, who was afterwards Minis- 
ter of the public eontribiitions, were then on 
g:uBrd in tlie apartments of the Koyal Family : 
at this moment, they were seated near the door, 
and fixed ibeireyessi^nificantly upon (^^oMNf^ 
theKing, accompanied with a malicious smile: 
the King perceived it; but, with a book in 
bis band, he continued reading: no alteration 
was observable in his countenance. The 
Queen displayed the same iirninestt ; not a 
word — not a movement did she betray which 
iBigbt increase the triumph of these two men. 
The proclamation being finished, the trumpet* 
sounded anew : 1 placed myself at a window : 
immediately the eyes of the people wero 
turned towards me: I was taken for Louis 
£VI. and loaded with abuse : the soldiers 
menaced me with their sabres, and I was 
obliged to retire, in order to put au end to the 
tumult. 
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Tlie same cveiuDg, 1 acquainted (he King 
wiih tlic need which his son had of curtains 
anil bltinkets for his bed, the weather now 
beginiiiDg to grow cold. The King told uie 
to write tlie demand, nud signed it. 1 made 
use of the same expressions as hitherto :— 
" The King requires for his son," &c. " You 
" are very audacious," said Destournelles to 
" me, "thus to make use of a title that is 
" abolished by the will of the people, as you 
*' have just now heard." 1 observed to him, 
" that ■ " I had heard a procloniation, but that 
I did not know its purport :" " It is," said he, 
'* the abolition of Royalty ; and you may tell 
*' the gentleman," pointing to the King, " to 
** cease to assume a title that the people no 
" longer acknowledge." "I cannot," replied I, 
' " change the note ; it is already signed ; the 
" King will ask me thecause of the alteration, 
" and it is not for me to inform him." "You 
'* will do as you please," said he, "but I will 
" not certify your demand." The next day, 
Madame Elizabeth ordered me, for the future, 
to write for these sort of things in the man- 
ner following : " It is necessary for the use of 

Louis XVI. of Marie Antoinette 

of Louis Charles'— ■ — of Marie Thereto 
—^^— of Marie Elizabeth," &c. 



I'pio tliU liini-, 1 liatl often been 
to repf^at theee demands. The small supply 
ill' iineu that the King and Queen jioisessed, 
had been lent tu them by persoDS beloug^itig 
to the Court, ^ during Ibc time they remained 
at the Feuillans, None cuuld be procured 
Iroin the Custic of the Tbuilleries, where, on 
the tenth of August, all had been given up 
to pillage. The Royal Family were particu- 
larly deficient in garments: ths PrinceEses 
mended them every day; and frequently, 
Madame Elizabeth, in order to repair those 
belonging to the King, was obliged to wait 
until he vns gone to bed. However, after 
many entreaties, I prevailed on the Council 
to order a few articles of new linen; but the 
work-women having marked them with letters 
surmounted with a Crown, the municipal 
ofhcers required that the Princesses should 
take out the Crowns : such was their present 
condition, that it was necessary to obey. 

■ The Couniess of Siitlierlunil, the Lad; of the English 
Ambasiadoj- a( tlie French Court, foimd meant to cenvey 
to the Queen, Eome linen and other articles for the yauDg 
Prince. Tlie Queen afterwardi (she lieing; then deprived 
of the use of pen, iuk, and paper,) ordered ine to return 
lliese things, and to write to Her Ladyship to acknowledge 
ihe laiar in the name of Her Msjestj'. The municipal 
officers opposed the message, and kept the linen and eOccli. 
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On tbe twen(]r-aix1h of Septetuber, I learnt 

by a iDunicipal oflScer, that it was proposed (o 

I separate the King from liis family ; and that 

L the apartment in the great Toner intended 

L for bim, would Boon be ready for his recep- 



It was not without many precautions, that 
' I announced to the King this new tyranny : 
f I protested how much it had cost me to afflict 
him with this distressing intelligence. " You 
" cannot give me a greater proof of attacfa- 
*' ment," said His Majesty : "I require from 
' your zeal, that you conceal nothing from 
' me : 1 am prepared for every thing that 

* may take place. Endeavour to find out the 

* day of this painful separation, and to in- 

* form me of it." 

On the twenty-ninth of September, at ten 

o^clock in the morning, five or six municipal 

oflicers entered the Queen's chamber, where 

the Royal Family were assembled. One of 

[ ,thcm, named Cliarbonuicr, read to the King 

I Itu order (arreli) of the Council of the coih- 

I Munp, which directed them "to take away 

\ *' pa])er, ink, pens, pencils, and even written 

* papers, as well from the persons of those 
' under detention as from their chambers ; 
" and also from the valet de cbarobre and 
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"other persons serving in the Tower:" — 
" When you want any thing," added lie, 
" Cl6ry mil go down and nrlte your demands 
" upou a register which will be kept in the 
" Council chamber." The King and his 
family, without making the least observation, 
searched in their pockets, and gave up their 
papers, pencils, pocket necessaries, &g, The- 
cominissaries afterwards examined the cham- 
bers, searched the drawers, and carried away 
whatever they could find of the articles desig- 
nated in the order. I then found by one of 
the municipal officers of the deputation, that, 
on the very same evening, the King was to 
be traaeferred to the gTcut Tuwer : of this I 
found means to advise His Majesty, bf 
Madame Elizabeth, 

In fact, after supper, as the King was quit- 
ting the Queen's cbambar to go to his own, a 
municipal ofHcer told him to wait, the Council 
having something to communicate to him. A 
quarter of an hour afterwards, the six muni- 
cipal oflicers who in the morning had taken 
away his papers, entered; and read to the 
King a second order of the commune, whieh 
directed his removal into the great Tower. 
Although apprised of this fveut, the King 
was again very lauoh afTocted. Ilis aiQicted 
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famil) souglit to read, in tlie oves cf tlic 
mUsaricR, how far their designs might extomi; 
it was in ihe midst of the greatest cousterita- 
tion and alarm that the Kiag received ttieir 
adieus ; and these momeots of a Beparalion 
which announced so many calamities, were 
the most afflictive that Their Majesties had 
yet passed in the Temple. 1 followed the 
King into his new prison. 

The apartment in the great Tower to which 
the King was now conducted, was not yet 
finished : there was but one bed in it and no 
curtains : the painters and paper-hangers 
were still at work in it, which caused an in- 
talerable smell ; and I was apprehensiTe that 
Bis Majesty would be incommoded by it. A 
chamber very distant from that of the King 
was designed for me : I insisted strongly, 
Iiowever, that I should be stationed near him 
as heretofore. I passed the first n)i>;lit upon 
a chair near His Majesty : the neitt day, it 
was not without great difficulty, that the 
King prevailed on the municipal ollicers to 
let me have a chamber adjoining (o his own. 
The next morning, after the King had risen, 
I was desirous of going to dress the young 
Prince, but the municipal officers would not 
graut me permission ; one of them, named 



Veron, said to me, " You are to have no more 
" oominuuication vtitb the female prisoners, 
*' nor your master neitber ; he is not even to 
" see his children again." At nine o'clock, 
the King demanded of the commissaries to 
be conducted to his family. " We bare no 
orders for that," said they. His Majesty 
made some obserrations in reply, but received 
no answer. 

Half an hour afterwards, two municipal 
officers entered, followed by a man-servant, 
who brought the King a piece of bread and a 
flaggon of lemonade for his breakfast i the 
King signified to them his desire to dine with 
his family ; they answered that tbey should 
be governed by the orders of the commune. 
■' But," added the King, " surely my valet de 
" chambre may go to them; he has the care 
" of ray son, and there is nothing to prevent 
" his continuing to serve him." " That does 
" not depeud upon us," said the commissa- 
ries, and retired. 

I was then in a corner of the chamber, 
overwhelmed with grief, and absorbed in the 
most distressing reflections upon the lot of 
this august family. On one side I saw the 
sufferings of my master; on the other, I 
figured to myself the young Prince, commit- 



ted, perhaps, into the hands of fitraogers. It 

was already rumoured that lie was to be se- 

I parated from Their Majesties : what new suf- 

' ferings would not the Queen be subjected to, 

in the event of his being carried off! 

I was occupied with these afflictive ideas, 
when the King came to mc, holding in his 
hand the bread wliich they liad brought him : 
he presented me with the moiety of it, and 
■aid, "It appears that they have forgotten 
" your breakfast : take this, I have enough 
*' without it," I declined accepting the offer, 
but he insisted upon it. 1 could not refrain 
from tears-, the King perceived H, and be- 
came similarly affected. 

At ten o'clock, other municipal officers 
brought the workmen, to continue the works 
' of the apartment : one of these municipal 
officers told the King, tliat he had just been 
assisting at the breakfast of his family, and 
that they were alt in good health. *' 1 thank 
" you," replied the King, "and I beg you 
" will inform them of what concerns me, and 
" tell them I am well : Can 1 not," added he, 
" have some books that I have left in the 
" Queen's chamber ? You will oblige me by 
" sending them to me, for I have nothing to 
" read." His Majesty named the books he 
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wiilied to have. This municipal olficer con- 
sented to the King's detn&tid, but not knr>w- 
iag how to read, he pro^iosed to me to accom- 
puuj him. I coagratulatiiii myself on thu 
ignorance of this man, and bleaiied Providence 
for having alfurded ma Uiia raumeut of coutto- 
lation. 'I'lie Kinj; changed me nith some 
orders: his eyea told me the rest. 

1 found the Queen in her chamber, sur- 
rounded by her ohildieii and Madame Eliza- 
beth. They were all wc-eping, and iheirsorrow 
increased at sight of uie : tliey put a tbouaand 
questions to me concerning the King, which 
1 cauld only answer in a reserved manner. 
The Queen, addressing herself to the muni- 
cipal oHicer who had accompanied me, ear- 
nestly renewed the demaud to be with the 
King, at least during some part of ttie day, 
and at (he hours of meal : it was no longer 
complaints and tears, but cries of grief. — 
" Well, they shall dine together to day ! 
said a municipal officer, " but, as we are under 
the orders of the communey \te shall act to- 
morrow as tliey may direct." To this pro- 
posal his colleagues consented. 

At the simple idea of being again with the 
King, a sentiment, bordering on joy, arose to 
solace this unfortunate family. The Quocn, 
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clasping Iiercliildren in her arms, and Madame 
Klizabetb, with her hands raised towards 
heaven, thanked God for this unexpected 
happiueGS, presenting a spectacle the most 
loiichin^. Some of the naunicipal officers 
could not refrain from tears, (the only tears 
which 1 ever saw them shed in this frightful 
abode.) One of them (the Bhoemaker Simoo) 
said in a pretty loud voice, " I believe these 
b*** of women will make me cry;" and 
afterwards, addressing himself to the Queen, 
he coDtinmcd, "When you assassinated the 
people on tlie tenth of August, you did not 
cry." — " The people are much deceived in 
regard to our sentimeots," replied the Queen. 

I then took the books as the King had di- 
rected me, and carried them to him. Tha 
municipal officer went in with me to announce 
to His Majesty that be should see his family. 
I said to these commissaries, that I might, 
without doubt, continue to attend the youDg 
Prince and the Princesses ; to which they 
consented. I found an opportunity to inform 
the Queen of what had passed, and of all that 
the King had suffered since he quitted them. 

Dinner was served up in the King's apart- 
ment, where his family came; and, by the 
burst of affection which ensued, one might 
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jn{l5*i "* l^''*' feAi* by which they Uail been 
.ig-itated. No more was heard of the orders 
of the eoiHmutu, and the Uoyal Family con- 
tinued to meet together at the hours of repast, 
as also at the promenade. 

After dinner, the Queen was shewn to the 
apartmcDt which was preparing for her above 
that of the King : she entreated the men who 
were employed about it to expedite their 
work; but it was three weeks before it was 
finished. 

In the mean time, I continaed myserTicea 
both to Their Majesties, and to the young 
Prince and Princesses. Their occupations 
were nearly the same as heretofore. The at- 
tention which the King paid to the education 
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met with no interruption ; but the 
the Royal Family in two separated 



Towers, as it rendered the Murceillance of the 
•"unicipal officers more diSicuU, rendered it 
also more vigilaut. The number uf uommis- 
saries were augmented, and their increased 
distrust left me very few means of being in- 
formud of what was going forward beyond 
the bounds of our prison. The I'olli^wing are 
those of which I availed myself: — 

Under the pretext of bring^ing rau linen and 
other necessary ,arlicles, I obtained permission 
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that my wife should come to the Temple oncn 
a week ; and she was always accoinpanied by 
one of her friends, who passed for a relation. 
Nobody has evinced more attention to the 
Royal Family than this lady, by the difficul- 
ties she has encountered, and the risks she has 
for their convenience, on several occa- 
■ions. On their arrival, I used to be called 
down to Ibe Council-chamber, but I could 
only speak to them in the presence of the 
municipal officers, and we were narrowly 
watched ; so that the first visits did not ful- 
[ fil my aim. I tUen gave them a hint to come, 
in future, at one o'clock in the afternoon : 
this was the hour of promenading, during 
Trhich, most of the municipal officers attended 
the Royal Family : there remained only one 
[.in the Council-chamber; and, if he was a 
i^civil man he allowed us a littl* more liberty, 
I without however permitting us to be out of 
his sight. 

Having IhuB obtained some opportunities 
of speaking; without being heard, I enquired 
.about those persons in whose welfare the 
Royal Family took tLe most interest; and I 
I ^ined information of what was passing in 
the Convention.* It was my wife who eu- 

■ After the tbolltioD of Royalif, the National Aiiembly 
took the tiUa of " (he National Conveniion." (Traiu.J 



paged the crier, of wliom I haye already spo- 
ken, to come every day close to the walls of 
the Temple, and to cry, several times orcr, 
the particulars of the daily prints. 

To these articles of intelligence may he- 
added, whatcTer I could pick up from any of 
the municipal officers ; and especially, from u 
very faithful servant of the name of Turgi. 
Groom of the mouth fGargon 3e la bouche i 
to the King, who, through attachment to His 
Majesty, had found means io get himself em. 
ployed in the Temple, together with (wo of 
his fellow-servants, Marchand and Chretien. 
They brought into the Tower the meals of 
the Royal Family, which were prepared in a 
kitchen at some distance ofi*: they were be- 
sidfls entrusted with commissions of purveyor- 
ship; and Turgi, who took part in this em- 
ployment, going out of the Temple in his turn 
two or three times a week, could inform him- 
self of whatever was passing. The difficulty 
was how to apprise me of what he had learnt : 
he was forbidden to speak to me, except in 
the way of business as respected the accom- 
modatioQ of the Royal Family, and even then, 
our intercourse was always in presence of the 
municipal officers. When he wished to tell 
me any thing, be made me a concerted sign, 
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and I ttieii sougiit menus to converse witli him 
under dllTerent pretences. Sometimes 1 re> 
^'^uestt'd him to dress my bnir, ntien Madame 
^£lizubctli, nlio kntw of my iiiiderstaudiu^ 
'imith Turgi, chatted nitli tlie municipal 
icers; wliich thus afforded ua siuf}icient 
P time for coDversation : sometimes I gave liiin 
. an opportunity of going into my cbamber, of 
which he took advantage by placing niider 
my bed the journals, memoirs, and other 
printed aiticles that he wished to put into my 
, bands. When tlie King or Queen were de. 
^ jgiroua of any particular comniunicaliuns from 
i,1vithout, and the day when my wife was to 
,iCome happened to be distant, I entrusted 
Turgi, moreover, with this business. li' it 
4 -was not his day to go out, I feigned to wart 
Lsome article for the service of the Royal 
k,f amily : "That must be done another day," 
' said he: "Very well !" replied I carelessly, 
' the King will wait." In thus speakiug, it 
was my design to induce the municipal officers 
to let him have an order to go out : frequently 
kjie received one, and the same evening or the 
ft^e.\t morning he gave me the details required. 
T^e had agreed to manage matters in this way ; 
I 4>ut it was necessary to lake care, not to em- 
ploy a second time the same artifices before 
the same commissaries. 
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tievr obstacles presentad themselves 
dering an account to Ihe King of the infor- 
mation that was thus obtaiDed. In theevenin^, 
1 could only speak to His Majesty at the time 
when the municipal officers were relieved, and 
at his going to bed. Sometimes I could speak 
a word to liim in the morning, when his keep- 
ers were not as yet in a state to appear at his 
rising : I then affected not to wish to go into 
the King's chamber without tbem, but at the 
same time made them sensible that he was 
waiting I'ur nie : if they permitted me to go 
in, I immediately drew the curtains of the 
King^s bed, and, while I put on his stockings, 
spoke to him without being either seen or 
heard. Generally my hopes were disappointed^ 
the municipal officers obliging me to wait till 
they were dressed, so as to accompany meinto 
the King's chamber. Many of them even 
treated me with harshness : — some ordered me, 
in the morning, to take away theirtruas-beds; 
and, in the evening, obliged me to replace 
them ; others continually held discourses with 
of au insulting nature. But this conduct 
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furnished me with new means of being useful 
to Their Majesties : opposing to the commis- 
isaries only the mildness of complaisance, I 
gained upon them in spite of themselves ; I 
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insjiired Ibem with ccnfidcore ivilliout tlivir 
perceiving it ; and 1 n its thus often enabled (o 
know, Gven from tLemscJves, n bat 1 n isbcd to 
learn. 

Such was tbe plan wliich I bad been pur- 
suing nith so mucb care, ever since my com- 
ing info tbe Tempie ; when au event as strange 
as it was unexpected, made me fear 1 should 
be for ever separated from the Royal Family. 

One evening, about six o'clock, on Ihe fifth 
of October, after having accompanied the 
Queen to her apartment, I :>gain went up to 
the King, along with two mui)ict|ial oflicers; 
when the sentinel posted ut tbe dour of tbe 
guard-room, taking bold of me by tbe arm 
and calling me hy name,a&kcd me how 1 did, 
and said with an air of mystery, that he 
wished to speak to me. " Sir," 1 replied, 
*' speak aloud, I am not permitted to speak 
low to any body." " I have been told," re- 
plied the sentry. " that the King has been 
sent to a dungeon some days ago, and that 
you were with him." " You see to the con- 
trary," said I, and quitU-d bim. At this mo- 
ment, one of tbe municipal officers walked 
before me, and tbe other followed ; he that 
went first stopped and heard us. 

The next inoriiJDgj two eommissaries waif 
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as 



for mo at the door of ihe Queen's apartment : 
they took me to the Council-chamber, and 
the municipal officers who were there assem- 
bled interrogated me, I related the conver- 
sation just as it had taken place: the muni- 
cipal officer who had heard us confirmed my 
account i but the other maintained, that the 
sentinel had put into my hands a paper, of 
which Ik had heard tlic rumpling ; and that 
it Was a letter for the K.in^. 1 denied the 
fact, inviting the municipal officers to search 
me. An account of the proceedings of the 
sitting of the Couacil was drawn up, I waft 
cwttfrontcd with the sentry, and he ^vas sen- 
tenced to twenty-four htrnrs' imprisonment, 

I thonglil this affair was over, when, on the 
twenty-sisth of October, while the Royal 
Family were at dinner, a municipal officer 
entered, followed by six soldiers (gendarmH) 
with sabres in their hands, a registrar, and a 
tipstaff, the two latter being habited in the 
costume of their office. I was seized with 
terror, under the supposition that they came 
for the King. The Ruyal Family rose up, 
and the King demanded what they wanted 
with him ; but, the tuuuicipal officer, without 
answering, called me into another chamber: 
the ^emiarmei} followed him ; and tlieregislrai- 
s 2 



haviag; read to me an order ol' arreHt, I was 
seiied upon, in order (o be removed to tlie 
tribunal, l^asked permission to acquaint tlie 
King with this matter, but was answered, that, 
from that moment, I was not [lermittcd to 
Bpeak to him : "Only take one sbirt," added 
the municipal officer, "it will not be a long 
buBiness.^' I thought I understood him, and 
only took my hat. I passed by the side of the 
King and his family, who remained standing, 
and were in a state of consternation at the 
manner in which I was carried off. The 

[ populace, who were croudin^ the court of the 
Temple, loaded me with abuse, calling out 
for my head. In order to appease these cla- 
mours, an officer of the National Guard said 
was necessary to preserve my life, until I 
should reveal the secrets of which 1 was sole 
depositary. Similar vociferations were heard 
on our tray to the tribunal. 

Immediately on our arrival at the Palace of 
Justice, I was locked up. In tliis state I 

I remained six hours, occupied in vain con- 
jectures as to what might be the cause of my 
arrest. I could only call to mind that, in the 
morning of the tenth of August, during the 
attack of the Castle of the Thuillerieci, soi^f 
persons who were shut in an<\ wprpendeavoui 
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in^ (o make tlieir escape, had begged of me 
to conceal in a chest of drawers belonging to 
me, several valuable effects, and even papers, 
which might have made them )(nown: I 
thought those papers had been seized, and 
that they might, perhaps, cost me my life. 

At eight o'clock I appeared before judges 
who were unknown to me. It was a Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal, established on the seven- 
teenth of August, to select some from amongst 
those who hiid escaped the fury of the people, 
and to put them Co death. What was my as- 
toniihment, when I saw upon the bench of the 
accusedpersons, this same young mau who was 
suspected of having put a letter into my 
haiirls three weeks before ; and wiicn I recog- 
nized in my accuser, the same municipal 
oHicer who had denounced me at the Council 
of the Temple, I was interrogated : witnesses 
were lieard : the municipal officer renewed 
his accusation. I replied to him, that he was 
not worthy of being a magistrate of ttie peo- 
ple ; that, since he hud heard the rumpling of 
a paper, and thought he saw a latter put into 
my hands, he ought to have searched me im- 
mediately, iustead of waiting eighteen hours 
before he denounced me to the Council of the 
Temple. After the debates the jurors con- 
ferred together^ and, upon their decUratiou, 




wc were acqiullei). TIip President chargetl 
four municipal ofTicerB who were present at 
my trial, to reconduct me to the Temple. It 
was midnight : when I arrived, the King bad 
just gone to bed, and I was permitted to an- 
nounce to him my return, The Royal Family 
had taken the inoRt anxious intereet in my 
fate, and believed that I bad hp.en f^ondpinned 
to sufler death. 

About tbiH time, the Queen came to inhabit 
the apartment that had been prepared for her 
in the grea,t Tower ; but even this day that 
bad been so earnestly desired, and which 
seemed to promise Their Majesties some con- 
solation, was marked, on the part of the mu- 
nicipal officers, with a new feature of animosity 
against the Queen. Ever since her entrance 
into the Temple, they saw her dedicate her 
existence to the care of her son ; and observed 
that she found some mitigation of her trou- 
bles, in his acknowledgments and caresses. 
They therefore separated him from her with- 
out giving her any previous notice. Her 
grief, on this trying occasion, was extreme. 
The young Prince having been cousigued to 
the charge of the King, the attendance on bis 
person was committed to me. With what 
tenderness did the Queen entreat me to watc 
over the welfare (kajoarij of her sou. 
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The events of which I shall hRnce forth have 
to speak, having occurred in a place dilTureiil 
from that of which I have already given a 
description, I think I ought now to deacribi^ 
the new situation of Their Majesties. 

The great Tower, which i§ about a hundred , 
and fifty feet in height, consists of four 
stories, vaulted, and supported iu the midilU: 
by a thick pillar from the base to the roof. 
The interior is about thirty feet square. 

The eecoud and third stories were appro- 
priated to the Royal Family, and, like the 
rest, consisted of but one roooi ; but this was 
divided into four chambers by boarded par- 
titions. The ground-flour was fur the use of 
the municipal ofhcers : the first story served 
for the guard: the King was lodged iu the 
second. 

The first room of the Kiug's apartmeut 
was an aati-chambcr, in which were three 
doors leading to three other rooms. In front 
of the door of entrance was the Kiug's cham- 
ber, in which was placed a bed for the Dau- 
phin : mine was ou the left, us was also the. 
dining-room, which was separated from the 
anti-chamber by a glass partition. There 
was a chimney in the King's chamber : a 
great stove, placed in the auti-chumber. 




wariniKl the other rooms. Each of these 
chambers was lighted by a casement ; bat' 
great bars of iron, and screens, which pre^ 
yenlcd the air from circulating, were fixed 
outside. The embrasures of the windowa 
were nine feet in depth. 

The great Tower opened on every si 
into four Turrets, vrkich were buitt &t 
angles. 

In one of these Tiirrets was the stair- 
which went up to the battlements ; and 
which there were seven wickets, placed along 
it at intervals from top to bottom. From this 
stair-case, each story was entered, on clear- 
ing two doors : the first was made of oak, 
very thick, and stuck full of nails ; the second 
was of iron. 

Another Turret opened into the Kin| 
chamber, and formed a closet to it. A garde- 
robe was contrived in the third, 
fourth was kept the fire-wood : here also, in 
the day-time, were put the truss-beds oil 
which the municipal ofHcers who had the 
oustody of the King passed the night. 

The four chambers of the King's apart- 
ment had a false ceiling of cloth. The par- 
titions were covered with printed paper : that 
of the anti-chamber represented the interior' 
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uf a prUoa ; and, upon oae of the paiiiieU was 
posted up, ID very targe characters, and 
framed io a trlcolored boi-iler, " The Declara- 
tion of the Rights oC Mao." A chest of 
drawers, a small bureau, four covered chairs, 
a sofa, sDcue straw chairs, a table, a glass 
upon the chimaey, and a bed of green damask, 
cjmposed the whole of its furukure. These 
goods, as also those of the other rooms, had 
been taken from the Palace of the Temple : 
the King's bed was that which served the 
Captain of the Guards of the Count d'Artois.* 
The Queen lodged in the third story. The 
manner in which it was divided was nearly 
the same as that of the King's apartment. 
The bed-chamber of the Queen and Madame 
Royale was over that of the Kiug : the Turret 
served tbem for a closet. Madame Elizabeth 
occupied the chamber over mine. The lirst 
room served as an anti-chamber, in which the 
muikicipal oflicera remained day and night. 
Tisou aud his wife were lodged over the 
diniug-roum in the King's aparlmeut. 

■ Tbe Duke d'Angoul^nke, in Qnality of Griuiil Prior of 

Fraucr, woa praprietoi of tlie Palace of the Teaplc. I'he 
Caant il'Artoi* had furnished il, ami it v/a hU vesiilenCG 
when he came to Paris. Tlie greai Tuwuir whicli «d) at ihe 
dislaitee of iwo tinnJred pacei from tiio P*lace, and •»- 
iiated ia (Iib middle of the ganlen, wa; the du|i6i <i( (he 
aretiiveiorthe Order of Malta. 
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Tlie fourth story was not occupied. A g 
lery reached along the inside of the battle- 
ments, and sometimes served as a promenade: 
lattices were placed between the battlements, 
to prevent the Royal Family from seeing and 
being seen , 

After this re-union of Their Majeslias in 
the great Tower,* there was little change in 
the hours of meal, reading, or walking ; or in 
the stated times which the King and Queen 
had hitherto devoted to the education of their 
children. After his rising, the King read the 
office of the Kuights of the Holy Ghost ; and 
as the saying of Mass in the Temple, even on 
festivals, was prohibited, he ordered me to 
buy him a breviary, according to the ritual 
of the diocese of Paris. This Prince was 
truly religious • but his religion was pure and 
enlightened, and had never turned him aside 
from his proper duties. Books of travels — 
the works of Montesquieu — those of the Count 
de Budon — the " Spectacle de la Nature,''* by 
Pluche— the History of England, by Hume, 
in English— the " Imitation of Jesus Christ," 
■ Tbe second itory of the little Tower waj inhiibited by 
tlieQaetn, her children, and Madame Eliiabeth, from the 
thirteemh of Auguit to tha end of October, 1792; tlie 
third story of the lillte Tower WM inhabited by tlie King, 
from the tbirleentb of August la Ihe tweaEy-niatli ofSep- 
teoiber. 
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in tlic Latin tongue — Taiao in the Italuui — 
and our different drama!..: works — these were 
the books which, since his entrance into the 
Temple, constantly formed the subjects of his 
reading-. He set apart four hours of the day 
to the reading of Latin authors. 

Madame Elizabeth and the Queen, being 
desirous of having devotional books like those 
of the King, His Majesty ordered me to get 
them purcUused. How maiiy times have I 
seen Madame Elizabeth on her knees, in the 
act of fervent prayer ! 

At nine o'clock, the King and \u» son were 
summoned to breakfast, and I accompanied 
them. I afterwards adjusted the coiffure of 
the three Princesses ; and, by the orders of 
the Queen, I showed Madame Royalc^ bow 
to dress hair. While I was thus employed, 
the King used to play either at Draughts or 
Chess, sometimes with tlie Queen, sometliaeB 
with Madame Elizabeth, t 

■ Mirie Ttiereie Charlotte, now tJie Duchess d'An- 
goul^me: sbe was martied in ISOT to her couiio, the Duke 
il'ADgonUnie, in the privaie cbapel belonging to Wanstead 
Park. (-TraHi.J 

t EUzaLeth PhilEi[rioe Marie Helene of France, boi^ at 
VenBlllei, 3d al' Maj, 1101, wa> the Klag's joungei «iiter: 
tuB elder nkter, IVIadatne Clotitde of Fraace, married in 
I J7T, the Prinee of Pletlnont, who nu oftetwuds King of 
Baidinia. ( Trmu.) 



After dinner, the young Prince and bis 
sister played in the anti-chamber at battkdore 
and shuttlecock, at «tam, or at other games : 



at these times, Madame Elizabeth i\-as a 



'aya 



present with them, and generally sat doi 
near a table with a book in her hand. I also 
remained in the room, and sometimes I read ; 
in which case, I sat down in obedience to the 
orders of this Princess. The occasional separa- 
tion of the Royal Family into different apart- 
ments, was often the occasion of perplexity to 
the municipal officers on guard : they did not 
wish to leave the King and Queen alone, and 
yet \f ere still less willing to separate, so much 
did they distrust each other : there was, there- 
fore, no alternatiTe but to leave us to our- 
selves. These opportunities of conferring 
together Madame Klizaheth eagerly embraced, 
by putting questious to me or giving me 
orders : I used to hear and answer her, with- 
out turning my eyes aside from the hook which 
I held in my hand, for fear of being surprized 
by the municipal oflRcers, The Dauphin and 
IVIadaroe Royale in concert with their aunt, 
facilitated these conversations by their noisy 
sports; and often, by means of signs, gave 
us notice that the municipal officers were 
coming into the room. It was particularly 
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ncecsaary for me b> d>stra«t Tibod, wbo 
regarded as a spy eveu by the munioipal 
officers themseWcB ; indeed he had seTeral 
times denouDDed ooe or other of their body. 
It was in vain that the Kin^ xitd Queen 
treated this man with kindness ; BOlbiR^ 
could overcome his natural obduracy. 

At night, the municipal officors placed tluir 
beds in the anti-charofaer, iu such a masaer 
as to obstruct the passage to th« room which 
His M^esty occupied. They also ahut a 
door of uif chamber which commupieated 
with that of the King, and toolt away the 
key ; so that it then became necessary for 
me, when His Majesty called me in the sight, 
to pass through the anti-chamber, and con- 
sequently, to bear the ill-humour of the com- 
misBaries, and wait till they chose to get up. 

Oa the seventh of October^ at six o'cUck 
in the evening, I was ordered down into the 
Council-chamber, where I found a number of 
muoicipal officers assembled together, pre- 
sided by Manuel, who from proatrei^ dft 
commune was become a member of the Na- 
tional Convention : his presence surprised 
and alarmed me. I was directed to take away 
from the King's person, on that very evening, 
the Orders with which he was slill decorated, 
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Bueb as tbose of St. Louis ond tlie Golden 
Wleece: His Majesty no longer wore the 
Order of the Holy Ghott, which had been 
■oppressed by the first Assembly. 

1 represented to them that I could not obey ; 
■nd that it was not for me to make known to 
the King the orders of the Council. I made 
this answer, in order to have lime to give His 
Majesty notice of what was going forward; 
and I perceived besides, from the embarrass- 
ment of (he municipal officers, that they were 
acting, in this instance, without being au- 
thorized BO to do by any order, eitlier of the 
Convention, or of the commune. The com. 
missaries, at first, refused to go up to the 
King ; hutManuel induced them to determine 
otherwise, by oflering to uccompany them. 
The King was seated and occupied in read- 
ing : Manuel addressed himself to him ; and ' 
the conversation which followed was as re- 
markable for the indecent familiarity of 
Manuel, as for the calmness and moderation 
tt the King. 

"How fares it with you '" (Comment ^ava?) 
said Manuel to him : " Have you every thin^ 
that is necessary for you ?" " I content my- 
self with what I have," replied His Majesty. 
** You are without doubt informed of the 
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victories of oar armies : — of the taking of 
Spires and of Nice, and of the conquest of 
Savoy." " I hare heard speak of them, som* 
days ago, by one of the gentlemen who read 
the Evening Paper." '* What ! Have yoa 
not then the daily papers, which are becoming 
so interesting ?" " I receive none of them," 
"said the King. "We must, gentlemen," 
said Manuel, addressing himself to tiie mu- 
nicipal officers, " give all the journals to the 
gentleman," poiiitiog to the King: "it il 
right that lie should be informed of our suc- 
cess." Then again addressing himself to Hi* 
Majesty, he continued : — " Democratical 
principles are spreading themselves : yott 
know that the people have abolished Royalty 
and adapted the Republican government." 
" I have heard so," said the King, " and I 
devoutly wish, that the French may find the 
happiness that i have aLways been desirous 
of procuring for them." " Vou know also," 
rejoined Manuel, " that the National Conven- 
tion has suppressed all the Orders of Chi- 
valry : you ought to be told to divest yourself 
of these decorations. Since yon now belong 
to the same class as other citizens, you must 
be treated in every respect like them. As to 
other matters, aak for whatever is necessary 
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and it will be most readily provided ft 
"I thank you," said tbe King, " I v 
ttaiDg;" and imnieilistely he resumed bis 
readisg. Manuel sought in vain to excite 
regret or provoke impatience : be found do* 
thing but great resignation and an nnalter- 
able serenity. 

After the deputation had retired, one of the 
municipal officers told me to follow him to tb« 
Couiicil'Cbatnber, Tvfacre I was again ordered 
to take from tlie King his decoratioDs. Manuel 
added, " You will do welt to send tbe Crotws 
and Ribands to the Convention. I ougbt 
alao to acquaint you," continued be, "that 
*' the durance of Louis XVI, may last a lony 
" time ; and that, if you wish to remain here, 
" it will be your best way to inform bim of th« 
" directioDS you have received forthwith*. 
" Besides, there is a plan under cousideration, 
" in order to render tbe mreeitlance more 
** e«ay, to diminish the number of persona 
" employed in the Tower. If therefore yon 
" remain with tbe es-King, you vill be 
** absolutely alone, and yo»r situation will 
" beeone very painful : you will have a 
" weekly allowance of wood and water 
" brought to you, but it will devolve on you 
"to clean the apartment and do the otiier 
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" work." I answered that, as I was deter- 
mined uever to quit the King, 1 must submit 
to every thiu^ that might be retjuired of me. 
After this admonition, I was taken back into 
His Majesty's chamher, who, on heing made 
acquainted with what had transpired at the 
Council-chamber, said to me, " You have 
lieard these gentlemen : you will this evening 
take offmy Orders from my clothes. 

The next day, while I was dressing the 
King, 1 told him that I had locked up the 
Crosses and Ribands, although Manuel had 
given me to understand, that it was proper t» 
send them to the Convention. "You have 
done right," replied His Majesty. 

A report has been spread, that Manuel 
came to the Temple some time in the month 
of September, to engage His Majesty to write 
to the Kuig of Prussia, at the period of his 
entrance into Champagne; but I can assert, 
that, while I remained there, Manuel oaly 
came to the Tower twice : viz, once on the 
third of September, and once on the seventh 
of October ; that each time he was accompa- 
nied by a great number of municipal ofBcfers, 
and that he did not speak to the King in 
private. 
Go the ninth of October, the Journal of the 
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dftbttt«B of the CoDvcBtton was brought to the 
King ; but, a few Anyi afterwards, n miiiivci- 
pal officer, named Hiclwl, and who waa a 
^lerfiiiner, got an order to be taken out, whicb 
again forbad the introduction of pnblic papers 
fnio the Tower : he then Bent for me to the 
' Council-chamber, and asked nie by what 
* «rder it was that 1 had journBls sent to my 
address. In fact, without my privity, four 
-journals were brought here every day with 
this printed address : — "To the Valet de 
chambre of Lonis XVI., at the Tower of the 
Temple." I never knew, and I atill remain 
Ignorant of the name of the party who ordered 
them. This Michel wished to force me to 
point them out to him : he made me write to 
ihe editors of these journals for information 
on this bead ; but their answers, if they ever 
made any, were not communicated to me. 

This interdiction in regard to the admission 
of journals into the Tower, had however, 
le exceptions, when these writings fur- 
nished occasion for any new outrage. Did 
these papers contain insulting expressioDS 
' against the King or Queen, atrocious menaces, 
'or infamous calumnies, some of the municipal 
officers had the deliberate wickedness to place 
them upon the mantle-piece, or npoa the chest 




of itrAvvers iii tbc King's cbainber, i 
tbst the; might fftll into his hands. 

This pt'\ace onee read in one of these 
papers, the iarocatioQ of a cannoneer, who 
demanded "the head of the tyrant Louis XVL, 
to load his gun with, and sen^ it to the 
enemy." Another of these joHrnal^, Bj>eakiBg 
of Madame EliEabeth, and wishing to destroy 
the admiration which her tle«otion to the 
King and Queen had inspired in the minds of 
the public, sought to defame her virtues by 
the iDosl absurd calumnies. A third said, it 
was necessary to smetUer the little wolves that 
werftin the Tower, meaning the Dauphin and 
Madame Royale, 

The King was wily affected by these articles 
on the people's account. " The French," 
said he, "are very nnfurtDnale, in suftering 
themselves to be thus duped." When 1 ob- 
served any of these journaU, 1 took care to 
withdraw them from His Majesty's sight; 
but they were often put in his way during my 
occasional absence ; so that there are very few 
of these articles, dictated cither with the de- 
sign to outrage the Royal Family, to provoke 
the people to the Regicide, or to prepare 
them to suffer it to be committed, which have 
not been lead by the King. Those only who 




know the insolence of the writings wbiel 
were publislied at that time, can farm 
adequate idea of this unheard-of species 
punishnieiit. 

The influence of these sanguinary writings 
was remarked in the conduct of the major 
part of the municipal oflicers, who now be- 
came more harsh and mistrustful. 

One day, after dinner, I wrote an account 
of expenccs in the Council-chamber, and 
locked it up in a desk of which they had given 
me the key. Scarcely was I gone out, how- 
ever, when Marinot, a municipal officer, 
although he was not then on duty, said to his 
colleagues, that the desk ought to be opened, 
to examine its contents and see if I had not 
some correspondence with the enemies of 
the people. " 1 know him well," added h^ : 
"I know he receives letters for the King," 
Then, accusing his colleagues of connivance, 
he loaded them tvith abuse, threatened to di 
nounce them all to the Council of the ci 
OTune, and went out to put his threat ia( 
execution. An account was immediately 
drawn up of all the papers in my desk, and 
sent to the commune, where Marinot had 
already given in his denunciation. 

Another day, Ibis same municipal oflii 
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pretending that a draught-board tliat had been ' 
brought to me, and of which 1 had had the 
cases repaired with the consent of his col. ' 
league a, enclosed a correspondence, he tore off : 
the leather enCirely, and, finding nothing, hail 
the caaeB re-examined in his presence. 

On Thursday, my wife and her friend came ' 
to the Temple, according to custom: whil« 
I was speaking to them in the Couneil-cham- 
her, the Royal Family, who were at the pro- 
menade, perceived as, and the Qneeo aii4 ' I 
Madame Ellicabeth made us a sign with the 
bead. This movement, which intended uottun^ 
more than the usual notice, was renmrked 
by Marinot ; it needed no more for him to 
eause my wife and her friend to be arrested, ' 
at the instant they went out of the CouReil* 
chamber. They were interrogated separately. 
My vnfe was asked, who was the lady that 
accompanied her : "She is my sister," wa« 
the reply ; but when qacstiaiied as to the ' 
same fact, the latter said she was her cousin 
This contradiction served as matter for a loog^ 
examination fproces verbetij and for the 
most grave suspicions. Marinot pretended 
that this lady was a page belonging to the 
Queen, Lu disguise. At length, after three 
houre of the most painful and insulting )n> 
terrogation, they were set at liberty. 
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They were still permitted, however, to come 
to the Temple, but we redoubled our pru- 
dence and precautious. In these short ioter- 
Tiews, I often succeeded in putting into their 
bands notes written in pencil, which bad 
escaped the vigilance of the municipal offi- 
cers, and whioU 1 carefully concealed. These 
notes related to some particulars of informa- 
tioB required hy Their Majesties: luokily, on 
tbe day that my wife and her friend were ar- 

^ vested I bad not given them one : if any note 

^liad been found upon them, we should all 

rthree have been placed in the greatest jeo- 

f pardy. 

Other municipal officers attracted notice by 

^ the most ntrange freaks flourgj of behaviour. 

^ One caused the macaroons to be broken, to 
1 if any notes were concealed in them; 

^ Another, wilh the same view, ordered soino 
' ^aches to be out before him, and the kernels 

I to be broken ; a third forced me one day to 

* drink some essence of soap intended for the 

* King's beard, nfTectiag to believe it was 
F poison. At the end of every meni, Madame 
^ Elizabeth gave me a little gold-bladed knife 
' to clean : the oommissaries often snatched it 

out of my hands, to examine whether I had 
Bot slipped some notes into the bottom of the 
}mnA\e. 



Madame ElizKbetb baving ordered me to 
return a prayer-book to the Duchess de Sereiil, 
the municipal officer! cut off the margins from 
it, lest there might be written something in it 
with a particular ink. 

On one occasion, a municipal officer would 
uot allow me to go up to the Queen's apart- 
ment, to drefl>^ her hair ; Her Majesty waa 
therefore, under the necessity of coming into 
the King's apartment, and of, herself, bring- 
ing all that was needful for her toilet. 

Another of these commissaries chose to fol- 
low the Queen, when, according to custom, 
she went at noon into the chamber of Madame 
Elizabeth, to change her morning dress: I 
represented to him llie indecency of this pro- 
cedure, but he persisted in his design. As 
Her Majesty could not submit to tliis intrusion, 
she was obliged to leave the chamber and re- 
main in dishabille. 

When I received the linen from the wasbj ■ 
the municipal officers made me unfold it, piece ' 
by )>iece, and examine it in the light ; the 
laundress' book, and all such papers as were 
used for wrappers, they held to the fire, ia 
order to satisfy themselves that they were not 
marked with a secret ink. The linen which 
the King and Princesses put off was aUo ex- 
amined. 



Some of the municipal officers, bowever, 
had none of the harsfanese of their colleagues ; 
but the jrpster part of these, having become 
suspected by the Committee of Public Sahtj, 
died the viclims of their humanity ; tind those 
who Htill exist, have for a long time past been 
east among tlte wretched iniiabitante of the 

I "pTMOBfl. 

< A young iBsn, named Toulan, a oooiniis- 
lary, whom I teok to he, by his disconree, one 
of the greatest enemies of the Royal Family, 
eame to me one day, and clasping my Itand, 
*' I cannot," said he in a whisper, " speak to 
<tfay to the Queen, because of my comrades ; 
acquaint her that the commission with which 
vhe charged me is executed, and that I shall 
fce on duty in a few days, wlien I will bring 
'feer an answer." Astonished at hearing him 
«peak in this manner, and fearing l^at be 
might be laying a snare for me, Sir," said I, 
^you are mistaken in speaking to me about 
luch matters." " No, no, I am not mistakefi," 
u' 'replied he, clasping my hand more strongly, 
I and retired. When I related this conversa- 
■• ^on to the Queen, she said to me, " You may 
■confide in Toulan." This young man, with 
-nine other municipal officers, was afterwards 
implicated in the trial of this l^inceas : they 



were accused of having nislied to favor the i 
escape of the Queen, when she was in tiu! 1 
Temp[e. Toulan perished on the scaffold. 

Their Majesties having been shut up in the 
Tower for three months, had as yet seen none j 
but municipal officers, when, on the first of j 
November, a deputation of the National Coo^ 
vention was announced to them. It consisted I 
of Drouet, Post-master of Vareunes, Chabot^ I 
nil cx-capuchin, Dubois Craned, Duprat, and | 
two others whose names I do not recollect. I 
The Boyal Family, and particularly the | 
Queen, shuddered with horror at the sight of J 
Drouet. This Deputy seated iiimself Inso- 
lently near Iter : following his example | 
Chabot also took a seat. The deputation 
asked the King bow he was treated, and if ' 
he had every thing that was necessary. "I 
complain of nothing," replied His Majesty ^ 
" I only ask that the Deputation cause to b6 I 
put into the hands of my valet de chambre, 1 
or deposited at the Council, the sum of tw6 1 
thousand livres, to defray our little current i 
cxpencies, that we may have the means of ' 
procuring linen and other garments, of which 
we are in the greatest need." The deputies 
promised to comply with his request, but 
nothing was sent. 




gome days after this, tlie King had a pretty 
considerable defiuxton from the head : I im- 
mediately requested that M. Dubois, His 
Majesty's dentist, might be called in. After 
a deliberation of tliree days, this demand was 
refused. A fever succeeded : His Majesty 
was then permitted to consult M. le Moniiier, 
his first physician. It would be difiicult to 
describe the grief of this respectable old man 
when he saw his master. 

The Queen and her children scarcely ever 
left the King during the day, waiting upon 
him with me, and often assisttiif^ me to make 
bis bed -. at night I was the sole attendant ou 
His Majesty. M. le Monnier came to see him 
twice a day, accompanied by a great number 
of municipal officers : he i> as always seurched, 
and was only permitted to speak aloud. One 
day, when the King had taken medicine, M, 
le Monnier requested to stay some hours : as 
be kept standing, while several municipal 
offioers were seated with their hats on their 
heads, His Majesty desired him to take a seal , 
which he refused out of respect : the commis- 
saries loudly murmured at this mark of de- 
ference. The King's malady lasted ten days. 

A few days afterwards, the young Prince, 
who slept iu His Majesty's chamber, and 
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nhotn the municipal oilicers would not suffer 
to be removed into that of the Queen, wai I 
infected with the same fever. The Queea | 
felt the more uneasiness on account of it; 
because, notwithstanding her most earnest J 
solicitations, she was not allowed to pass th» | 
night with her sou : she lavished on him the I 
most tender assiduities during the time that 1 
she was permitted to remain with him. The 1 
same disorder communicated itself to th* | 
Queen, Madame Royale, and Madame Eliza-' 
beth. M. le Monnier obtaiued permission t0 J 
continue his visits, 

1 fell sick in my turn. The chamber that} \ 
occupied was a small damp room, and i 
without a chimney : the screen of the casemenCl 
intercepted, moreover, the little air which it J 
contained. 1 was attacked with a rbeumatie f 
fever attended with a great pain in my sidt^'J 
which obliged me to keep my bed. The tirA § 
day, 1 got up ta put on the King's clothes'} 
but His Miijesty, seeing my condition, won] 
not permit my atteudancc, but ordered i 
to go to bed, and dressed his sou himself, 

During the first day, the Dauphin scarcely j 

ever left me : this august child brought ut% t 

my drink (tUan.J lu the evening, the Kiug { 

took an opportunity, when he appeared to be^ 
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least noticed, to come intomy chamber : bemftde 
me take a glass of tuan, and said to me, with 
a kindness nhich made me shed tears, " I 
should like to attend you myself, but you 
know bow much we are observed : have a 
good heart, to-morrow you will see my phy- 
sician." At supper time, the Royal Family 
eame into my room ; and Madame Elizabeth, 
without the municipal ofiieers perceiving it, 
>>;u.ve me a little bottle wbich contained a 
lutiuu. This Princess had at that time a bad 
cold, but she deprived herself of the mediciot 
on my account: I wished to decline the pre- 
sent, but she ineiated that I should accept it. 
After supper, the Queen undressed the young 
Friuce and put him to bed, and Madame 
Elizabeth curkd the King's hair. 

The next moriving, M. le Monnier ordered 
Bie to be bled, but it was necessary to have 
the consent of the commune before a surgeou 
could be admitted. They talked of trans- 
ferring me to the Palace of the Temple ; so, 
fearing I should never more return to the 
Tower if I once went out, i would be bled uo 
more: 1 even pretended tbat I was better. 
Id the evening ollur municipal otHcers ar- 
rived, and my removal was no lunger thought 
of. 
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Twrgi npplied for permission to pass tlie 
iii^lit witti me: this re<|uest nas granted liiiii 
as well as to two of his comrades, each in his 
turn doing ine this service. I was six days 
confined to my bed, and the Royal Family 
came to see me every day. Madame Eliza- 
beth often brought me drugs, nhich she ap- 
plied for as if for her own use. So many 
kindnesses had a powerful effect in restoring 
me to renewed strength ; and, instead of feel- 
ing pain, I soon had only to evince sentiments 
of gratitude and admiration. Who would 
not have been moved to see this august family 
suspend, in a manner, the remembrance of 
their long sufferings, to attend to one of their 
domestics ! 

1 must not forget in this place to mention a 
trait in the character of the Dauphin, which 
shews the goodness of his heart, and how 
much he profited by the examples of virtue 
which he had continually before liis eyes. 

One evening, after having put him to bedj 
I retired, to give place to the Queen and 
Princesses, who came to embrace him and 
wish him a good night : Madame Elizabeth, 
whom the watchful eye of the municipal ojfi. 
cers had prevented from speaking to me, took 
advantage of this moment to p^l into bis 
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bands a little box of ipecacuanha 
desiring him to gire it me when I should 
come again: soon afterwards, the Prioceases 
went again into their onn apartments, the 
King retired to bis study, and I went to sup- 
per. I returned about eleven o'clock into the 
King's chamber, to prepare His Majesty's 
bed : I was alone ; the young Prince called 
to me in a low voice: 1 was very much sur- 
prized at finding him awake, and fearing that 
he was unwell, 1 asked him the cause of it. 
"It is," said he, " because my aunt has lelt 
with me a little box, and I would not go to 
sleepwithout givingityou : I am glad you are 
come, for my eyes have been shut several 
times :" mine filled with tears ; he perceived 
it, embraced me, and two minutes afterwards 
sunk into a profound sleep. 

To this sensibility the young Prince added 
many graces, and all the amiability of bis 
age. Often by his arllessness (itaioetij the 
sprigbtliness of his character, and itis little 
frolics, he caused bis august parents to forget 
their unhappy situation ; but be felt il him- 
self: although so youngs, be knew be was in a 
prison and subjected to the turvtillance of his 
enemies. His conduct and discourse had a 
quired a reserve, which instinct, j 
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wheu there U fear of danger, inspires at every 
age : never bave I heard him speak either of 
the TliaiUeries or Versailles, or of any thing 
which might have recalled to the Queen or 
King some atQicting remembrance. If he saw 
s municipal officer arrive, who was knowq 
to be more civil than his colleagues, he would 
fUD to the Queen to announce him to her, and 
would say with the most marked espresaion 
of satisfaction, " Mama, it is Mr. such a one 
to-day." , 

One day, as he had his eyes fixed upon a 
municipal officer whom he said he recollected, 
the officer asked him in what place he had 
seen him. This question the young Prince 
repeatedly refused to answer : at length, lean- 
ing towards the Queen and speaking softly, 
"It was," said he, "on our journey to 
Varennes." 

The following trait affords anuthcr proof 
of his sensibility. A stone-mason beiug em- 
ployed in making holes at the door of the 
anti-chamber, to let in the bolts which were 
enormously large; the young Prince, while 
the workman was at breakfast, amused him- 
self with his tools : seeing what he was about, 
the King took the mallet and chisel out of 
hia son's liauds, and showed him how to use 
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tbeto, contiuuing awhile his employment. 
The mason, seeing the Kin^ at work, was 
struck witli surprize, and said to His Majesty, 
" When you leave this Tower you may aay that 
you have worked at your own prison." "Ah," 
replied the King, " wli(?n and how shall I 
leave it!" At this exclamation the D:iuphin 
shed tears. The King let f.ill ihe chisel and 
mallet, and, returning to liis chamber, walked 
backwards and forwards with a quick step. 

On the second of December, the commune 
of the tenth of August was replaced by 
another, under the title of the Provisional 
Commune. Many of the former municipal 
officers were re-elected as members of this 
new body. I thought at first, that this re- 
modelled municipality would be better com- 
posed than the old one, and I entertained 
hopes that some favorable change in the 
regulation of the prison would take place ; 
but in this 1 was mistaken. Many of these 
new commissaries gave roe reason to regret 
the removal of their predecessors : our for- 
mer guards were more rude, yet it was easy 
for me to take advantage of their natural 
indiscretion, so as to find out all they knew ; 
but now, it became necessary for me to study 
the character of the commissartes of this new 



nuiDicipality, in order to form a right esti- 
mate of their conduct and intentions : the 
former men were more insolent ; the wicked- 
ness of these was much more deliberate. 

Up to (his time, only one municipal officer 
attended the King and another the Qneen, 
the new commune ordered that there should 
be two; so that it now became much more 
difficult for me to speak to the King and 
Princesses', on the other hand, the Council, 
who had hitherto held their sittings in one of 
the halls of the Temple Palace, were now 
removed into a room on the ground-Soor of 
the Tower. The new municipal officers were 
ambitious of surpassing the oid ones in pnint 
of zeal, and this zeal was but au emulaliuu 
of tyranny. 

On the seventh of December, a municipal 
officer, at the head of a deputation of the 
commune, came to read tu the King an order, 
which required that the detained persons 
gbould he deprived of " knives, razors, scis- 
sors, penknives, and all other cutting instru- 
ments of which prisoners presumc'd tu be 
criminal are usually deprived; and to make 
the Biost strict search fur such articles, as 
^ell uj>on their persons as in their apart- 
ments," During this recital the municipal 



officer faltered in his speeehj and it was easy 
to perceive that he did himself violence : he 
has since shewn by his conduct, that he only 
consented to come to the Temple from a de- 
sire of being useful to the Royal Family. 

After the municipal officer had read the 
order, the King drew from his pockets a 
knife, and a little red-morocco case of instru- 
ments, out of which he took a pair of scissors 
and a peukuife : the knives and scissors he 
delivered up to the deputation, but was al- 
lowed to keep the remaining contents of the 
case of instruments. The municipal officers 
then searched the apartment very minutely ; 
took the razors and curling-irons, a toilet- 
knife, some small instruments to scale teeth, 
and a few articles mounted in gold and silver. 
A similar search was made in my chamber, 
and I also was ordered to be searched. 

The municipal officers afterwards went up 
to the Queen's apartment, read to the three 
Princesses the same order, and took away 
from them every thing of a similar descrip- 
tion, even to the little apparatus which they 
made use of at their needle-work. 

An hour after the deputation had retired, I 
was summoned down to the CoiinciUcbamber 
Bnd asked if I knew what the articles con- 
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shted of that remdncd in the case of neces- 
saries which the King had put into his pocket 
again : " I order you," said a municipal ofli- 
cer named Sermaize, " to take away l\ic. case 
again this eTening." "It is not for me," 1 
replied, to execute the orders of the commune, 
nor to search the King's pockets." " Cli?ry 
is in the right," said another municipal offi- 
cer; "it was your business," addressing him- 
self to Sermaize, "to have made this search." 

An account was drawn up of all the arti- 
cles that were taken from the Royal Family, 
and they were put up in parcels, each of which 
was sealed : after this was done, I was or- 
dered to put my signature to an order which 
enjoined me to apprise the Council, if [ should 
find any cutting instruments about the per- 
sons either of the King or the Princesses, or 
in their apartments. The instruments, toge- 
ther with the accompanying documents, were 
all sent to the commune. 

I must here observe that, in the registry of 
orders, &c. of the Council of the Temple, I 
have often been obliged to sign orders and 
demands, of which I have been far from ap- 
proving of the form and construction; but I 
have never signed, said, or done any thing, 
but what was strictly conformable to the or- 



ders of the King or Queen : a refusal ot cotn- 
|)ltBnce on my part, Trould have had the cflect 
of removing me from the aerTice of Their 
Miijeslies, to whom I hiid dedicated my ex- 
nteuce. My signature at the hottom of cer- 
tflin ordfra had no other object than to certify 
fliat these documents had been read by me. 

The same Sermaize of whom I have been 
apcaliing, then went with me into His Ma- 
jesty's apartment. The King was seated 
near the fire, with his tweezers in his hand : 
Sermaize demanded in the name of the Coun- 
cil to see what there was remaining in the 
oEkse of necessaries. Tlie King took it out of 
bis pocket and opened it: tliere was in it a 
screw-driver, a gun-screw, and a small steel, 
f Sermaize required that they should be de- 
l Brered up to him : " Are not these tweezers 
vhich I hold in my hand, also a cutting io' 
sirumeat ?" said 'the King, turning his back 
to him. When this municipal officer went 
down stairs, I had an opportunity of giving 
His Majesty an account of all that had passed 
»t the Council, relative to the second search. 
' At dinner-time, a dispute arose among the 
. ^mmissaries. Some objected to the Royal 
Family having kni Tee and forks : others con- 
Bented to leave the forks. At length it was 



decided, that tbere should he no alteratieo in 
tlus particular, but that at the end of every 
meal the knives and forks should be taken 
away. 

The deprivation of the Princesses of theee 
little implements of feminine taste and use- 
fulncss, was sensibly felt by them, as they 
were obliged to give up an occupation, which 
till then had served to divert thein during the 
toilioua hours of a prison. One day Madame 
Elizabeth being employed in mending the 
King's clothes, and having no scissors, she 
WHS obliged to break the thread nith her 
teeth. " What a contrast !" said the King, 
fixing his eyes upon her with tenderness : 
"you wanted for nothing in your pretty house 
at Montreuil." "Ah! my brother," replied 
she, "how can I entertain regret when I share 
iu your misfortunes !" 

From this time forth, every day brought 
fresh orders, each of which was a new ty- 
ranny : the bluntness and harshness of the 
municipal officers towards me also, was more 
remarkable than ever, the prohibition to the 
servants of speaking to me was renewed, and 
every thing made me fear some new misfor- 
tunes. Tlie Queen and Madame Elizabeth, 
struck with the same presentiment, were con- 
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tiiiuiiUy enquiring about the ne^Mt, Iiut it naa 
not in uiy power to give tLeiii au j iiitsUigeucc. 
I could now gain no information except by 
I means of my wife, a visit from nliom I iliil 
iPOt expect for tbree days: my impatience 
j.iras extreme. 

. At length, on Thursday, my wife arrived. 
' 4. was ordered down to the Council. She af- 
' jf^ted to speak to me aloud, in order to re- 
I ^oie the suspicions of our new supervisors ; 
^d, while she was giving me details of our 
f .^mestic affairs, "On Tuesday next," said 
I ^er friend to me, " the King is to he con- 
ducted to the Convention. Tlie Trialis going 
to commence, His Majesty is allowed Counsel. 
I ,^iU this is certain," 

[ 1^ I did not know how to annouuoe to the 
] £iDg, in a direct manner, this terribla news : 
I could have wished to acquaint the Queen 
«r Madame Elizahelh with it, iu the first in- 
stance ; but 1 was in a state of great appre- 
.bension, lime was precioiiR, and the King had 
forbidden me to conceal any thing from him. 
In the evening, while I was uiidrttssing him> 
^ gave him an account of all I had learned: 
X even intimatud, that it was ])roposed to 
S^urate him from his family, during the trial ; 
and I added, that there were but four days to 
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concert with the Queen, as to some mode of 
correspondence between them. I assured liim 
that I was determined to undertake any thing 
that might be the means of facilitatinj that 
object. Here the arrival of the municipal 
uiHccrs put a stop to thi; coiiversation. 

The next morniugr I could find no oppor- 
tunity of renewing the subject with the King, 
while he was rising - he went up with his son, 
to breakfast as UJiual in the Princesses' apart- 
ment, and 1 followed him. After breakfast, 
he couTersed a pretty long time with the 
Queen, ivbo, hy a look full of grief, gave me 
to understand, that the distressing particulars 
] bad spokeu of hod formed tlie subject of 
their deliberation. In the course of the ilay, 
1 found an o])i)ort«uity of conferring with 
Madame Elizabeth. I represented to her how 
much it had cost me to augment the troubles 
of the King', by informing bim of the day 
when his trial was to commence. She rc 
assured me by saying, " The King is sensible 
of this mark of attachment on your part ; 
what afflicts him most," added she, " is tlie 
fear of being separated from us. EndeaTOur 
to obtain some further intelligence," 

In the evening, the King testified to me 
how much he was satisfied, in having learnt 
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before-band that he was to appear i 
ConveDtion. " Continue," said he to a 
aeek to discover soinething of irbat they 
wish to do with me : do not be afraid of af- 
flictiDg me. That you may not be exposed 
to danger, I have agreed with my family, not 
to seem to be apprised of the matter." 
^. The nearer the time of the Trial approached, 
the more mistrust was exhibited against me : 
the municipal officers now declined answering 
ftuy of my questions. I had already in vain 
used various pretexts to go down to tlio 
Council, where I might have been able to oh- 
^u fresh details to communicate to the King ; 
yihea a commission, appointed to examiue 
into the expences of the Royal Family, came 
to the' Temple. They were now uuder the 
JUecessity of having me down, for the purpose 
of giving the required information ; and 1 
learnt from a municipal officer who was well- 
disposed towards the Royal Family, that the 
•eparation of the King from his family had 
been ordered by the commune only, but had 
I not yet been resolved upon by the National 
Assembly. The same day, Turgi brought 
me a newspaper, in which I found the decree 
which directed, that the King should be 
brought to the bar of the Convention ; he 




also put into my hands a tractate upon 
Trial of the King, published by M. Neckar, 
1 had no other means of conTeying this jour- 
nal and memoir to the Royal Family, than by 
concealing them under one of the pieces of 
furniture ii> the (/artfcrofre- closet, having pre- 
viously intimated as much to the King and 
Princesses . 

On the eleventh of December, 1792, from' 
sbt oVIock in the morning, the genertd vroa 
beard to beat throughout Paris ; and cavalry 
and cannon were brought into the garden of 
the Temple, This noise would have cruelly 
alarmed the Royal Family if they had not 
known the cause of it : they pretended, how- 
ever, to be ignorant of it, and asked the com- 
missaries on duty for some explanations. 
These questions the municipal officers refused 
to answer. 

At nine o'clock the King and the Dauphin 
went up tg breakfastin the Princesses* apart- 
ment ; Their Majesties remained an hour to- 
gether, but were the whole time under the 
eyes of the municipal officers. This con- 
tinual torment to the Royal Family, in not 
being able to give themselves up to any free- 
dom — any loose to their feelings, at a time 
when they must have beeu agitated by sq 
s. 3 



ion the ^H 




nuny fears, was one of the most cruel a 
tiei of their tyrants, and afforded thein o 
their dearest enjoyments. At length it 'was 
necessary to separate. The King withdrew, 
leaving the Princesses in their apartment: 
their looks expressed those feelings which 
they could not utter. Tlie Dauphin went 
down with the King, as on other days. 

This young Prince, who often induced His 
Majesty to play a game with him at Siam, on 
this day used so many entreaties, that the 
King, notwithstanding his situation, could 
not refuse him. The Dauphin lost all the 
i^ames, and twice h'e could not get beyond the 
number XVI ; " Every time I liave this point 
of sixteen," said he with a little vexation, 
" I can never get the game." The King said 
nothing ; but I thought I perceived, that this 
coincidence of words produced in him a secret 
emotion. 

At eleven o'clock, while the King was giv- 
ing a lesson in reading to the Dauphin, two 
municipal officers entered, and told His Ma- 
jesty, that they came for the young Louis, to 
conduct him lo bis mother. The King wished 
to know the reason of this removal : the com- 
missaries answered, that they executed the 
orders of the Council of the commune. His 



L 



105 



Majesty embraced his sou tenderly, and or- 
dered mc to attend him. VV^ea I returned to 
the King's apartment, 1 told him 1 had left 
the youD^ Prince in the aims, of the Queen : 
thi& informatUin appeared to tranquillize him. 
One of the commissaries soon returned, to 
announce to him, that Chamboii, Mayor of 
Paris, was at the Council, and was goin^ to 
come up. "What does he want with me f" 
said the Hing- "I don't know," was the 
reply. 

His Majesty walked backwards and for- 
wards in his chamber with a quick step for a 
few minutes, and afterwards seated himself 
upon a sofa near the head of his bed : the 
door was half shut, and the municipal officer 
did not venture to come in, in order, as he 
told me, to avoid questions. Half an hour 
having thus passed in the most profound 
silence, the commissary, being uneasy at not 
hearing the King stirring, came in softly, 
and found him witti his head supported by 
one of his hands, and appearing to be deep 
in thought. "What do you want with me," 
said the King to him in a raised voice. " I 
feared," replied the municipal officer, " that 
you were indisposed." "I am obliged to 
you," rejoined the King, in a tone of the most 



acute sorrow, " but the way in which my son 
baa been removed is extremely painful to me." 
To this observation the municipal officermade 
no reply, and retired. 

The Mayor did uot appear before one 
o'clock ; he was accompanied by Chauiuette, 
Procuretir de Ville, Combeau, Secretary-re- 
gistrar, and several municipal officers ; also 
by Santerrc, Commandant of the National 
Guard, with bis Aides-de-camp. The Mayor 
acquainted the King, that he came to conduct 
hira to the National Convention, by virtue of 
a decree, which tlieSecretary of the commHiie 
should read to him. This decree imported 
that " Louis Capet should be brought to the 
bar of the National Convention." " Capet 
is not my name," said the King : " it is the 
name of one of ray ancestors. I could have 
wished, Sir," added he, "that the conimfs- 
saries had left me my son during' the two 
hours that I have passed in waiting for you ; 
however, this treatmeut is of a piece with 
that which I have experienced here- for four 
months. I shall follow you, not to obey the 
Convention, hut because my enemies are in 
possession of power." I gave His Majesty 
his great coat and bat, and be followed the 
Mayor of Paris; & numerous escort waited 
for him at the Temple gate. 
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As I was left alone in the chamber with 
only one muoicipal officer, 1 learnt from him, 
that the King woultl no more see his family, 
but that the Mayor of Paris had yet to con- 
sult some of the deputies of the National 
Convention, on some particulars in regard to 
this separation. I requested this commissary 
to taVe me to the Dauphin, nho was in the 
Queen's apartment, ^vhlcli he did ; aad I did 
not agiiin quit it till six o'clock in the even- 
ing, at which hour the Kiug returned from 
the National Convention. The municipal 
officers informed the Queen of the departure 
of the King for the National Assembly, wlthj- 
out choosing to enter into any detail. Ac- 
cordiog to custom, the Princesses and the 
Dauphin went down to dine in the King's 
apartment, and afterwards returned to their 

After dinner, one municipal officer alone 
remained with the Queen ; he was a young 
man of about twenty-four years of age, of 
the Section of the Temple. This was the 
iirst time of his being on guard at the Tower, 
and he appeared to be less suspicious and ud- 
cItII than the greater part of bis colleagues. 
The Queen entered into some conversation 
with him, and made enquiries respecting his 
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condition in life, family, &o. Madatme Eliza- 
beth seized this opportunity o^ retiring to her 
chamber, and made me a sign to fallow her. 

When we had got into h6r apartment, I kt^ 
timated to her, that the commune had ordered 
the separation of the King from his liMiiiIy>. 
Hhich I was apprehensive would UAt place* 
that Tery evening ; that, in point of fact, the- 
Convention had not as yet detendined irpoft 
any thing, but that the Mayor itos charged 
i» require it at their fattifd», a«d tha« withoat 
doubt the demand would be aceed^lOc. ^Th^^ 
Ofteetf anti f , *' replied this PMnce^s, ^* ex^ 
pect the worst ; and we do n(H dieeilie #ur- 
adtes a9 to the fete which is p rtpa riog {to* 
the King : — he will die the victim of hi» good^ 
neas and of his Idve for hrs people,, fotr tiU^ 
bappinessr of whom hcht^ <rot cfeased to* hbot^ 
ever since his accession to the throne^ la n^-^ 
gwd to his real (Ktlpesition towards them, 
K«w etuelly are thes^ pdtipte deceive** We* 
fa^^re no doubt, however, that the religibff of 
the King, ahd hts' great reliance ^Mi^ PiH)ti«-' 
denoe will si^tain hhn in this cruet adversity* 
But," added this virtuotis PrittcesDl^ her ef^s 
suffused with tears, ^* Cl€ry, you alMe will 
be left with my brother : redouble, if pMdibte j 
your attentions to him ; neglect no iticftos of 
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Hiu;quaiuting 'us with his ^fiairs ; but| aboTe 
#,U, dp pot expose yourself to danger, oiher- 
mim we sbalJL have no one on whom we can 
lP(^ifide.*' I assured the Princess of my de- 
motion to the King, and we agreed upon cer« 
tain means of keeping up a correspondence. 

T.ucgi was the only person that I could at 
all intrust with fhe secret; but I could only 
;ipeak to him now and then, and with great 
9iroumspection. It was agreed that I should 
^continue to take charge of the Dauphin's 
linen and clothes ; that every two days^ I 
fhould send what would be necessary for 
him ; and that I should take advantage of 
this occasion to convey some intimation of 
what might transpire at the King's apart- 
ment. This plan suggested to Madame 
Slizabeth the idea of giving me one of her 
handkerchiefs: ^^ You will keep it," said she, 
<^ so long as my brother is well ; but if be 
.should happen to be ill, you will send it to 
me along with my nephew's linen." The 
jmamier of folding it up was to indicate the 
jirobabl^ nature of the disorder. 

The grief of this Princess while speaking 
to me of the King, her heroic indifference as 
to her own situation, and the value which she 
deigne44to ^ttaph to my poor 9^rvipes towards 
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condition in life, family, &o. Madatme Eliza- 
beth seized this opportunity o^ retiring to her 
chamber, and made me a sign to fallow her^ 

When we had got into her apartment, I m« 
timated to her, that the comtMtne had ordered 
the separation of the King from his finoily,. 
Hhich I was apprehensive would iaSbt place* 
that Tery evening ; that, in point of fact, the 
Convention had not as yet detemtined irpoft 
any thing, but that the Mayor WHs charged 
i» require it at their httifd», a«d tlM« wiihoat 
doubt the demand would be aceed^lOc. ^Th^^ 
QAeetf anti f , *' replied this PMnee^s, ^* eii^ 
pect the worst; ami we do n(H dMnHe-mir- 
adtes a9 to the fate which is pr^pamg {to* 
the King : — he will die the victim of hi» good^ 
neas and of his IdVe for his people,, fotr tiU^ 
bajypines&r of whom hcht^ <rot eevtsei to* hbot,: 
ever since his accession to the throne la n^-^ 
gard to his real ^position towards them, 
hotw leruelly are thes^ p^ple ddeerved't We* 
h^tre no doubt, however, that the refigibff of 
the King, and in^' great reliance iMi- Proti*-' 
denoe will si^tain hhn in this cruet adversilj. 
But,*' added this virtutms PriitoedH^ her ef^s 
9uffuaed with tears, ^* Cl€ry, you alMe will 
be left with my brother : redouble, if pMdihte^ 
your attentions to him ; neglect no metos of 
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ajcquaiatiQg us witli his ^fiktrs ; but, aboTe 
4^ dp pot expose yourself 4o 4apger, other- 
miBB me shaU have no one on whom we can 
^iifide.*' I assured the Princess of my de- 
votion to the King, and we agreed upon cer- 
tain means of keeping up a correspondeiiqe. 

Tucgi was the only person that I could at 
all intrust with )the secret; but I could only 
speak to him now and then, and with great 
circumspection. It was agreed that I should 
jcontinue to take charge of the Dauphin's 
linen and clothes ; that every two days^ I 
should s^nd what would be necessary for 
him; and that I should take advantage of 
this occasion to convey some intimation of 
what might transpire at the King's apart- 
ment. This plan suggested to Madame 
£#liz«betb the idea of giving me one of her 
bandkerchiefs : '^ You will keep it/' said she, 
'^ so long as my brother is well ; but if be 
.should happen to be ill, you will send it to 
me along with my nephew's linen/' The 
maiuier of folding it up was to indicate the 
jpirolMibl^ nature of the disorder. 

The grief of this Princess while speaking 
to me of the King, her heroic indifference as 
to her own situation, and the value which she 
deigne^ io fitt^h to my poor ff^rvipes towards 
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condition in lifc^ family, &c. MadatBe Eliza- 
beth seized this opportunity o^ retiring* to her 
chamber, and made me a sign to fallow her. 

When we had got into her apartment, I m^ 
timated to her, that the commmme had ordered 
tlie separation of the King from his hmily^ 
which I was apprehensive would ieke place* 
that Tery evening ; that, in point of fact, the 
Cimvention had not as yet determined opoft 
any thing, but tliat the Mayor was charged 
i^ reqaire it at their haiKla, atfd that wiihoat 
ciotti>t the demand would be accede tO(. ^Tlm 
Qtttea and f , ** replied this Frimeeas, ^' eix!^ 
peot the worst; and we do n<M daeeWe our- 
adtes aa to the fate which is pr^paaiiig Utt 
the King : — he will die the victim of hia goad^ 
ness and of his love for his people,, for ^tt& 
liappiness of whom he'htfsr not creased io- hhdt^ 
ever since his accession to the throne. In rc^^ 
gard to his real diaposHion towards them, 
how cruelly are these p^ple deceived t Wa^ 
h6tye no doubt, however, that the religibiy of 
the King, and Iris' great reliance ^Mi- Prot^** 
dence will sijfetain hon in this cruel adversitj* 
But,'* added this virtuous Princeaa^ her ey«s 
9ufi\iaed with tears, ^< Cl£ry, you alMe win 
be left with my brother : redouble, if poaaibk, 
your attentions to him ; neglect no metaa of 
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ajcquaiating us witb his ^fiktra ; but, above 
^i, do pot expose yo^raelf 4o danger, other- 
miBB me shall have no one on whom we can 
confide.*' I assured the Princess of my de- 
votion to the King, and we agreed upon cer* 
lain means of keeping up a correspondeiice. 

Turgi was the only person that I could at 
all intrust with jthe secret; but I could only 
speak to him now and then, and with great 
circumspection. It was agreed that I should 
jcontinue to take charge of the Dauphin's 
linen and clothes; that every two days, I 
should s^nd what would be necessary for 
him; and that I should take advantage of 
this occasion to convey some intimation of 
what might transpire at the King's apart- 
ment. This plan suggested to Madame 
JBlizabetb the idea of giving me one of her 
baiidkerchiefs : '^You will keep it/' said she, 
<^ so long as my brother is well ; but if be 
should happen to be ill, you will send it to 
me along with my nephew's linen." The 
manner of folding it up was to indicate the 
jurobabl^ nature of the disorder. 

The grief of this Princess while speaking 
to me of the King, her heroic indifference as 
to her own situation, and the value which she 
deigned^ fitt^h to my poorff^rvipes towards 
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cotjditioD in life, fimily, kc. Madame I 
lietli seized lliis opjiortunity ot' retiring to Iter 
ijliamber, and made mo a sign to follow her. 

When we had got into her apartment, 1 iu- 
limated to tier, that the comma»e had ordered 
the separation of the King from his family, 
irhich J wna apprehensive would take place 
that very evening ; that, in point of fact, the 
Convention had not as yet determined npon 
any tiling;, but that the Mayor was charged 
to require it at their hauds, and that without 
doubt the demand would be acceded to. "The 
Qneen and I, "replied this Princess, "ex- 
pect the worst; and we do not deceive our- 
selves as to the fate which is prejKuriug for 
the King: — he will die the victim of his good- 
neas and of his love for his people, for the 
happiness of whom he has not ceased to labor, 
ever since his accession to the throne. In re- 
gard to his real disposition towards them, 
how cruelly are these people deceived ! We 
have no doubt, however, that the religion of 
the King, and his great reliance on Prori- 
dencc will stfstain him in this cruel adversity. 
But," added this virtuous Princess, her eyes 
sutfused with tears, "Clery, you alooe will 
he left with my brother; redouble, if possible, 
your attentions to him ; neglect no means of 
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acquainting 'us nilli liis uli'uirs; but, abovi' 
all, do not expose yourself to danger, other- 
wise we sball have no one on whom we can 
confide." I assured tbc Princess of my de- 
votion to the King, and we agreed upou cer- 
tain means of keeping up a correspondence. 

Turgi was the ouly person that I could at 
all intrust with the secret; but 1 could ouly 
speak to bim now and tbcn, and with great 
circumsiiection. It was agreed that I should 
continue to take charge of tbe Dauphiu's 
linen and clothes ; that every two days, I 
should sen<l what would be necessary for 
him; and that 1 should take advuiituge of 
this occasion to convey some Intimation uf 
what might transpire at the King's apart- 
ment. This plan suggested to Madame 
£lizabeth the idea of giving me one of her 
iiandkerchiefs : " You will keep it," said she, 
" BO long as my brother is well - but if he 
should happen to be ill, you will send it to 
roe along willi my nephew's liuen." The 
laaniier of folding it up was to indicate the 
probable nature of the disorder. 

The grief of this Princess while speakiiig 
to me of tbe liing, her heroic iudiflerence as 
to her own situation, and tlie value which she 
deigued to attach to my poor services towards 



I tbe King, altogether affected aje deeply. 

^^^^ " Have you heard any thing said about the 

^^^H Queen V siiid she to me, nith an emotion 

^^^^L bordering on terror : " alus ! of what can she 

^^^^1 be accused?" "No, Madam : but, of what 

^^^^B can the King be accused ?" " Oh nothing ; 

^^^^B no, nothing: but perhaps they may consider 

^^^^p! ihe King as a victim necessary to their safety ; 

^^^H but the Queen and her children could be no 

^^^H obstacle to their ambition." I took the liberty 

^^^^^.«f observing, tliat, in all probability, the King 

^^^^^Would only be condemned to deportation ; that 

^" this expedient had been spoken of in my 

I hearing ; and that, as Spain bad not declared 

L war, it tvas likely that the King and his family 

I would be sent thither. "I have no hopes," 

I SBid sbe, " that the King will he saved," 

' I thought it right to add, that tbe foreign 

Powers were exerting themselves about the 

means of rescuing the King from his caplivifry ; 

that Monsieur* and the Count d'Artoisf were 

again collecting all the emigrants around 

them, and were going to unite them to the 

Austrian and Prussian troops ; that Spain 

and England were taking decisive measures 

in favor of the Royal Family ; that all Europe 

TbDCannldeProfence.ifterwarilsLDiiia XVIII. ('TVaw.J 
CLailes X,, tlie preient King of France. (Tnau.J 
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waa interested in preyenling the death of the 
King ; and that, consequently, the Conven- 
tion would have to consider the fatal tendency 
of their proceedings before they determined 
on the regicide. 

This conversation lasted till one o'clock, 
when Madame Elizabeth, to whom I had 
never Bjioken so long before, fearing the ar- 
rival of the new municipal officers, left me, 
and returned to the Queen's chamber. After 
she was gone, Ttson and his wife, who were 
continually on the look out, told me 1 had 
been a long time with Madame Elisabeth ; 
and that it was to be feared that the commis- 
gary had taken notice of it. To this remark 
"1 answered, that the Princess had conversed 
with me about her nephew, who probably 
would henceforth continue with his mother. 

Soon afterwards I returned to the Queen's 
chamber, to whom Madame Elizabeth had 
been communicating her conversation with 
me, and the means we had concerted to man- 
age a correspondence ; when Her Majesty 
deigned to signify lo me her stUsfaction with 
it. 

Atsix o'clock, tho oommlsBaries sentforme 
down t6 the Council : Ibey read to me an or- 
der of the commune, which directed me to 



have DO more coiutnuiiicBtioD wilh tbe tlirec 
Princesses nor with the young Prince, being 
I •ppointed to attend the King only. It was 
i »ven onlered, in the first iiistiince, to put tiie 
' King, in some sort, into solitary coniinemeat ; 
' Ibr i was not to be allowed to sleep in Ins 
|- japertment, but was to lo<lgc in the little 
I, .Tower, and not go to His Miijcsty's apart- 
.Stent, except at such times as he might want 
I -«e. 

1 At half past six, the King arrived. He 
I toppeared to be fatigued, aod his first care was 
f :to see his family ; but his request was refused, 
' .under tlie plea of having no orders to that 
j^ect : he insisted, however, that they should, 
«t least, be apprised of his return ; which 
'^tisfaction was promised him. The King 
[ then ordered me to request that his supper 
might be ready at hall' past eight : he em- 
I ployed this interval of two hours in his ordi- 
nary reading, being attended the whole time 
I by four Diunicipal officers. 
[ At half past eight, I went to inform His 
' Majesty that supper was served up. He 
asked the commissaries, if his family were 
not to come down to sup with him : no answer 
vas made. " But, at least," said the King, 
" m^ son will sleep in my apartment, for bis 
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bed and apparel are liere." The commissariea 
were still Bilent. After supper, the King 
reiterated his desire of seeing his family, but 
was answered, that it was necessary to await 
the decision of the Convention. I then sent 
to the Queen's apartment such things as were 
necessary fur the night's rest of the young 
Prince. 

At night, while I was undressing him, the 
King said to me, "I was Tery far from 
iniagining all the questions that have been 
put to me." He went to bed in a very tran- 
quil state of mind. The order of the com- 
mw^s relative to my removal during the night, 
was not put into execution : it would have 
been too (roublesomc for the municipal otfi- 
cers to have had to fetch me, every time the 
King might have had need of my attendance. 

The next morning, the twelfth, as soon a» 
the King got sight of it munioipal oHioer, h« 
enquired whether there had been any decision 
upon the request that he had made to see his 
family. Ue was answered, that the orders 
had not yet arrived. He begged the same 
municipal oflicer to go and make enquiries 
about the health of the Princesses and the 
Diiuphtn, and to inform them that he was 
well : the commissary assured him on his 






raluri), that liis family vrere in good health. 
'i'he King thea ordered me to sead his eon's 
■bed up to the Queen's apartment, where the 
■young Prince had passed the night upon a 
mattress. I entreated His Majesty to await 
the decision of the ConTention, "I do not 
jneckou upon any consideration — any justice," 
replied His Majesty, " but let us wait." 

The same day, a deputation of the Conven- 
tion, composed of four deputies, namely: 
Thuriol, Cambac^res, Dubois-Cranc£, and 
J>UponUde-Bigorre, brought the decree which 
authorised the King to have Counsel. The 
^ing declared that he made choice of M, 
Target, and, in default of him, of M. Tron- 
cbet ; hut that he nould prefer having both 
of them, if the National Convention sbouldcon- 
neiit to it. The deputies made the King sign 
kis demand, which they also signed afterbinn. 
The Kingohservedthat it would benecessary 
|br bim to he furnished with paper, pen^ and 
ink. His Majesty gave M, Tronchet's ad- 
dress, naming his country-house, but said lie 
VBs unacquainted with M. Target's resi- 
dence. 

On the thirteenth, in the morning, the same 
deputation returned to the Temple, and in- 
formed the King, thatM, Target had refused 
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to be his Counsel; and that M. Troncliet had 
been sent for, and there was no doubt of hi» 
coming that day. They afterwards read to him 
several letters, addressed to the Convention 
byMes»ra. Sourdat,H(iet, Giiillaunie,&ndLa- 
inoi^non de Malesherbes, foi-oierly First Pre- 
sident of the Court of Aids of Paris, and 
afterwards Lord Steward (Intendantj of the 
King's Household. The letter of M. de 
Malesherbes was conceived in these terms:— 
*■ Paris, theeleventhof December, 1792." 
"Ciltzeo President, I know not -whether 
the Convention will allow Louis XVI. a 
Counsel to defend him, and whether they 
leave the choice of one to him : in this case, 
I desire that Louis XVI. may know, that, if 
he should choose me for this office, I am 
ready to devote myself to it. I do not ask 
you to communicate my offer to the Conven- 
tion, for I am far from thinking myself a per- 
sonage of sufficient importance for their 
notice ; bi»t I have been twice called to the 
Counsel of him who was my master, at a time 
when everybody was ambitious of this func- 
tion, and I owe him the same service when it 
is an office that many persons consider to be 
dangerous. If I knew any possible means of di- 
rectly making known to him my wishes to aefTO. 
L 3 
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him, I should not take the liberty of address- 
ing myself to you. I am of opinion, that, iu 
the station which you fill, you will have the 
means, more than any one else, to have this 
notice transmitted to him. I am nith respect. 
"Lamoignon de Malesherbes." 

His Majesty replied to the deputation as 
follows I — "I feel myself obliged by the offers 
which have been made to me, by those persons 
who have applied to serve me as Counsel, and 
I beg of you to signify to them my acknow 
leilgements for the same. I accept M. de 
Malcsherbes for my Counsel. If M. Tronchet 
cannot lend me his services, I will consult 
with M. de MaUsherbes about the choice of 
another." 

On the fourteenth of December, M. Tron- 
chet had a conference with His Majesty, as 
permitted him by the decree. On the same 
day, M. de Malesherbes was introduced at the 
Tower. The King ran to meet this respecta- 
ble old man, whom be clasped tenderly in his 
arms; and this former Minister melted into 
tears at the sight of bis master, either that he 
called to mind the first years of his reign, or 
rather, because, at this time, he beheld no- 
thing but the viituous man struggling with 
misfortune. As the King had permission to 



confer with his Counsel in private, I shut the 
door of bis chamber, that he might S]>eak 
more freely to M. de Malesherbes. A muni- 
cipal officer took me to task about it, and or- 
dered me ta open it, forbidding me to shut it 
in future: I opened the door a^ain, but His 
Majesty had then retired to the Turret, which 
■erred him for a cabinet. 

The King and M. de Malesherbes spoke 
very loud in this first conference. The Com- 
missaries who were in the ch»mb<T listened 
to, and overheard their conversation. VVkeii 
M. de Malesherbes withdrew, 1 gave His 
Maje§ty an account of the prohibition which 
had been given me by tlic municipal othcer, and 
of the attention with which the commissaries 
bad listened to the conference j and I begged 
of him, when he might be with his Counsel 
in future, to shut the door of bis chamber 
himself, which he afterwards took care to do. 

On the fifteenth the King received the an- 
swer relative to his family. Tlie decree was 
in substance : that the Queen and Madame 
£lizab£th should have do communication wilh 
the King, pending the trial ; that bis children 
might come to him, if he desired it, but on 
condition that they could uu more see their 
mother uor their aunt, until after the last iu- 
tecrogatory. 




As soon as it waa possible for me to speak 
to the King in priTate, 1 asketl bim for bis 
orders in reference to the above decree. "You 
see," said the King; to iiie, " the cruel alter- 
native in which they hare now placed me. I 
cannot determine on haTin<r my children with 
me : as for my daughter that is impossible, 
and, in regard to roy son, I am sensible of nit 
the uneasiness that the Queen would expen- 
ence from such a resolution, I must, there- 
fore, consent to this new sacrifice." His 
Majesty ordered me a second time to aenci 
away the youn^ Prince's bed, which I did 
immediately ; but I kepthis linen and clothes, 
and every second day I sent him what was 
necessnry, as agreed upon with Madame 
Elizabeth. 

On the sixteenth, at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, there came another deputation of 
four members of the Convention, namely; 
Valazfi, Cochon, GrandprC, and Duprat, they 
being also members of the Committee of 
Twenty-one, appointed to conduct fveiller 
surj the Trial of the King. They were ac- 
companied by a secretary, a tipstaST, and an 
officer of the Conventional Guard. Thej 
brought the King the record of his accau 
tion, and also several other documents i 




tive to Uis Trial, the major part of wbicli 
were fuund at the Tliiiillcries, in a private 
chest of draweisi beloiigiDg to the apactment 
of Ui9 Mcgesty, named by tlie Miaieiter KolaiiiL 
tlie " Iron Drawers." 

The reading of these articles, amountiag 
to a hundred and seven, lasted iirota four 
o'clock till midnight. The whole of them 
were read and signed by the Kiug, besides a 
copy of each which was left with him. The 
King was seated at a great table, M. Tronchet 
at one side of it, and tlie deputies opposite 
the King, After the reading of each article, 
Valaz£ asked the King, " Have you any 
knowledge of ?" &c. he answered " yes" or 
*' no," without any explanation. Another 
deputy made him sign them, as also the copies, 
which a third proposed to read to him as they 
were successively produced; but with this 
Terificatiun of them His Majesty always dis- 
pensed. The fourth deputy called over the 
articles by bundles aud numbers, and the 
secretary registered them in order, as they 
ware put into the King's hands. 

His Majesty interrupted the sitting, to ask 
the members of the Convention if they would 
sup, which they consented to do. I had a 
cold fowl itnd some fruit served up to them in 




the dining-room. M. Tronchet 

nothing, and remained alone wttfa tlie Kin^ 

in bis chamber. 

A municipal officer named Merceraut, who 
was then a stone-mason, and lately held the 
office of President of the commune of Paris, 
although he was only a chairman at Versailles 
before the breaking out of the Revolution, 
was that day, for the first time, on guard at 
the Temple. He was dressed in his ragged 
working habit, and had on, a very bad round 
hat, a leathern apron, aud his tricolored scarf. 
This man- affected to stretch himself otit at 
full length on a sofa, near the King, while 
His Majesty was sitting in a chair ; and, with 
his hat upon his head, he thee'd and thou'd 
(tvioyoitj those who spoke to him : the deputies 
of the Convention were astonished at it 
while they were at supper, one of them put 
veral4iue8tiouB to me respecting this Merceri 
and as to the manner in winch the commui 
treated the King. I was going to reply, when 
another commissary told this member of the 
Convention to put a stop to his questions; 
that it was forbidden to speak to me ; and 
that all the particulars he might wish for 
would be given to him at the Council-cham- 
ber. The deputy, fearing he should expose 
himself to danger, made no reply. 
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Al'txt the deputies had supped, llic interro- 
gatory was resumed. Amon^ the numerous 
articles that were presented to him, His Ma- 
jesty perceived the Declaration which be 
made on his return from Varenaea, when 
Messrs. Tronchet, Barnave, and Duport were 
named by the Constituent Assembly to receive 
it. This Declaration was signed by the King, 
and by the deputies. "You recollect this 
article to be autheutic," said the King to M. 
Tronchet : " here is jour signature." 

Some of these bundles contained projects 
of a Constitution, with marginal notes in the 
baad-writing of His Majesty : several of these 
notes were written with ink, others with a 
pencil. The King was also presented with 
registries of police, containing denunciations 
preferred against himself and family, and 
signed by some of His Majesty's domestics. 
This ingratitude appeared to aScct the King 
very much. In these documents, the informers, 
the better to conceal their calumnies with an 
appearance of truth, pretended to give an ac- 
count of every thing they had witnessed in 
the King's atui Queen's apartments at the 
Castle of the TbuiUeries. 

When the dej)utatiou had retired, the King 
took some refrcsbmeut and weu^ to bed^with- 
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out complaining of the fatigue which be had 
undergone : lie only asked me if the supper 
of his family had teeu kept back. On my 
answering in the negative, "If it bad," said 
be, "I sbould have feared tlie delay might 
have been irksome to them." He even bad 
the goodness to blame me because 1 bad not 
supped before bim. 

Some days afterwards, tlie same four de- 
puties came again to the Temple. They read 
to the King fifty-one other documents, which 
he signed and sealed fjleuroitj in the same 
manner as the preceding ones : these made, 
in the whole, one hundred and fifty-eight 
articles, of which the copies were left with 
him. 

From tlie fourteenth to the twenty-sixth of 
December, the King regularly saw bis Coun- 
sel : they came at five o'clock in the evening, 
and retired at nine. M. de Scze was joined 
to them. Every morning, M. de Maleaherbes 
brought His Majesty the newspapers, and the 
printed speeches (opiniongj of the deputies 
relative to his trial. He prepared the work 
of every evening, and remained with His 
Majesty an hour or two. The King frequently 
deigned to give mc some of these speeches 
to read. On one occasion he said to me. 
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•* What do you think of tbe language (opinionj 
of Hucli a one ?" " 1 want words to express 
my indignation," replied I; " but, Sire, how 
can you read these deeiarations (tout cela) 
without horror?" " I see howfartheimicked- 
iiess extends," said the King, " and I did not 
think the like was to he found." His Majesty 
never »ent to bed without having read these 
diiTeretit ailicles ; and, that he might not com- 
mit M. dc Malesherbes, he always had the 
precaution to burn tliem himself, in tbe stove 
of his cabinet. 

Having in the mean time found a favorable 
moment to speak to Turgi, I desired him to 
convey to Madame Elizabeth some informa- 
tion about the King. Turgi intimated to me 
the next day, that tbe Princess, in returning 
him her napkiu after dinner, bad slipt a little 
paper lute bis hands, written with pinholes, 
by which she told me to beg of the King to 
write her a word under his own band. On 
the same evening, I imparted to His Majesty 
the desire of Madame Elizabeth. As, since 
tbe commencement of his trial, he was allowed 
the use of pen and ink, the King wrote to bis 
sister a note unsealed, telling me it contained 
nothing that might commit me, and desiring 
me to read it. Respecting this last point, I 



entrcstcd His Majesty tu disijcnst.-, fur the 
firit time, uitb my obeilience to liim. 

Tfae next day, I gave the nule to Turgi, 
vbo brought me back the answer enclosed in 
a ball of thread, nhicb be threw under my 
bed in passing near the door of my chamber. 
His Majesty saiv with a great deal of pleasure 
that these means of obtaining news of his 
family had succeeded. I observed to him 
that it was easy to continue this correspi 
deuce. 
, The King put the noles into my hands 
took care to reduct the siau of then], and to 
cover them with cotton thread: Turgi found 
them in the drawers where the table plates 
were licpt, and made use of various means to 
leturu me the answers. When I gave them 
to the King, he always said to uie with kind- 
ness, " Take care ; it is exposing yourself too 
much," 

The wax candles which the commissaries 
caused to be delivered to mc, were in parcels 
tied with packthread. >Vhen I had a pretty 
good <]iiantity of it, 1 announced to the King 
that it only depended on him to give more ac- 
tivity to his correspondence, by sending a 
part of this packlhiM-ud to Madame Klizabeth, 
■who was lodged above mc, and whose window 






answered perpendicularly to that of a little 
gallery which communicated with my room. 
I represented that, in the night time, the 
Princess might tie her letters to this pack- 
thread, and let them slide down to the window 
which was under hers ; that a screen, in form 
of an open basket, which was placed at each 
window, precluded any fear that the letters 
would fall into the garden ; and that the 
aame means mi^ht serve the Princess to re- 
ceive answers, I fiirtbor observed, that there 
might also be fastened to the paclithread a 
little paper aod ink, of which the Princesses 
were deprived. *' Thisisagoodcontrivance," 
said His Majesty to me ; " we will make use 
of it, if that which we have hitherto made use 
of should become impracticable." In fact 
the King had recourse to it in the end. He 
always waited till eight o'clock in the even- 
tag to maniige this correspondence : I then 
shut the door of my chamber and that of th« 
gallery, and, iu order to divert the attention 
of the commissaries from our plan, I held 
them in conrersation, or engaged them at 
play. 

It was about this time that Marchand, a 

gerTant-man, and father of a family, who had 

just received his salary for two months, 
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amounting to the sum of two hundred livres, 
robbed in the Temple: this was a con- 
siderable loss to him. The King, who re- 
marked hi§ sadness, on being informed of the 
Ciiuse of it, told me to reimburse Marchaod 
to the amount of his loss, and at the same 
time, to charge hiin not to speak of it to aoy 
one, and especially, not to thank him j " for," 
added he, " if he does, he will ruin himself." 
Marchnnd was sensible of the pecuniary 
benefit conferred on him by His Majesty, but 
Htill more so of the prohibitiou of expressing 
his gratitude to him for it. 

Since his separation from the Royal Family, 
the King «oustantly refused to go down into 
the gardeu: whenever it was proposed to 
him, he replied, " I cannot bring my mind to 
go out alone ; the walk was only agreeable to 
me in so far as I enjoyed it with my family." 
But although separated from the objects dear 
to his heart, although certain of his fate, he 
suffered neither complaints nor murmjiirs to 
escape him : he had already pardoned his op> 
pressors. Every day, in his reading cabinet, 
he imparted new strength to that fortitude 
which sustained his spirit. When he quitted 
this retreat, it was to resume the details of a 
life always uniform, but constantly cmbel' 




lished by manifold traits of ^odness. He 
deigned to treat me as if I had been mors 
than his serraiit. He treated the municipal 
officers on guard about fais person, as if 
had had no cause to complain of them, and 
conversed with them with as much aBability 
as he did formerly with his subjects. He 
used to discourcc with them about matters 
relative to their condition — of their family 
and children, and of the advantages and 
duties of their profession. Those who heard 
liirn were astonished at tiic justness of his 
remarks, the extent and diversity of his know- 
ledge, and the manner in which it was ar- 
ranged in his memory. His Couversatioo had 
Bot for its aim to divert his mind from the 
consideration of the injuries which he had to 
sustain; no! his sensibility was lively and 
deep, but his resignation was still superior to 
bis misfortunes. 

On Wednesday, the nineteenth of Decem- 
ber, the King's breakfast was brought as 
usual: not calling to mind the ember weeks, 
1 presented it to him: "This is a fast-day," 
said this Prince to me, I took back the break- 
fast into the hall. "According to the exam- 
ple of your master, you will, no doubt, fast 
also," said a municipal officer (Dorat de 
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Cubieres) to me in a. toue of raillery. "No, 
Sir, I have need of breakfast to day," replietl 
1. Some days afterwards, His Majesty handed 
to me. a newspaper that M. de Malesherbes 
had brongbt Bim, wliei-ein Ibis anecdote was 
entirely misrepresented, " Read," said the 
King to me : " yon will see tliat you are there 
treated as an intolerant person fan maUcieux :) 
they would, no doubt, be much better pleased 
to have it in their poner to treat you as a 
hypocrite." 

On the same day, llie nineteenth, the King 
said to me at his dinner, in the presence of 
three or four municipal officers, "Fourteen 
years ago, you was an earlier riser than now^' 
1 immediately comprehended His Majesty. 
"It was the day in which my daughter was 
born," continued the King. "This, her birth- 
day;" he repeated with tenderness, "and to 
be deprived of seeing her !" Some tears rolled 
from his eyes, and, for some time, there 
reigned a respectful silence. 

Madame Royale wishing to have 
nack styled " Tlie Little Court Calendar^' 
the King ordered me to buy it; and, at the 
same time, to procure for him the almanack of 
the Republic which had been substituted for 
the Royal Almanack : he often looked it over, 
and noted the names in it with a pencil. 
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The King waa soon to appear for the second 
time at the bar of the Convention. He liud 
not been able to shave since his razors bud 
been taken from him, and he suffered a good 
deal from it ; so that be was obliged to wash 
his face several limes in the day with fresh 
water. The King told me to procure bim a 
pair of scissors or a raaor, but that he would 
not speak to the municipal officers himself. I 
took the liberty to observe to hitn, that if he 
should appear thus disfigured at the Assembly, 
the people would at least see with what rigour 
the Council general acted towards him. "I 
ought not," replied His Majesty, " to endea- 
vour to excite the public sympathy in my 
fate." 1 addressed myself to the commissa- 
ries, on the subject, and tlie commune deter- 
teioed the next day that the King's razors 
should be restored to him, but that he should 
only make use of them in the presence of two 
municipal oflicers. 

On the three days preceding Christmas, 
the King was more occupied in writing than 
usual, as they then had it in contemplation, 
to keep him a few days at the FeuilUns while 
they were deliberating oa his fate. Orders 
were even given me to |)repare to follow biui, 
and to get ready such thiugs as might be nc- 



ce'jsarj' foi' Iiiin in tbat situallon ; but this 
plan waa aftLTwards abandoned. 

On Cliristtnas day His Majesty wrote LU 
Will'. I read and copied it nt the time he was 
taken to the Council of the Temple: it was 
entirely written [and it contained some ob- 
lileriilions) in the King's own hand. 1 think 
it behoves me in ihis place, to declare my at- 
testation of this monument, already celestial, 
of his innocence and piety. ^^ 

Wllfl. OF LOUIS XTI. fl 

" In the name of the most Holy Trinity; 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. This day, the twenty-fiflh day 
of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, I, Louis XVI. by name, King 
of France, having for more than four months 
been shut up with my family in the Tower of 
the Temple, at Paris, by those who were my 
subjects, and, since the eleventh instant, de- 
prived of all communication whatever, even 
with myfamily; moreover, engaged in a trial, 
of which it is impossible to foresee the issue 
by reason of the passions of men, and for 
which there is not any pretext or authority in 
any existing law ; having only God as wilnese 
of my thoughts, and to whom I can address 
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myself; I here declare, in Uis presence, my 
last will and sentiments." 

"I leave my soul to God my Creator ; I 
pray to him to receive it, in his mercy ; not 
to Judge it after its merils, but by those of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who bas oSered 
himself as a sacrilice to God his Futher fut 
us men, however unworthy we might be of it, 
as 1 am, and more so than any other fet moi" 
le premier, J" 

" I die in the union of our Holy Mother — 
the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman Church; 
which holds its powers by au uninterrupted 
succession from Saint Peter, to whom Jesus 
Christ confided them." 

" 1 firmly believe and confess all that is 
contained in the Creed, in tlie Commandment^ 
of God, and of the Church, and in the Sacra- 
ments and Mysteries, such as the Catholio 
Church teaches, and has always taught, I 
have never pretended to reudei- myself a judge 
in the different ways of explaining the dog- 
mas which rend the church of Jesus Christ, 
but I have agreed, and shall always agree, if 
God grant me life, to the decisions which the 
Superior Bcclesiastics, united to the Holy 
Catholic Church, give, and shall give, con- 
formably tu the discipline of the church Iha t 
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hns been pursued ever since the time of Jesus 
Christ." 

"I pity with iiU my heart our brothers who 
may be in error, but I pretend not to judge 
them ; and I love them all no less in Jesus 
Christ, according to the precepts which Chris- 
tianity tenches us. 1 pray God to pardon me 
all my sins : 1 have scrupulously sought to 
know them, to detest them, and to humble 
myself in his presence. Not having it in my 
power to avail myself of the ministry of a 
Catholic Priest, I pray God to receive the 
confession that I have made of them to him ; 
and especially the deep repentance that 1 feel, 
in having put my name (althougli it Was 
against my will] to acts which might be con- 
trary to the disciplineand belief of the Catho- 
lic Church, to which I have always remained 
sincerely united in heart. I pray God to re- 
ceive the firm resolution which 1 have taken, 
if he should grant lue life, to make use, as soon 
as I have it in my power, of th'3 ministry of a. 
Catholic Priest to accuse me of all my sins, 
and to receive the sacrament of penitence." 

" I beg of all those whom I may have of- 
fended, through inadvertence, (for I do not 
recollect having knowingly given offence to 
uuy one,) or (hose to whom I may have set 
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bail examples or giYen scandal, to pardon me 
tbe evil which they think I may have done 
them- J beg of all those who have charity, 
to unite their prayers to mine, to obtain from 
God the pardon of my sins." 

"I pardon with all my heart those who 
have been my enemies without my having 
given them any cause for it ; and I pray God 
to pardon them, as also those who by a false 
zeal, or a zenl indiscreetly managed fmal 
contiuj have done me much harm." 

" I commend to God my wife and children, 
my sister, aunts, and brothers, and all those 
who are attached to me by the ties of blood 
or otherwise. I particularly pray God to cast 
his eyes of mercy upon my wife, my children, 
and my sister, who have for a long time been 
sharing in my sufferings, and to sustain them 
by his grace in the event of losing me, so long 
aa they shall remain in this perishable world," 

" I commitmy]ehildren to my wife : I hqve 
nvver doubted of her maternal tenderness for 
them. I recommend to her especially to make 
them good Christians aTid honest people, to 
t^ach them to regard the grandeurs of this 
world (if ttiey are condemned to experieuce 
tlKm) only as dangerous and perishable ad- 
TSDtages^ and to direct their views towardB 
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tlie oply solid and desirable glory — that of 
eternity. I heg of my sister to continue her 
tenderness to my children, and to be as a 
mother to them should they have the miafor- 
iune to lose their onn." 

'' I reconitnend to my son, if he should 
J .liave the misfortune to become King, to con- 
l-HiJcrthat he is bound to devote himself /'qu' 
, il ae doifj entirely to the happiness of his 
L ritizens ; that he ought to forget all haired — 
all resentment, especially that which has re- 
ference to the misfortunes and vexations 
vhich I experience ; that he cannot promote 
the happiness of the people except by reigning 
according to the laws ; but at the same tim«, 
that a King cannot cause the laws to be re- 
spected, and do the good he is desirous of, 
except in so far as he may possess the au- 
thority that is necessarytocnforceobedience; 
and that, if he is divested of this support, by 
being restrained in his operations, and not 
having the means of inspiring respect, he 
becomes more hurtful than useful." 

"I recommend to my son to take care of 
all the persons who have been attached to 
me, as much as the circumstances in which he 
may be jilaced will furnish him with the 
ability so to do ; and to consider that it is a 
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sacred debt which I have contracted to the 
children or relatives of those who have per- 
ished for me, aDd next to these, to the children 
and relatives of such as may have been un- 
fortunate on my account." 

" I am aware that there are several persons 
nmoog those who were formerly attached to 
me, who have not of late conducted them- 
selves towards me as they ought, and who 
have even shewn ingratitude ; but I pardon 
theui, (for in times of trouble and commotion 
(effervencence) we are not masters of our- 
selves,) and I beg of my son, if be should 
have the means of benefiting them, to regard 
only their misfortunes." 

" 1 wish it were in my power, in this place, 
adequately to express my gratitude to those 
who have shewn me a true and disinterested 
attachment. If, on the one hand, I have been 
sensibly hurt at the ingratitude and disloyalty 
of some persona to whom I have never done 
any thing but kindnesses, either in their own 
persons, or in those of their relatives and 
friends ; on the other, I have derived conso- 
lation in seeing the attachment and gratuitous 
concern which many others have extended 
towards me : for these unequivocal marks of 
regard I beg of them to accept my best thanks. 
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la tbc sitsntioD in nhich tbin^ • 
Xshould be afraid of exposing them to dan- 
,*ger were I to speak more explicitly; but 
Flsspeciallyreconatneiid to my son to seek oj>- 
r port unities of acknowledging them." 

think I should calumniate thn senti- 

t nents of the nation however, if I were not 

repesly to recommend to my son Messrs, de 

I Cbamilly and Hue, whose real attachment 

kad indnccd them to shut themselves up with 

me in this sad aho(l«, and who had like to 

!have become the unfortunnte victims of tbnir 
fidelity. 1 also recommend to him Cl^ry, 
trlth whose attentions I have every reason to 
be satisfied : as he lias remained with me 
titroughout Diy disconsolate durance, (jug qu' 
mufin,) I beg of the j^entlcmeu of the com- 
toiunc to deliver to him my clothes, books, 
watch, and other litlle efiecls tliat have been 
deposited at the Council of ihe commune." 
L. " 1 freely (ires volontierementj pardon in 
tbosc who guard me, the bad treatment and 
tonstraint which they have considered it in- 
aumbent on them to impose upon me. I have 
found some feeling and compaBslonate souls 
may they enjoy in their hearts the tranquillity 
which tbeir way of thinking must necessu 
iBspire." 
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" I beg of Messrs. de Malesherbes, Tron- 
uliet, and de Seze, to accept here my sincere 
thanks and tlie expression of my sensibility, 
for aU the cares and troubles which Ihey have 
given themselves for uie." 

"I conclude in declaring before God, in 
whose presence I am shortly to appear, that I 
do not reproach myself with any of the crimes 
which are laid to my charge." 

"Done in duplicate, at _thc Tower of the 
Temple, the twenty-fifth day of Deceuiber>. 
une thousand seven hundred aud ninety tw«." 



(Signed) 



* LOUIS." 



On the twenty -sixth of Deoember, the Kin^f 
was conducted for the second time to the bar 
of the Assembly : I had previously informed 
the Queen of some particulars relating to this 
procedure, that the noise of the drums and 
themovements of the troops might not frighten 
her. His Mojesty set off' at ten o'cloL-k in the 
morning, aud returned at tive in the evening, 
having been the whole time under the gtrveil' 
lance of Chambon and Santcrre. Messrs. de 
]Slalesherbes, de Seze, and Tronchet, came 
the same evening, just as the King vas re- 
tiring from table. He invited them to take 
some refreshment: M. de Seze was the only 
N 2 
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utiu who took any : His Majesty expressed 
his thankfulness to him for the discourse 
which he liad delivered in his defence. These 
geutlemen afternards went into his cabinet. 

Tiie next day His Majesty deigned to put 
into my bands his printed defence, after har- 
iag asked the municipal officers if he might 
give it me without fear of any ill consequence. 
The commissary Vincent, a ship-builder, who 
has rendered all the services to the Royal 
Family that lay in bis way, took upon himself 
to carry a copy of it secretly to the Queen : 
be took advantage of the moment when tbe 
Kiug thanked him for this little service, to ask 
him for something to keep in remembrance of 
bim : His Majesty immediately untied his 
cravat, and made the commissary a present of 
U. At another time, he gave bis gloves to 

L another municipal officer, who wished to have 
them from a similar motive : even in tbe eyes 
ef many of his guardians, his spoils were, an 

• KclicB, already held sacred. 

- On the first of January, I approached tbe 
King's bed, and, in a low voice, asked his 
permission to present him my most ardent 
wishes for the termination of bis misfortunes. 
"I accept your wishes," said he aflection- 
ately, while he reached out one of his hands 



to DiR, which I kisaed and bedewed nith tears. 
As soon as be was risen, he begged of a mu- 
nicipal oSicer to go to hia family and make 
some enijuiries after their liealth, and to pre- 
sent tliem from him with his begt wishes oa 
the occasion of the new year. The municipal 
officers were moved at the tone with which 
his words, so heart- rending in regard to the 
situation of tlie King, were pronounced. 
"Why," said one of them to me after the 
Kin^ had returned to his chamber, " doei he 
not ask to siae his family ? Now the interro- 
gatories are at an end, such a request would 
not meet with any objection : he must address 
himself to the Convention." The municipal 
officer who had gone to the Queen's apart- 
ment returned, and announced to His Majesty, 
that his family thanked him for his good 
wishes, and addressed theirs to him. "What 
a new-year's-day !" said the King. 

On the same evening, I took the liberty of 
observing to him, that I was almost certain of 
the consent of the Convention, if His Majesty 
should I'k^quest permission to see his family. 
"In a few days," said the King, "they will 
not refuse me that consolatiou : we must 
wait." 

The nearer the moment of the sentence ai>« 
N 3 



proacLei), if that name may be given to the 
procedure to which the King was subjected, 
the more my fears and anguish augmented : 
I put a thousand questions to the municipal 
•Sicers, and all that Ilearntof th&m encreased 
■sy terrora. My wife came to see me every 
week, and gave me an exact account of what 
was going on in Paris. The public opinion 
always appeared faTorable to the King: it 
even manifested itself tumultuously at the 
TheiLtre Francois, and at that of Vaudeville. 
At the former was represented "The Friend 
of the Laws:" all the allusions to the Trial 
of His Majesty whicb appeared to operate in 
lus behalf, were seized and applauded with 
transport. At the Vaudeville theatre, one 
of the dramatis personse in the " Chatte Su- 
wnna," said to the two old men, " Uow can 
you be both accusers and judges >" This 
passage, at the instance of the audience, was 
several times repeated. I putinto the King's 
hands a copy of " The Friend of the Liaws," 
I often told him, and I was almost brought to 
believe it myself, that the members of the 
jCoDvention, who were divided among them- 
selves, would only pronounce the sentence of 
imprisonment orof deportation. "Maythey," 
replied His Majesty, " have that moderation. 
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on account of my family ; 1 have no fears but 
for them." 

Same persona gave me to uadcratand by my 
yrik, that a considerable sum of tnoney had 
been deposited at the house of M. Pariseau, 
editor of the " Feuitle de Tour,^' and was at 
the dUposal of the King ; and they informed 
me, that it should, if His Majssty desired it, 
be banded over to M. de Malesherbes, and re- 
quested me to ask the King for his orders in 
regard to this matter. When i related tho 
circumstance to His Majesty, " Tliank these 
persons on my part," replied he, " but I can- 
not accept their generous offer: it would ex- 
pose them to danger," I begged of him, at 
least to speak to 31. de Malesherbes on the 
subject, which he promised to do. 

la the mean time, the correspondence of 
Their Majesties continued. The King, hav- 
ing been iuforuied that Madame Itoyale was 
sick, suffered great uneasiness for some days. 
The Queen, after many solicitations, suc- 
ceeded in obtaining an order for M. Brunier, 
Physician to the Royal children, to be sent 
to the Temple : this infurmation appeared to 
tranquillize him. 

On Tuesday the fifteenth of January, the 
eve of the day on which the scuteiice of the 
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King was passed, his Counsel came to t 
Temple accordiug to oustoin, and Messrs. dc 
Seze and Tronchet intimated to His Majesty, 
that they Ghould be absent on the morrow. 

On the morning of Wednesday the six- 
teenth, M. de Malesherbes remained some 
time with tlie King, and told His Majesty oi\ 
^ing out, that he would come to give him an 
account of the votes, as soon as he Hhould 
know the result of them ; but the sitting hein^ 
prolonged to a. very late hour in the night, it 
was not till the morning of the seventeenth 
that the decree was pronounced. 

On the same day, the sixteenth, at six 
o'clock in the evening, four municipal officers 
entered the King's chamber, and read to him 
an order of the commune, importing in sub- 
stance, " That he should be kept in sight 
fgartU a vuej night and day by the said four 
municipaloificers, and that two of them should 
pass the night by the side of his bed." The 
King asked these municipal officers, whether 
his sentence was pronounced. One of them 
fdu Roure) began by seating himself on the 
sofa, while His Majesty remained standing : 
he afterwards replied, that be did not trouble 
himself about what was going on at the Con- 
vention ; that he bad heard, however, that 
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they were still proceeding witb the votes. 
Shortly after, M, de Malesherbes came in, 
and announced to the King, that the voting 
was not yet termin.ited. 

At this moment, one of the chimnies of the 
Palace of the Temple in which the wood- 
porter lodged, caught fire. A pretty consider- 
able concourse of people entered the court- 
yard. A municipal otlicer came quite in a 
fright to tell M. dc Malesherbes to retire im- 
mediately. M, de Malesherbes went out, after 
having promised the King that he would re- 
turn and inform him of his sentence. I asked 
this commissary what was the cause of his 
fright. " The Temple has been set tire to," 
said he. " It has been done on purpose to 
save Capet in the tumult; but I have now 
caused the walls to be surrounded by a strong 
guard." It was soon learnt that the lire was 
out, and that it happened by mere accident. 

On Thursday the seventeenth of January, 
31, de Malesherbes came in about nine o'clock 
in the mornings I ushered him in. "AH is 
lost," said be to me ; " the King is con- 
demned." The King, who saw him arrive, 
rose up to receive him. The Minister fell at 
his feet ; he was stifled with his sobs, and for 
»ome time was unable to speak. The King 



raiaetl him up, and clasped him afiectionately 
to his breast. When M. de Maleshcrbes in- 
foriUed him of (he decree which condemned 
him to death, the King did not act in any way 
indicative of surprize or emotion, as regarded 
bis own fate : he only appeared to be aUbcted 
by the grief of Ihia respectable old man, and 
eien sought to console him. 

M. de Malesherbes gave an account to His 
Majesty of the result of the voting. Informers, 
relations, personal enemies, laymen, ecclesi- 
astics, absent deputies — all bad voted; yet, 
liotnilbslanding this violation of all usages, 
those who pronounced death, some as a mea- 
sure of expedience, others bs the puDisbmeot 
of pretended guilt, only obtained a majority* 
of five voices : many of the deputies had ouly 
voted for death, coupled with a condition of 
delay. A second vote upou this questioD had 
been ordered ; and it was to be presumed, that 
the votes of those who wished to retard the 
execution of the Regicide, joined to those 

• tl w» the terroriat faction headed by Robetpierre, 
D*DlOD,tnd Marat, which oblsined the name of thewMN> 
lain, from the B«ati wliieh the; occupied io the CoDitntion, 
who called for the trial and execution of (he Kiag : tlie 
OtroQdUta, or moderate patty, had gradaally loetthen«. 
eeQdail<7. (Tram.) 
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Buffrsges which were not for capital punish- 
ment, would form the majority ; hut, assas- 
BinB devoted to the Duke of Orleana and the 
deputation of Pans, were placed at the gates 
of the Assembly, who terrified with their cries, 
and threatened with tlieir poinards, any one 
who should refuse to become their accom- 
plices; and either from stupur or indifference, 
the Capital dared not, or would not under- 
take any thing to save tlieir Kin^. 



M. de Malesberbes was about to i 



laway. 



when the King obtained permission to con- 
verse with him in private : he took him into 
his cabinet, shut ttic door, and remained about 
an hour alone with him. After this confer* 
ence. His Majesty conducted him back as far 
a> the entrance-door, and again requested him 
to come to him betimes in the evening, and 
not to abandon him in his last hours. " The 
grief of this good old man has aSected me 
exceedingly," said the King to me as I at-' ■ 
tended him back to bis chamber. 

On the arrival of M. de Malesherhes from' 
the Convention I was seized with a trembling 
of my whole body, and this agitation had not 
subsided, when, in the course of my duty, if 
was necessary for me to prepare the King's 
shaving apparatus. He put on the soap him- 



self, nliiUt I, standing before him, held tbc 
basaii. I bad not as jet dared to cast my 
eyes upon my unfortunate master: I looked 
at bim by ebance, and niy tears flowed in 
spite of me. 1 do nut know tvhetber tbe way 
in whicli I was affeeted recalled to tlic mind 
of the KiD^ his situation, but a sudden pale- 
ness overspread his countenance : his nose 
and ears whitened all at once. At this sight 
my knees gave way under me. The King, 
who perceived that I was fainting, took me by 
tioth hands, clasped them strongly, and said 
.to me in a low voice, "Come, come! You 
niust[have more courage." He was observed; — 
$. mute language described to him all my af- 
fliction : — he appeared to be sensible of my 
I attachment, his countenance became reanima- 
I led, and he shaved himself quietly. After- 
T wards 1 assisted him in putting on his clothes. 
His Majesty remained in his chamber till 
bis dinner-hour, occupied in reading or walk- 
' ing. In the evening, I followed him into bis 
' cabinet, under the pretext that he might have 
need* of my assistance. "You have heard," 
said the King (o me, " the account of my 
sentence," "Ah ! Sire," said 1 to bim, " hope 
for a delay : M. de Malesberbes does not think 
it will be rejected." "1 do not entertain any 
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hope of tliat," replied the King, "but I am 
very mucli grieved that the Duke of OHeans,* 
my relation, has voted for my death. — Read 
Ibat list." So saying, he handed me a list of 
the voles which he was then holding in his 
liand. "The public," said I to him, "mur- 
mur loudly. — Duuiourier is in Paris; and it 
is reported, that he is charged with an ad- 
dress from his army to stay the proceedings 
which hLkve been instituted against Your Ma- 
jesty. — The people are shocked at the infa- 
mous conduct of the Duke of Orleans. There 
is also a report in circulation, that the Minis- 
ters of foreign Powers purpose going to the 
Assembly in a body, there to remonstrate in 
your behalf; and it is confidently slated, that 
the members of the Convention, to complete 
their embarrasment, arc in fear of a popular 
commotion," " I should be very sorry that 
such a thing should take place," replied the 
King; "there wouhl thcu be more proscrip- 
tions and bloodshed. 1 do not fear death," 
added this Prince, "hut I cannot, without 
ijhuddering, look at the cruel lot which I am 

* Ths Kins'* tliii'd brotlier, knonn at Iliia period as 
Slimtimr Eoaliti, wbo, DotwitbiUuJiiig liii demacratiuul 
priDcipIci, MWti afterwards bimielf becune a vjctiai of 
revolalionaFy fury. 



going to leave beliiiul me to my famUy— to 
lie Queen and ouc unfortunate children ! 
And thosG faithful serTaotB nho have not 
abandoned me — those old men who have no 
other means of subsistence than the slender 
pensions which I gave them ; who will sup- 
port them ! I behold the people, delivered u\t 
to anarchy, become the victims of every fac- 
tion :^-crimes succeed each other — long disr 
scntions, tearing France to pieces." Then, 
after a moments silence, he exclaimed, " Oh ! 
my God ! is this the recompense that I havo 
deserved for ail my sucrilices ! have I nut 
tried every means of iiisurin|^ the hapiiiness 
of the French people." As he uttered thesu 
words lie clasped my hands : penetrated with 
a holy respect, I bathed his with my teats. 
I was obliged to ([uiL him in this state. 
The King in vain awaited the arnval of M. 
de Malesherbes. In the eveoing, he asked 
me, if he had been at the Temple : I had put 
the same question to the commissaries, but 
they had all answered me in the negative. 

On Friday the eighteeulh, the King did 
not hear any thing of M. de Malesherbes, 
which made him very uneasy. Having met 
witb an old French Mercury, he found a 
riddle, which he gave me to make out: I 
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ill Tftin sought for the word. "What! do 
you not perceive its meaning," said he: "it 
is very applicable to me at thia time ; the 
word ia Sacrificed" The King ordered me 
ta look in the library for the volume in the 
History of England which contains the ac- 
count of the death of Charles 1,; this he 
afterwards continued to consult from lime to 
time. On this occasion I It^arnt, that His 
Majesty had reait ttvo hundred and fifty 
volumes since he had been in the Temple. In 
the evening, I took the liberty of observing 
bo htm, that he could not be deb^red from 
ifrtercourse widihis Counsel, unless by a de- 
cree of the Convention ; aud that he ought 
to demand their admission into the Tower. 
"I^et us wait till to-morrow," said the King. 
Od Saturday the nineteenth, at nine o'clock 
in the morning, a municipal ofIici;r, named 
Qobeau, entered with a paper in his hand : 
he was accompanied by the keeper of the 
Tower, named Mathey, who brought an ink- 
Stand. The municipal oflicer told the King, 
that he had an order to take an inventory of 
hia furniture and other effects ■. His Majesty 
left nte with him and returned into hia Turret, 
Then, under pretence of taking an inventory, 
the municipal officer began to turn oyer every 




iliiiig witii ihe most minute caution, in on 
to ascertain, as he said, tbat no weapon ni 
cutting instrument wai concealed in His Ma- 
jesty's chamber. He proceeded to rummage 
a very small bureau, in which were some 
papers : the King was obliged to open nil the 
drawers, and to displace and open every 
paper, one after the other. There were three 
small parcels at the bottom of a drawer : Ihe 
municipal officer wished to examine the con- 
tents. — " It is," said the Ring, " money, but 
it is not mine ; it belongs to M. de Slales- 
herbes : I have packed it up ready to return 
10 him." The three parcels contained three 
thousand livres in gold ; upon each bundle 
the King had written with his own hand, 
Monsieur de Malesherbes." 

While this search was making in the Ti 
His Majesty returned to liia chamber, and 
wished to warm himself. The kaeper Matbey 
was at this time before the fire, holding up his 
coat and turning his back to it. Finding he 
could obtain but little warmth, and that with 
difficulty from one side of the fire-place, and 
the insolent keeper continuing in the same 
place, the King told him with some quick 
ness, to move a little. On this noticej 
thought proper to retire: 
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cers went out also, after having finished their 
search. 

In the evening, the King desired the com- 
niissaries to eoquire of the commune, why it 
was tbat (he persons who composed his CouD- 
si^l shoultl not be admitted into the Tower; 
observing that be wished, at least, to com- 
iQuiricate with M. de Malesherbes -. they pro- 
mised to make known his wlshea, but one of 
them acknowledged, that they were forbidden 
to lay before the General Cauncil any demind 
of Louis XVI., unless it was written and 
signed with his own hand. " Why," replied 
the King, "have I been left for two days ill 
ignorance of this change !" He then wrote k 
note and put it into the hands of the munici- 
pal officers, but it was not taken to the com- 
mune till neit morning. The King demanded 
permission to see the gentlemen of his Coun- 
sel freely, and complained of the order which 
directed him to be kept in sight both night 
and day. — "It ought to be considered," he 
wrote to the cofnmu»e, " that, In the situation 
in which I am placed, it is very painful to me, 
not to be allowed to have the seclusion and 
trauqulUity which U necessary to collect my 
thoughts." 

On Sunday the twentieth of January, the 
3 
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morniDg, e^^| 



soon as be rose In tlic niorn'ii: 
quired of the municipal ofRcers, if tliey had 
made known his request to the Council of the 
commune : Ihey assured iiim, that ii bad been 
sent in without loss of time. About ten 
o'clock, I went into the King's chamber, who 
immediately said to me, " 1 do not see tbatM. 
dc Malesherbes is coming." — *' Sire," said I, 
" I have just learnt, that he has presented 
himself several times, but his admission to the 
Tower hasbeeneonstantly refused," "I shall 
soon know the grouods of tliis refusal," re- 
)died the King ; "the commune has without 
doubt decided on ray letter." His Majesty 
then walked to and fro in his chamber; he 
read ; he wrote ; — thus spending the whole of 
the morning. 

The clock had just struck two : suddenly 
thedoor opened ; — it was ihe Executive Coun- 
cil. Twelve or fifteen persons presented them- 
selves at once, among whom were the following 
oflSccrs : - Garat, Minister of Justice, Le Brun, 
^Minister of Foreign Affairs, Grouvelle, Secre- 
tary of the Council, the President and the 
Procitreur General Syndic of the Department, 
the Mayor and Ihc Procureur de Ville, the 
President of the Criminal Tribunal, and the 
Public Accuser. Sauterrc, who preceded the 
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others, said to nie, " AnnouDce the Executive 
Council." The Kin^, on hearing a good deal 
of stirring, had riain up and advanced a few 
steps ; but at the sight of this train, he stood 
still between the door of his chamber and that 
of the anli-chamber, in an attitude the most 
noble and imposing imaginable. I was near 
him, Garat, with his hat upon his head, ad- 
dressed him in these words: — "Louis, the 
National Convention has charged the provi- 
sional Executive Council, to signify to yoti 
its Decrees of the 15th, )6lh, 17tli, l»th, and 
20th of January : the Secretary of the Council 
will read them to you." Then Grouvelle, the 
Secretary, unfolded the Decree, and read it in 
a weak and tremulous voice. 

Decrees of the National Convention of the 
I5th, I6th, 17th, 19th, and20th of January, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three. 

ARTICLE FIRST. 



The National Convention declares Louis 
Capel, the last King of the French, Ghiilty 
of Conspiring against the liberty of the Na- 
tion, and of a Criminal Attempt against the 
General Safety of the State. 



ABTieLB tlCOND. 

The National Conveotion decrees, that 
Louis Capet Bliall suifer the puniabment. of 
Death. ^M 

ARTieLB THIRD, ^9 

The National Courention declares, that no 
argument of Louis Capet, advanced at their 
har by persons compofiing his Counsel, is en- 
titled to be received as au Appeal to the Na- 
tion against the Sentence which has been 
passed upon him by the Convention ; and 
forbids all persons whomsoever from giving 
publicity to them, on pain of being prosecuted 
and punished as guilty of a criminal attero.pt 
iigainst the general safety of the Republic. 



The provisional Executive Council will 
notify to Louis Capet the present Decree in 
the day-time; and nill take the measures of 
police and safety necessary to iasure the ex- 
ecution thereof within twenty-four hours, 
reckoning from such notification; and will 
render in au account of its proceedings tof 
the National Convention as soon as it is eiij 
ecu ted. 
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During the reading of this iii^^lnimeDt, 
there was no perceptible alteration in (he 
King's countenance ; except, thai, at the first 
article, when the word "conspiring" was pro- 
nounced, I remarked a smile of indignation 
to glance upon his lips, and, at the words 
"shall suffer the punishment of Death," a 
heavenly look which he cast upon all tiiose 
who surrounded him, announced to tlieiu that 
death was without terror to iunuceuce. The 
King advanced towards Grouvelle, Secretary 
of the Council, took the Decree out of his 
baud, folded it up, and put it in iiis pocket- 
book i then, taking a paper out of his pocket- 
book, he said to the Minister Garat: — "Sir, 
Minister of Justice, I beg of you to give Ihid 
letter to the National Convention immediately; 
the Mitiititer appearing to hesitate, the King 
lidded, " 1 will read it to you ;" and he read 
without any visible emotion as follows : — 

" 1 request a delay of three days, to enable 
me to prepare myself to appear before God, 
I ask, for that purpose, to be permitted to see 
freely the person whom I shall point out to 
the commissaries of the commune; and that 
this person be secure from all fear and dis- 
quietude on account of this act of charity 
which he shall perform towards me." 
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" I request to be relieved from 
sun'^kmce which the Generiit 
established for some days." 

"I request to be permitted, during tliis 
interval, to sec my fatuity at such limes as I 
sIibII require it, and without witness : I should 
nuch desire, that (he National Convention 
wuuld forthwitb take into consideration the 
•tale «f my family, and [tennit them to retire 
freely wlierever tliey may think proper." 

" 1 reoommend to the beneficenee of the 
nation all those persons who were attadied 
to H» : man y of them have embarked all their 
fortune in their places, and, baving no kmger 
any appointments, mu«t now be in want; and 
besides titese, there are several old men, wo- 
jaen aad children, wbo Imd nothing hut their 
penetons lo subsist on." 

'■Done at the Tower of the Temple, the 
twentietliday of January, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three. 

(Signed) " LOUi 

Garat took the King's letter, assuring bim 
that be would present it to the Convention. 
As he was going out. His Majesty took out 
his pooket-hook, and said, "Sir, if the Con- 
vention should grant my request as to the 
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person t^hom 1 wish to see, here is bis ad' 
flress:'* he tlien put tlie card into the Lands 
of a nvuniciiial officer. Tbis-addrese, wbich 
was not in the hand-writiDg of the Kia^, sig • 
nified, " M. Edgeworth de Firiuout, No. 483y 
Bacq. Street." Tlie King drew back a fev; 
steps, and the Minister and thoso who accom- 
panied him retired. 

His Majesty walked to and fro fur a sborl 
lime in his chamber. 1 remained slandiuf 
against the door, with my arms across, aiu' 
as if deprived of all sense: while I was ii 
ibis situation, tlie King came near Id me, say- 
ing, " Clfiry, ask for my dinner." Shortly 
afterwards, two municipal officers called m* 
into the dining-room : lliey read to me ai. 
order, wbicb imported in substance, "TJif> 
Liouis should not make use of any kuife ov 
fork at his meals ; that a knife sbuuld he ooa- 
fided to his valet de chambre to cut bis bread 
and meat for him, in presence of two commia 
saries ; and that, afterwards, tbeknife should 
be withdrawn." The two municipal officers 
cbarged me to acquaint the King with this 
order, but I refused to do so. 

On entering the dining-room, the King saw 
the basket containiog the Queen's dinner: be 
asked why his family bad been made to wait 



I) lioiir jiast tlic time, observing tliat the de- 
, lay might' be unplpasant to them. He sat 
; down to table. " I hiive no knife," said he to 
■. The miiniripal officer Miiiier then ap- 
prised His Majesty of the order of the com- 
mune. "Do thoy think me so cowardly," 
■Qid Ifae Ring, "as that I should attempt my 
life P Crimes are imputed to me, but I am in- 
Docent of lhem,and shall die without fear. 1 
wish my death may promote the happiness of 
f (he French, and avert the misfortunes which 
I foresee." After the King Iiad uttered thes« 
iTords there reigned a great silence. The 
King ate hut little : he cut some beef with his 
spoon, and broke his bread: bis dinner only 
lasted a few minutes. 

I was in my chamber given up to the most 
dreadful grief, when, about six o'clock in the 
evening, Garat came again to the Tower. I 
went to the King to announce lo Iiim the re- 
turn of the Minister of Justice. Santerre, 
who preceded him, approached His Majesty, 
and said to him in a low voice and with a 
laughing air," Here is the Executive Council." 
The Minister, having advanced, said to the 
King, that be had taken his letter to the Con- 
vention, and that they had charged him to 
notify to him the following answer : — "That 
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il w^ free l^ LoufS tij t&H id dttiW'MttiMif df 
Wdrehiiy as he (nf gftt judgtf jif optif , dtid' W 5t!# 
his family nitlioiJt restraint of ^itaess'; tha^ 
the Kiitiott, evOT g'Vteat and jiist, wocid ffrfftf' 
info coiisideralioTl (liP fafc of* liis fatitilj'; itrs^ 
jHstindemirities would Era granted to the brerfSt-' 
ors of his house i ainl (hut the Xiitronnl C&tf" 
velilion haxl passed to the oVdeT of the day 
resi)ec(iirij (he deliij' of tliree diys," 

The Kiag hoard tlirs answer rrrad ^tlttidof 
making any observation : after he liatd' rfi- 
inrned to his chamher, lie said to me, "F 
thought, by the nir of Stinterrc, that h£ VeI^ 
g-oin^ to nnnoniice to me that the deUy waV 
granted." A young' muiticipa) officer, named' 
Botson, seeing; the King speak to me, drew 
near. " You have appeared to be soiisible o^ 
what has happened to me," said (he King to' 
biifl ; " accept my thanks for it." The com- 
nlissary was surprized at this remark, and did 
not know what to answer ; and I was myself 
astonished at the expressions of His Majesty;' 
for it Was only the day before, that this same 
municipal officer, who Was scarcely twenty- 
two years of ngt, and was of a mild and 
interesting appearance, had said, "I have 
applied to come to tho Temple, to see the 
grimace tbat he (meaning tlie King) will' 
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ike to-morrow." " And so have 1," replied 
Merceraut, tbe stoue-cutter of nliom I have 
already sjioken. " Every body refused to 
come, but I would not give tliis day for a 
good deal." Such were the vile and ferocious 
men which the commune chose to appoint to 
f uard the King in his last moments. 
. At this time, the King had nol seen any «f 
||is Counsel for four days, — Those of the com- 
nissarieswho felt fur his misfortunes avoided 
coming near him. — Of so many subjects of 
whom he had been the father — of so many 
I C'renchmen whom he bad loaded with benefits, 
(ere remained to him, now, but one single ser- 
^tit to \ihom he might confide his troubles. 
i^After the reading of the answer of the 
Convention, the commissaries took the Min- 
"ister of Justice aside, and asked bim in what 
r the King was to be allowed to see his 
family. " In private," replied Garnt : " it is 

I' the intention of tbe Convention." Tbe mu- 

nicipal ollicers then commnnicated to him the 
■rder of the commune, which eujoineil them 
fMl to lose sight of tlie King, day oi- night. 
St was tberclore agreed between the commis- 
Wuies and tbe Minister, that, iu order to re. 
fwncile these two decisions, which were op- 
l^osed to each other, Ihe King should i 
b i I ^ 
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his family in the dining-room, S3 els t& be seen 
through the glass of the partition, but that 
the door sliuuld be shut, to prevent his being 
heard. 

The King called the Minister of Justice 
back, to ask him if he had sent to M. de Fii> 
moiit : Garat replied, that he had brought him 
in his carriage, and that he was at the Council 
and was going to come up. His Majesty pi^t 
iftto the hands of a municipal officer, named 
Baudrais, who was conversing with the Min- 
ister, the three thousand livres in gold already 
spoken of, requesting him to give it ta M. de 
Alalesherbes, to whom it belonged : the mu- 
nicipal officer promised to da so ; hut he took 
it immediately to the Council, and this sum 
was never given to M. de Malesherbes. After 
this, M. de Firniont came i», and the King 
took him into the Turret and shut himself up 
with him. Garat having gone away, there 
only reiuLiioed three municipal officers in His 
Majesty's apartment. 

At eight o'cluck, the King came out of his 
cabinet and told the commissaries to condutrt 
him to his family. The uiuuicipal officers re- 
plied that that could not be done, but that 
they should be brought down if he desired it, 
" Very well," said the King; " but, at least, I 
p 2 
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may see Iheni alone iii my cbajstier." " No," 
s^^il one of tlieai ; " we have pranged it wHb 
Jife l^Iinister of Justice, tbat your interviews 
shall be in the liiiiing-rooni," "Yo«Lave 
l)eard," replied Ilis Majesty, " that the De- 
cree of the Conveotton permits me to Bee them 
wilLout witaess." " True," said the munici- 
pal oS&cers; " and so you will be in private :--'- 
lii^e doo); will be shut, but, through tlie glass, 
w^ sball have our eyes upon you." " l>et my 
fuQlily come down," said the King. 

In tbe mean time, Hie Majesty went into 
tlie dining-room, and I followed him ; I set 
Hid t^bls sidewayij and placed chairs at the 
bottom po as to give more room. "You should 
Jj»);iDg," said the King to me, "alittle waCtr 
41^4 a glass." There was a jug of water in 
fi^e r^'PUi but in au icy state ; I only brought 
op* ghm, and placed it oear the jug. "Bring 
some nat£r that is not icy," said the Kiag ; 
*' for if the Queen shouJd drink of that, it 
may make her ill. You will tell M. de Fjr- 
mont," added His Afojesty, " not to leavemy 
c^joet: I fear that the sight of hioi wouM 
pqca^ton too much affiictiou to my fam'ly-" 
fbf: commissary who went to fetch them, was 
pib^eut a i^uarter of an hour : during tlii^ U- 
terv^l) the King returned to his cabinet, but 
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came fiom time to time to the door, with 
marks of the moat cagei" emotion. 

At half past eight, the door opened : — the 
Qupcu* appeared first, holding by the hand 
her sun ; afterwards Madame Royale and 
Madame Elizabeth. They all threw them- 
selves into the arms of the Kirig.t — A mourn- 
ful silence &f some minutes ensued, interrupted 
only by sobs. The Queen was going to lead 
His Majesty towards his chamber: — "No," 
said tlie King, " let us go into this room ; it Is 
OTily here that I can see you." They went 
into the dining-room, and I sliut the door^ 
which was gla/.ed. The King sat down, hav- 
ing the Queen on his left hand, Madame Eliza- 
beth on his right, Madame Royale almost 
fronting him, and the young Prince standing 
up between bis legs : they all were leaning to- 
wards him and often held him embraced. 

* Made Antoinette Josephe Jeanne of Lnrraiae, Queen 
of France, dmigbter of Piaacis and Marie Thereia, and 
Sister of Leopold IL, Emperor of Austria, liait two cbil- 
dren wliu did not live to witness the captivity of tlieir an- 
guit parents : namely, Louis tlie first Dauphin, who died 
in 1780, and Madame SopUie, nlio died in ber infascy tu 
1798. (Ti-an,.) 

t Loais XVI. maitied in 1770, and, on the death of Ui 
grandfatber, Louis XV., lOtb of May, 1774, a&cended the 
tbiODe. (Tim.) 
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^|iji tfiMP of ^^'icUm l^ted an hour and 
three qiiartefs, tjurlng nhieb it wae impoasi- 
^ to over-hear any of the conversation ; but 
it W!iL% observed, that after every sentence 
which the King uttered, tlie sobs of the Priu< 
ce996S redoubled, aud lastedToc some minutes; 
asd that, after they had Jn sume degree 8ub- 
•iUed, the King began ta speak again. It was 
fOSy to judge from their emotion, that him- 
selfi waa the first to apprise them of his ovra 
cond««>aatioD. 

At a quarter past ten o'clock, the King rose 
up, and, alibis family did the same. I opened 
the door. Their Majesties gave each a hand 
to tbe PaupUin : Madame Rojaie was on the 
left, having her arms extended round the 
King's waist : Madame Elizabeth was on the 
same aide, but a little behind, and had seized 
the left arm of her august brother.* In this 
guise the Royal Family advanced towards 
th;e eatraoce-door, uttering the most distress- 
ful ^coans. " 1 do assure you," aald the Kia^ 
to them, " I will see you to-morrow morning 
at eight o'clock." " You promise that yoa 

" The King was, at tlii: time, aboul lliirly-nine, the 
Uueeu thirty-Mveu, the Daiipbia eleien, Madama Ruyila 
fuarteen, and Madame Klizabelbtweaty-uiac j'cwi of.; 
CTrwH.J 
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uill," vepeated they all together.—" Yen, I 
pramiae." — "WUy nut at aevcH," said the 
Q(teei». — "WpU! yea: at seven. Adieu." He 
pronounced tliis adieu in a manner so expres- 
sive ttiat the siglis t^xTo redoubled. Madame 
Reyale fell in a swoon at tho feet of the 
Kiitg, which she held embraced : I raised lier 
up, and assisted Madame Elixaheth in sup- 
porting her. The K.ing, wishing to put an 
end to this heart-rending scene, embraced 
t)ieni tenderly, and assumed sutGcientresolu- 
ttonto tear himself from their arms. " Adieu. 
— Adieu," said he, and returned into his 
chamber. 

The Princesses went np a^ain to their 
^artments: I wished to continue to support 
Madame Royale ; but the municipal officers 
pcevented me, and compelled me to return. 
Although the two doors were shut, the cries 
4nd groans of the Princesses on the stalr- 
oase were still beard. After this trying inter- 
Tj^ir, the thing rejoined bis con feasor ia the 
cgiuuet of the Turret. 

Half an hour afterwards, he came out oChia 
Ci^biaet, and I served up supper : the Kiof 
44f) but little tliough with an appetite. 

After supper, the King wcut agaiu into bia 
oabiaet,,aa4< bis coAf^^ior came out of it pRft* 




8eiitlyarteiMards,«ud naked the c 
to i-onduct him to the Council-chamber, as E 
I bad lo apply to thnt body fur vestments and 
f'mi\ ihatwaH necessary for ttie solemnity of the 
I Mass the next morning. It was >iot without 
I 4iflicul(y that M. (le Firmont obtniiied the 
I ^Biit of liiis retjuest. They sent to the church 
i •Of the Capuchins of the Marsh, which had 
' ibeen erected into a parish and nas situated 
tiear the Hotel de Souhige, to procure the 
ihings that nere required for the perform- 
ance of divine worship on the ensuing day. 
' Having returned from the Ceuncil-cfaamber, 
U. de Firmont came again into the King's 
apartment: they both retired into the Turret, 
tond remained there until half an hour past 
teidnight. I then undressed the King; and, 
(9 I was going- to curl his hair, he said to me 
' it is not worth while:" and, when he was 
In bed, as I was drawing his citrtains, be said, 
' Cl^ry, you will awaken me at five o'clock," 
Scarcely was he lain down, when a pro- 
• found sleep took possession of his senses ; 
'*^i)d he slept till five o'clock without waking. 
M. de Firmont, whom His Majesty had in- 
Tited to take a little rest, threw himself on my 
bed ; and I passed the night in a chair in the 
King's chamber, praying God to preserve his 
fortitude and courage. 
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I heard five o'clock strike, ami 1 lit tlie fire : 
tit tl>£ noise that I made the KIi>g awoke, and 
Siiid 1:0 me as he drew Iiis curtaiiia, " Has It 
struck five o'clock >" " Sire, it has by many 
clocks, but not by our»." The fire being 
kindled, I drew near his bed. " I have slept 
well," said this Prince to me ; " I had nei^d of 
itj tlie interview of yesterday fatigued n;^. 
Whereia M. de Firniont?"— "On my bed." 
"And wliere have you pasaed the night J"~— 
" In this chair." " I am sorry for that," said 
the Kingr- "All, Sire," replied 1, "cau I 
tluak of wysiilf at thi^ time?" Ue gave nw 
mwoi his hands and chimed aiiue ad««ttoa' 
fttely. 

1 tiien assisted tlie I^ing to put on hU 
platbes, and dressed his hair, While at hie 
tculet, lie took from his watch u seal, put it 
iflto his waistcoat- pocket, and placed his watch 
upai) the chimney ; then, drawing from his 
finger ft ring, which he loukeil at several 
tinges, he put it into the same pocket wiUi the 
«4^1, Aftoi' this, he changed his shirt, put oii 
a white waislcoat,fhe suinc that he had on the 
p^ecsdiilg evening, and 1 helped him oo with 
tusQoat- He then took fvoin his pockets, his 
^«pk£t>-bciok,ope[ai-glasa, BimO'-boK, and some 
ot^^r tliiujfd; ai»d h^ aUu pla«eil Uts purw 



Iffi 

upon the cliimiiey : all this wasilooe in silence 
and in the presence of several municipal offi- 
cers. Having completed his dresH, the Kin^ 
told me to acquaint M, de Firmont that he 
was ready to see him : he was already up, and 
foUoned His Majesty into his cabinet. 

While the Kin^ was engaged with his Con- 
fessor, I placed a chest of drawers in tba 
middle ol' the chamber, and I dressed it out 
as an altar for the Mass. Every thing that 
was required for the solemnity had been 
brought to the Tower at two o'clock in the 
morning. I took the priest's vestments into 
my chamher, and when all was ready, I went 
to inform the King. He asked me if 1 could 
■ay the responseH in the Mass ; and, on my 
answering in the affirmative, but that I did 
Dot know them by heart, (he King opened & 
book that he was holding in his hand ; and, 
having found the office of the Mass, gave it 
to me, and took another book for himself. In 
the mean time the priest habited himself. I 
had placed a sofa before the altar, and put a 
large cushion on the ground for His Majesty : 
the King bade me take away the cushion, and 
went himself into his cabinet to get another 
that was smaller and stufled with horse-hair, 
which he usually made use of at his prayers. 



As souii as the Priest came iu, the JVIunicijial 
officers retired into the anticliiiinber, and I 
shut one of tlie folds of the door. The Mass 
began at s\x o'clock. During the perform- 
ance of this sacred rite there was a profound 
silence. The King, kneeling the rt hole time, 
heard Mass with the most devout meditation 
and in the most noble attitude. His Majesty 
received the Sacrament. After Mass, the 
King went into his cabinet, and the Priest 
retired into my chamber to take olf his sacer- 
dotal hab ill meats. 

I seized this moment to go into His Ma- 
jesty's cabinet ; he took me hy tlie hands, 
and said to me in a softened tune, " Cl^ry, I 
am satisfied with your attentions." " All ! 
Sire," said I, throwing myself at his feet, 
"would I were able, by my death, to disarm 
your executioners and preserve a life so pre-, 
clous to good Frenclimen. Have hope, Sire, 
they will not dare to strike the blow." "Death 
has no terrors for me : I am quite prepared," 
said theKiu^: "but, as for you," continued 
he, " look to your own situation and do not 
expose yourself. I am going to request that 
you may remain with my son. Devote to him 
all your attention in this frightful abode : — 
recall him to himself: — tell him of all the 



trouble f cxpenrnce on accoant of the mis- 
fbrtuncs wliich he mny stilTVr. Perhaps lie 
nray one dny recompettse yoar zeal," ** Oh I 
my master! Oh! my kinjr ! if the most ab- 

' Mlute devotion — if my zbal and assiduities 
bflve be^n such as to be a^ecable to you, the 
tfnly recompense that f desire of Your 9Ei- 
jesty is to receire your blessing : do not 
refuse it to the last Frenchman who has re- 
JDaiDed with you. As I thus spote I oon- 
iinned at his feet, holding one of his hands; 
and while 1 was in this postnre, he received 
my entreaty with favor and gave me his 
blessing. After this he raised me up, and, 
riasping me to his breast, said*, remember 
I to all those who are^ attaclied to me : tell 
Tbrgi also that I am satisfied with him. 
"Hetire," added the King: "do not giTe 
room for any suspicion against you." Then, 
calling' nne back, he took from a table a paper 

' which he had put on it : "BPerc!" said he, 
"this isa lottcr that Petion ivrote tnme'whttl 

' you canre to the Temple: it may bf useftil to 
you in furthering yonr stay berfe." 1 seized 
bishand affew, kissed it, and'retired. "Adlcu^'* 
said His- Majesty^— "A^in, adieu.'* 

I returned to my chamber, where I fouird 
Mi de FirmoiTt on his knees by my bed, say- 
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ing his prayers. " What a Prince 
tome OD rising up: — "with wkat real 
with what courage he meets denth ! — lie is as 
calm — as tranquil, as if he had just heaNl 
Mass in hisPalace, in themidstof liis Conrt;'* 
" I have just receiTed," said I to him, " the 
most afiecting adieus ; and he has deigned to 
premise me to rer]uest, that I may remain in 
this Tower to attend on liis son. When he 
goes out. Sir, I beg of you to remind him of 
it, for I shall nevermore liave the happiness of 
seeing him in private." " Make yourself easy 
about that," replied M. de Firmont; aflet 
trhich he returned to His Majesty. 

At seven o'cloek, the King came out of hiS 
cabinet, called me, and taking me into the 
embrasure of the window, he said, " Yoli 
ivi'll give this Seal (a) to my son ; — this Ring 
(h) to the Queen : tell her that I quit her with 
^in. This little packet contains the hair 
of all my family : you will give her it also. 
Say to the Queen, to my dear children, 
and to my sister, that, though I promised to 
see them this morning, I wish to save them 
the grief of so cruel a separation ; and that it 
has cost me much to part iirom tbera without 
receiving thew last embraces. Immediately 
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afUr giving me this ctiargt, the King re- 
turned into his cabiiiet. 

The municipal officers who bad drawo near, 
^ard His Majesty, aad seen him give lue 
these articles, which 1 still held iii my hands, 
(old me to deliver them up to Ihem ; but, one 
of them proposed to let me remain the depo- 
sitary of them until the Council should de- 
cide upon the matter. This recommendation 
prevailed, 

A quarter of an hour afternards, ibe King 
cameout of his cabinet : " Ask," said he, " if 
I may have a pair of scissors." He returued 
to bis cabinet again, and I made the request 
to the commissaries. " Do you kuow," said 
they, " what he wants to do with them." " I 
know nothing about it." " We must know," 
eaid Ibey. I then knocked at the dour of the 
Utile cabinet : the King came out. A muni- 
cipal officer who had followed me said to him, 
'* You have asked tor scissors, but, before the 
request is made known to the Council, it is 
necessary that we should be informed what 
■ jrou wish to do with them." His Majesty 

I answered, "I want them for Cl(5ry to cut ray 

W hair." The municipal officers retired : one 

I of them went down to the Council-cliamber, 

I whqre, after an hour's deliberation, the scis- 

^ i I 
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sor9 were refuseil. The municipal officer came 
up again and aanouaced this decision to the 
King. " I should not have touched the scis- 
sors," said His Majesly : " I should haTC de- 
sired Cl^ry to cut my hair in your presence ; 
try again, Sir ; I beg of you to make known 
my request." The municipal officer went a 
second time to the Council, but they persisted 
in their refusul. 

I WAS thea told that I must get myself ready 
to accompany the King, in order to undress 
him on the scaifold : at this notice I was 
seized with terror; but, summoning all my 
rssolutiou, I prepared myself to perform this 
last duty to my master, to whom it was re- 
pugnant that this office should be performed 
by the executioner i when another muni^pal 
officer came to tell me that 1 should not go 
out, adding, '* The executioner is good enough 
for biui." 

Paris had been under arms ever since fire 
o'clock in the morning ; — the General was 
heard to beat : — the clattering of arms, the 
trampling of horse, the transport of artillery^ 
which was planted and replanted incessantly,— 
all resounded in the Tower. 

At nine o'clock, the noise increases, and the 
doors open with a clutter -. tianterre, accom- 



pauied by seven or eight municiptkl effi 
eutere at the liea<i of ten gendarmea, and 
farms them ia two lioee. At this movement 
the King came out of his cabiuet: — "You 
ave come for me '" saUl he. to SaDterre. 
" Yes." " I ask a roiaute of you." — He re- 
turned into his cabinet. Hi) Majesty came 
uut of it again immediately, his Confessor 
following him. The King held in liis hand 
i^H Will, and addressing himself to a muuici- 
yal officer named Jacqms Boux, a blasphe- 

I'Viug priest, who was most in advance, ha 
W)di " I heg of you to deliver this paper to 
tbs Queen — to my wife." " That is no baa- 

, iaes9 of mine," rephed the priest, refusing to 
teke the writing, " I am come here to conduct 

I .JBU to the scaffold." After receiving this 
wpulse His Majesty addressed Ooheau, ana. 

' tber municipal officer, saying, " Deliver this 

' paper, I beg of you, to ray wife. You may 
mad it. There are some dispositions in it 

I lihich 1 desire the commune may kuow." 

I was behind the King, near the chimney : 

[^ l)s turned towards lue and I prcscnled btni 
with hia great-coat. " I have no ooeasion for 
it,',' said he, " give rae only my hat." I gave 
it to htm. His baud met mine, vtbioh he 
clasped for the last time. " GeutUnaeo," aaid 



he, addressing hiinself to tlic municipal offi- 
cers, "I could wish tliat Clt^ry might remain 
with iny son, who ia ticcustonied to his atten- 
tions: I hope the commune will receive this 
request favorably ;" then, looking at Santene, , 
he said, " Let us depart." I 

These were the last words tliat lie utteredi 
in his apartment. At the entrance of the 
stair-ca9e he met I\lathey, keejier of the Tower, 
and said to him, " I was a little hasty with' 
you the day before yesterday, but do notstand^ 
upon trifles with me." Mathey made no an-' 
Bwer to tliis appeal, and even atlectcd to retira 
when the King spoke to him. 

I remained alone in the chamber, over- 
whelmed with grief and almost without sense, 
Xtie drums and trumpets announced that Hi^ 
Majesty had left the Tower. — An hour after- 
wards salvos of artillery rent the air, amidst 
mc^ddeuing shouts of " Vive la Nation .' Vivt ' 
Ifi fifipiibiiqwf" — Tliebeat of Kiiigii w^s m 
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(b) Having set out from Vienna on my wayloEi^> 
land, I went to Blaiikemburgh, with the inleation of 
payinglhe King* the homage of my M.S. When the 
PrincewasatlhispaTtof my Jourtid/, hcluobedin his 
secretary, and shewing me with emotion tlie Sral, he 
■aid to me, "C[6ry, do you recollect it?" "Ah! 
Sire, it is the same." "If youdoubt it," rc:iumed 
the King, " read Ibis letter." 1 took it with a trein- 
bliug band and recognized the liund-wriling of (lie 
Queen: the letter was also signed by the Dauphin, 
tlien Louis XVII, by Madame Koyale, and by Ma- 
dame Elizabeth.f Figure to yourself the keenness of 
my emotion I — I was in the presence of a King whom 
fortiiue is not weary ot persecuting. — t had just 
quitted the Abbe de Firmont, and on the twenty-first 
of January I again found in the hands of Louts XVIII. 
this symbol of Royalty; whieh Louis XVI. bad 
wished to secure to his son. I adure^l the decree* 
of Providence ; and 1 asked permission of the King 



• LouisXVIII., wlio afiei 
•mm, in 1814, reinslatcd on 
(Tr,m:} 

t The Queen and .Madsme Elizabeth both perished 
tlie gnilloUnc in ITSl : LaaU XVII. died in ITD4, 
qiieiice of ill trestmcul and neglect. (Truia.J 
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to have tbis precious letter cngnnved : here 
Itie origiaal (I).* I assisted at the Mass which Ilie 
King <;aused lo be solemnized by (he Abb6 de Fir- 
niDiil on the anniversary of the martyrdom of his 
brother: the tears which I then saw shed are not 
foreign to my subject. 

(bj This Ring is in the hands of Monsieur :t it was 
KDt to him by the Queen and Madame Eli^Mbeth, 
vilh some of ihe King's hair. Here is the letter (3] 
which accompanied it, 

(I) Having met with afaithful beiiigon whomwecan 
depend, I take advantage of it to send to my bro- 
ther and friend this deposit, which can only be con- 
fided to his hands. The bearer will tell yon, by 
what miracle we have been enabled to receive these 
precious tokens: 1 reserve lo myself to tell yoa in 
person one day the name of him who has been so 
useful lo us. The impossibility there has hitherto 
been of informing you of our alTairs, and of the ex- 
cess of our misfortunes, makes us feel more sensibly' 
our cruel separation : Oh that it may not be of long 
continuance ! and, in the e:(pectalion that it will not, 
I embrace you as 1 love you, which you know is with 
all niy heart. M. A. I am charged in Ihe name of 

* The " JommaC contains fac-siioiles of tlie Iietter* 
(1—2,) >Tit1i a draft o( the elevation of the Tower, with 
plans of its iccond and lliird itoriei. (Tratu.) 

t The Csuiit d'Artois, youngest brother of Louis Wl., 
DowChurlMX. (Trmi-J 
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my brotiierattd myedf to cmbhice you with nU my 
httkTtMiC LOUiS. I cf^dy in iiilictpatioQ th€ 
preatftn Jf6li will iet\ m rccHVing this token of friebd- 
•hfp ibd conlidence. To be with yon and t6 see 
you happy is all that I desh'e : you know whether I 
love you. I embrace you wilhiall my heart. £L Af. 
"(£) H^viii^ at letigth fbund mtans of cnh'iklilig to bur 
bhHher, oiie of th% few tokenft which now reaitiiti fo 
us of the being whiotoi we aSl ^eHsked and isHirettfi 
1 thought you would be happy iti having sometMig 
llMt comes from him : preaerve it as m |ikdge of the 
moit tender frieodship, with which 1 embrace yoU 
most cordially. M, A, What m happiness for mey 
my dear brother, to be bble, after to long a «paice of 
timte, to speak to you of all liie atfxielies that \ teve 
aafiercd for you ! A time will cohie, I hope, when I 
ttiall have it in my pbilveir to embrace ycAi, and to teU 
ytro that never will you find a friend more trile and 
more tertdehr than I : you dil not do«M it I. Hope* 
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